
anatomy scan cpt code
anatomy scan cpt code is a critical element in the medical billing process for obstetric ultrasounds.
Understanding the anatomy scan CPT code is essential for healthcare providers, radiologists, and
medical billing specialists to ensure proper documentation, billing, and reimbursement for these
important prenatal examinations. This article explores what an anatomy scan is, the specifics of the
CPT code associated with it, its importance in obstetric care, and how it fits into the broader context
of prenatal imaging. Additionally, we will discuss common questions surrounding the anatomy scan
CPT code to clarify its usage and significance.
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What is an Anatomy Scan?
An anatomy scan, also known as a detailed ultrasound, typically occurs between 18 and 22 weeks of
gestation. This ultrasound is a crucial part of prenatal care as it provides detailed images of the
developing fetus. The primary purpose of the anatomy scan is to assess fetal growth and
development, check for any abnormalities, and confirm the due date. During this scan, healthcare
providers can evaluate various fetal structures, including the brain, heart, spine, kidneys, and limbs.

The anatomy scan is not only essential for monitoring fetal health but also serves as an opportunity
for parents to see their baby and, in some cases, learn the baby's sex. The images obtained from the
scan are used to identify potential congenital anomalies and assess the overall well-being of the fetus,
providing vital information that can guide further medical care if necessary.

The Anatomy Scan CPT Code Explained
The CPT code for an anatomy scan is 76805, which refers specifically to a comprehensive obstetric
ultrasound. This code is used by healthcare providers to bill for the detailed ultrasound examination
that assesses fetal growth and anatomy. It is important to note that the anatomy scan is distinct from
other types of ultrasounds, such as the first-trimester ultrasound (CPT code 76801) or the follow-up
growth scans that may be conducted later in pregnancy.

In terms of coding, it is essential to use the correct CPT code to ensure appropriate reimbursement
from insurance companies. Documentation accompanying the CPT code should include details about
the examination, findings, and any additional procedures performed during the scan. Accurate coding
and documentation not only facilitate reimbursement but also play a critical role in maintaining



patient records and monitoring patient care.

Importance of the Anatomy Scan in Prenatal Care
The anatomy scan is a pivotal moment in prenatal care, allowing healthcare providers to gather a
wealth of information about the fetus. The importance of this scan can be summarized in several key
points:

Early Detection of Anomalies: The anatomy scan can help identify congenital disabilities or
structural anomalies early in the pregnancy, allowing for timely interventions.

Monitoring Growth: This ultrasound provides essential data on fetal growth, helping to ensure
that the fetus is developing within normal parameters.

Placental Assessment: The scan can evaluate the position and health of the placenta, which
is crucial for the well-being of both the mother and baby.

Parental Bonding: The anatomy scan allows parents to visualize their baby, fostering
emotional connections and excitement about the pregnancy.

In summary, the anatomy scan is not merely a technical examination; it plays a vital role in the
overall management of pregnancy, enhancing both medical care and parental engagement.

How to Properly Utilize the Anatomy Scan CPT Code
Utilizing the anatomy scan CPT code effectively is essential for healthcare providers. Proper
application involves several steps:

Familiarize with the Code: Ensure you understand the specific code (76805) and when it is1.
appropriate to use it in the context of prenatal care.

Accurate Documentation: Document all findings from the anatomy scan thoroughly. This2.
includes fetal measurements, organ assessments, and any abnormalities noted.

Verification with Payer Policies: Review the policies of insurance payers to confirm3.
coverage for the anatomy scan and any necessary pre-authorization requirements.

Train Staff: Provide training for billing and coding staff to minimize errors in documentation4.
and ensure compliance with current coding standards.

By following these steps, healthcare providers can optimize the billing process, reduce claim denials,
and improve overall patient care quality.



Common Questions about Anatomy Scan CPT Code
As the anatomy scan CPT code is an important aspect of prenatal care, several common questions
often arise. Here are some of the most frequently asked questions regarding this topic:

Q: What is the primary purpose of the anatomy scan CPT
code?
A: The primary purpose of the anatomy scan CPT code is to bill for a comprehensive ultrasound
examination of the fetus, allowing for assessment of fetal growth, anatomy, and detection of any
potential abnormalities.

Q: When should the anatomy scan be performed during
pregnancy?
A: The anatomy scan is typically performed between 18 and 22 weeks of gestation, providing a critical
window for assessing fetal development and health.

Q: Are there any prerequisites for performing an anatomy
scan?
A: While there are no strict prerequisites, it is essential that the patient has had appropriate prenatal
care and that the ultrasound is justified based on clinical indications.

Q: What information is needed when coding for an anatomy
scan?
A: When coding for an anatomy scan, healthcare providers need to include detailed documentation of
the ultrasound findings, including measurements, observations of fetal anatomy, and any concerns
noted during the exam.

Q: Can the anatomy scan CPT code be used for follow-up
ultrasounds?
A: The anatomy scan CPT code (76805) is specific to the initial detailed examination and should not
be used for follow-up growth scans, which have different codes based on the examination type and
purpose.

Q: What are the implications of incorrect coding for an
anatomy scan?
A: Incorrect coding can lead to claim denials, delayed reimbursements, and potential audits. It is
crucial to ensure that the appropriate code is used and that documentation supports the billing.



Q: How does the anatomy scan impact patient care?
A: The anatomy scan impacts patient care by providing essential information about fetal health,
allowing for early detection of potential issues and informing subsequent management and care
decisions.

Q: Is the anatomy scan covered by insurance?
A: Most insurance plans cover the anatomy scan as part of routine prenatal care, but coverage may
vary by plan. It is advisable to verify coverage details with the insurance provider before the
procedure.

Q: What should patients expect during the anatomy scan?
A: Patients can expect a non-invasive procedure where gel is applied to the abdomen, and a
transducer is moved over the skin to capture images of the fetus. The scan typically lasts between 30
to 60 minutes.

Q: Can parents choose to know the sex of the baby during the
anatomy scan?
A: Yes, parents often have the option to learn the sex of the baby during the anatomy scan if they
wish to do so, although this is dependent on the baby's position and the provider's policy.

Understanding the anatomy scan CPT code and its implications in prenatal care is crucial for both
healthcare providers and expectant parents. By adhering to proper coding practices and recognizing
the importance of this ultrasound, the medical community can enhance patient care and ensure
accurate billing practices.
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