crimes against humanity in the congo
free state answer key

crimes against humanity in the congo free state answer key. This phrase
encapsulates one of the darkest chapters in African history, where severe human rights
violations occurred under King Leopold Il of Belgium’s rule from 1885 to 1908. The Congo
Free State was established as a personal possession of Leopold I, leading to widespread
exploitation and atrocities against the Congolese people. This article delves into the nature
of these crimes, their historical context, the response from the international community,
and the lasting impacts on the Democratic Republic of Congo today. By analyzing these
elements, we aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of this tragic period and its
significance in the discourse on crimes against humanity.
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Historical Background of the Congo Free State

The Congo Free State was established in 1885 during the Berlin Conference, where
European powers divided Africa among themselves. King Leopold Il of Belgium claimed the
territory as his personal property, promoting it as a philanthropic venture aimed at civilizing
the African population. However, the reality was starkly different. The wealth of the region,
particularly its rubber and ivory, became the main focus of exploitation.

Under Leopold's rule, the Congo was subjected to a brutal regime characterized by forced
labor, violence, and severe punishments for those who did not meet production quotas. This
period lasted until 1908, when international pressure forced Belgium to take control of the
territory, transitioning it from a personal domain of Leopold Il to a Belgian colony.

Types of Crimes Committed

During the Congo Free State era, numerous atrocities were committed that are categorized
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