
subject verb agreement a answer key

subject verb agreement a answer key is a critical component of mastering English grammar, essential for
effective communication. Understanding subject-verb agreement helps ensure that sentences are grammatically
correct, enhancing clarity and professionalism in writing. This article will explore the rules governing subject-
verb agreement, provide examples, and present an answer key for practice exercises. Additionally, we will
discuss common mistakes, special cases, and tips for mastering this vital grammatical concept. By the end of
this article, you will have a comprehensive understanding of subject-verb agreement and be equipped with
practical resources to improve your writing skills.
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Introduction to Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a sentence and the verb must agree in
number. In simpler terms, a singular subject requires a singular verb, while a plural subject requires a plural
verb. For instance, in the sentence "The cat runs," "cat" is singular, and "runs" is the singular form of the verb.
Conversely, in "The cats run," "cats" is plural, and "run" is the plural form of the verb. Mastering this rule is
essential for both written and spoken English, as it contributes to the overall coherence and professionalism
of communication.

The importance of subject-verb agreement cannot be understated. It not only reflects grammatical correctness
but also enhances the clarity of the message being conveyed. Misunderstandings may arise from incorrect
subject-verb pairs, making it vital for anyone looking to improve their language skills. This article will provide
a detailed exploration of the rules of subject-verb agreement, highlight common pitfalls, and offer an answer
key for practice exercises.

Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

Understanding the basic rules of subject-verb agreement is fundamental for constructing grammatically
accurate sentences. Below are the primary rules that govern subject-verb agreement:

Rule 1: Singular and Plural Subjects



The most basic rule states that singular subjects take singular verbs, while plural subjects take plural verbs.

Example of singular: The dog barks.

Example of plural: The dogs bark.

Rule 2: Compound Subjects

When subjects are joined by "and," they are considered plural and require a plural verb.

Example: The cat and dog run outside.

However, if the compound subjects are considered a single entity, a singular verb is used.

Example: Peanut butter and jelly is my favorite sandwich.

Rule 3: Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns such as "everyone," "somebody," and "each" are usually treated as singular and require
singular verbs.

Example: Everyone is invited to the party.

However, some indefinite pronouns, like "few," "many," and "several," are treated as plural.

Example: Many were present at the event.

Rule 4: Subjects Separated by Phrases

When a subject is separated from its verb by phrases or clauses, the verb should still agree with the main
subject, not with a nearby noun.

Example: The bouquet of flowers smells lovely.

In this case, "bouquet" is the main subject, and it is singular, requiring the singular verb "smells."



Common Mistakes in Subject-Verb Agreement

Even proficient writers can make errors in subject-verb agreement. Here are some common mistakes to be aware of:

Ignoring Proximity

Writers often mistakenly choose a verb based on the proximity of a noun rather than the subject.

Incorrect: The team of players are winning.

Correct: The team of players is winning.

Using Collective Nouns Incorrectly

Collective nouns like "team," "group," or "family" can be tricky. Depending on whether the group acts as a
single unit or as individuals, the verb may be singular or plural.

Example of singular: The team wins the match.

Example of plural: The team are arguing among themselves.

Misusing Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns can create confusion, especially with words like "none" and "all."

Example: None of the information is correct.

Example: All of the cookies are gone.

Both sentences demonstrate the need for careful consideration of whether the pronoun is treated as singular
or plural.

Special Cases of Subject-Verb Agreement

Certain situations may complicate subject-verb agreement. Understanding these special cases is crucial.

Titles and Names

Titles of books, movies, and other works are treated as singular, even if they appear plural.



Example: "The Chronicles of Narnia is a famous series."

Amounts and Quantities

When discussing amounts (e.g., money, time, distance), the quantity is treated as a singular unit.

Example: Five dollars is not enough.

Practice Exercises and Answer Key

Practicing subject-verb agreement is vital for reinforcing these rules. Below are some exercises followed by the
answer key.

Exercise

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in parentheses:

1. The group of students (is/are) going on a field trip.
2. Each of the cars (has/have) been checked.
3. None of the information (is/are) relevant.
4. The jury (was/were) divided in its opinion.
5. Fifty dollars (was/were) stolen.

Answer Key

1. is
2. has
3. is
4. was
5. was

Tips for Mastering Subject-Verb Agreement

To become proficient in subject-verb agreement, consider the following tips:

Practice regularly with exercises focusing on different rules.

Read extensively to see correct usage in context.

Write sentences and have them checked by a teacher or peer.

Familiarize yourself with common exceptions and irregularities.



Use grammar checking tools to catch errors before finalizing your writing.

By applying these tips and engaging with the material, you can strengthen your understanding of subject-verb
agreement, leading to improved writing clarity and correctness.

Conclusion

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of English grammar that requires attention to detail and
practice. By understanding the rules, recognizing common mistakes, and applying the knowledge in practice,
individuals can significantly enhance their writing and communication skills. The resources provided in this
article, including the answer key for practice exercises, serve as useful tools for mastering this important
grammatical concept.

Q: What is subject-verb agreement?
A: Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a sentence must agree in number
with the verb. Singular subjects take singular verbs, while plural subjects take plural verbs.

Q: Why is subject-verb agreement important?
A: Subject-verb agreement is crucial for clear and grammatically correct communication. It helps ensure that
sentences are coherent, enhancing the overall quality of writing.

Q: Can collective nouns be singular or plural?
A: Yes, collective nouns can be either singular or plural depending on whether the group acts as a single unit
or as individuals.

Q: What are some common mistakes in subject-verb agreement?
A: Common mistakes include ignoring proximity, misusing collective nouns, and misinterpreting indefinite pronouns.
Writers often incorrectly choose a verb based on nearby nouns rather than the main subject.

Q: How can I practice subject-verb agreement?
A: You can practice by doing exercises that focus on different rules, reading extensively, and writing sentences
that you can check against the rules of subject-verb agreement.

Q: Are there exceptions to the rules of subject-verb agreement?
A: Yes, there are exceptions, such as unique uses of collective nouns, titles, and amounts of money or time,
which can complicate agreement.

Q: What are some tips for mastering subject-verb agreement?
A: Tips include regular practice, reading to see correct usage, writing and checking sentences, familiarizing
yourself with exceptions, and using grammar checking tools.



Q: How do I know if a subject is singular or plural?
A: A subject is singular if it refers to one person or thing and plural if it refers to more than one. Look for
clues in the subject's form and context to determine number.

Q: Can the verb change form based on the subject's number?
A: Yes, verbs change form based on the subject's number. Singular subjects typically take verbs ending in "-s" or
"-es" in the present tense, while plural subjects do not.

Q: What role do indefinite pronouns play in subject-verb agreement?
A: Indefinite pronouns can be singular or plural. Words like "everyone," "each," and "somebody" are generally
singular, requiring singular verbs, while "few," "many," and "several" are plural.
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