
some animals are more equal than
others answer key
some animals are more equal than others answer key is a phrase that encapsulates
the essence of George Orwell's satirical novella, "Animal Farm." This phrase highlights the
theme of inequality among animals that were ostensibly meant to be equal. The article
delves into the underlying meanings of this statement, exploring its implications within the
narrative of "Animal Farm" and its broader societal commentary. Additionally, it will
analyze the historical context of the novella, the allegorical representation of various
characters, and the lessons that resonate with contemporary society. Through a structured
exploration, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why some animals in the
story are deemed more equal than others, and discover the key interpretations associated
with this profound statement.
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Understanding "Animal Farm"
"Animal Farm," published in 1945, is a political satire that critiques totalitarianism and the
corrupting influence of power. Set on a farm where the animals revolt against their human
farmer, the story serves as an allegory for the Russian Revolution and the subsequent rise
of the Soviet Union. The animals initially seek to establish a society where all are equal,
but as the narrative progresses, it becomes evident that this ideal is undermined by the
pigs, who assume leadership roles. The phrase "some animals are more equal than others"
emerges as a pivotal insight into the hypocrisy of the ruling class and the betrayal of
revolutionary ideals.

The Concept of Equality in "Animal Farm"
The concept of equality is central to the narrative of "Animal Farm." Initially, the animals
adopt the Seven Commandments of Animalism, which emphasize egalitarian principles



and the idea that all animals are equal. However, as the pigs gain power, the
commandments are altered to serve their interests. The most significant alteration is the
rephrasing of the commandment to state that "all animals are equal, but some animals are
more equal than others." This change epitomizes the erosion of true equality and the rise
of a new hierarchy.

The Seven Commandments
The Seven Commandments serve as the foundation for the animals’ new society. They
include principles aimed at fostering equality and justice among all animals. However, the
gradual changes to these commandments illustrate how language and propaganda can
manipulate truths. The following is a summary of the original commandments and their
ultimate corruption:

All animals are equal.

Whatever goes upon two legs is an enemy.

Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wings, is a friend.

No animal shall wear clothes.

No animal shall sleep in a bed.

No animal shall drink alcohol.

No animal shall kill any other animal.

As the pigs start to indulge in the vices they initially condemned, the commandments are
revised, ultimately culminating in the single phrase that encapsulates their betrayal of the
founding principles.

Key Characters and Their Representations
The characters in "Animal Farm" serve as representations of various figures and classes
from the Russian Revolution. Understanding these characters is crucial to grasping the
deeper meanings behind the narrative and the phrase "some animals are more equal than
others."

Napoleon
Napoleon, the pig who emerges as the leader of the farm, represents Joseph Stalin. His
rise to power exemplifies the ways in which a revolutionary leader can become tyrannical.
Napoleon's manipulation of language and information plays a critical role in maintaining
his control over the other animals, highlighting the theme of how power corrupts.



Snowball
Snowball, another pig who initially shares leadership with Napoleon, symbolizes Leon
Trotsky. His expulsion from the farm illustrates the brutal tactics used by totalitarian
regimes to eliminate opposition. Snowball’s ideas for improving the farm are ultimately
overshadowed by Napoleon’s authoritarian rule.

The Other Animals
The other animals on the farm, including Boxer the horse and Clover the mare, represent
the working class. Their unwavering loyalty and hard work are exploited by the pigs,
demonstrating how the ruling class often benefits from the sacrifices of the proletariat
while offering little in return.

Historical Context and Allegory
George Orwell wrote "Animal Farm" in the aftermath of World War II, a time when the
failures of communism were becoming increasingly evident. The novella serves as an
allegory for the Russian Revolution and subsequent events in the Soviet Union, portraying
how ideals of equality can be corrupted by those in power.

The Russian Revolution
The Russian Revolution of 1917 sought to overthrow the oppressive Tsarist regime and
establish a government based on equality and shared resources. However, the subsequent
rise of Stalin led to a regime characterized by brutality and oppression. Orwell’s portrayal
of the animals’ rebellion and the eventual establishment of a dictatorial leadership mirrors
the disillusionment felt by many who witnessed the betrayal of revolutionary ideals.

Lessons on Power Dynamics
The allegorical nature of "Animal Farm" offers critical insights into the dynamics of power
and the potential for corruption inherent in any political system. Orwell warns that
revolutions can lead to new forms of oppression if the leaders prioritize their interests
over the collective good.

Implications of Inequality
The phrase "some animals are more equal than others" serves as a powerful commentary
on the nature of inequality. It emphasizes the idea that the establishment of a hierarchy,
even in a society founded on egalitarian principles, is inevitable when power is
concentrated in the hands of a few.



Social Hierarchies
In "Animal Farm," the pigs elevate themselves above the other animals, adopting human
behaviors and privileges while enforcing strict rules on the other inhabitants. This
dynamic mirrors the social hierarchies present in human societies, where those in power
often manipulate rules to maintain their status.

The Role of Propaganda
The use of propaganda is rampant throughout the narrative, primarily through Squealer,
the pig who serves as Napoleon's spokesperson. Squealer’s ability to twist language and
facts allows the pigs to justify their actions and maintain control over the other animals.
This highlights the critical role of communication in shaping public perception and
sustaining power.

Lessons for Contemporary Society
The themes explored in "Animal Farm" remain relevant in contemporary society, where
power dynamics and inequalities persist. The novella serves as a cautionary tale about the
fragility of democratic ideals and the need for vigilance against corruption.

Vigilance Against Corruption
One of the key lessons from "Animal Farm" is the importance of holding leaders
accountable. The complacency of the other animals allows the pigs to consolidate their
power and betray the revolutionary ideals. This reflects the necessity for active
participation in governance and awareness of the actions of those in power.

Understanding Propaganda
The manipulation of language and information remains a critical issue in modern politics.
Orwell’s insights into the power of language as a tool for control resonate today,
encouraging individuals to critically evaluate the information presented to them and to
question the narratives shaped by those in authority.

Conclusion
Through the exploration of "Animal Farm," readers are faced with the stark reality of how
ideals can be corrupted by the pursuit of power. The phrase "some animals are more equal
than others" serves as a chilling reminder of the potential for inequality to arise even in
the most noble of causes. Orwell’s masterpiece invites reflection on the nature of
governance, the responsibilities of citizens, and the enduring struggle for true equality.



Q: What does the phrase "some animals are more equal
than others" mean?
A: The phrase signifies the hypocrisy and inequality that emerge in a society that was
initially founded on egalitarian principles, highlighting how those in power often
manipulate language to justify their superior status.

Q: How does "Animal Farm" relate to the Russian
Revolution?
A: "Animal Farm" serves as an allegory for the Russian Revolution, depicting the rise of
totalitarianism and the betrayal of revolutionary ideals through its characters and events.

Q: What role does propaganda play in "Animal Farm"?
A: Propaganda, primarily disseminated by the pig Squealer, is used to manipulate the
other animals' perceptions and maintain the pigs' power, illustrating the impact of
language in shaping public opinion.

Q: Who do the characters in "Animal Farm" represent?
A: The characters in "Animal Farm" represent key figures from the Russian Revolution; for
instance, Napoleon symbolizes Joseph Stalin, while Snowball represents Leon Trotsky.

Q: What lessons can contemporary society learn from
"Animal Farm"?
A: Contemporary society can learn the importance of holding leaders accountable, the
need for vigilance against corruption, and the critical evaluation of information to prevent
the manipulation of the masses.

Q: How do the other animals symbolize the working
class?
A: The other animals, particularly Boxer and Clover, symbolize the working class,
demonstrating how their loyalty and hard work are exploited by the ruling pigs, reflecting
the struggles faced by the proletariat in society.

Q: What are the Seven Commandments in "Animal
Farm"?
A: The Seven Commandments were the foundational principles of Animalism, aimed at
ensuring equality among all animals, but they were gradually altered to benefit the pigs as



they consolidated power.

Q: How does Orwell's portrayal of leadership in "Animal
Farm" reflect real-world politics?
A: Orwell's portrayal of leadership in "Animal Farm" reflects real-world politics by
illustrating how power can corrupt, leading to tyranny and the betrayal of the very ideals
that leaders claim to uphold.

Q: What is the significance of the ending of "Animal
Farm"?
A: The ending of "Animal Farm," where the pigs become indistinguishable from humans,
signifies the complete betrayal of the revolutionary ideals and the cyclical nature of
oppression, warning against complacency in governance.
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