
the monkey's paw answer key
the monkey's paw answer key serves as a crucial resource for students and educators
alike when analyzing W.W. Jacobs' classic short story. This tale delves into themes of fate,
consequence, and the supernatural, making it a staple in literary studies. The answer key
provides insights into the plot, character motivations, and thematic elements that are
essential for understanding this intricate narrative. In this article, we will explore the story's
background, major themes, character analysis, plot summary, and discussion questions, all
of which are key components found in the answer key. By the end, readers will have a
comprehensive understanding of "The Monkey's Paw" and its enduring relevance in
literature.
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Background of "The Monkey's Paw"
Published in 1902, "The Monkey's Paw" is a short story by W.W. Jacobs that has captivated
readers for over a century. The narrative unfolds in a small English home, where the White
family encounters a mystical artifact: a monkey's paw that grants three wishes. However,
these wishes come with dire consequences, emphasizing the story's cautionary message
about tampering with fate. Jacobs was known for his ability to weave horror and humor, and
this tale is no exception. The juxtaposition of ordinary life with the supernatural is a
hallmark of his writing, allowing readers to explore the unknown while remaining grounded
in reality.

Understanding the historical context of the early 20th century can enhance the reader's
appreciation of the story. During this time, many people were fascinated by spiritualism
and the idea of communicating with the afterlife. Jacobs cleverly incorporates these
themes, making "The Monkey's Paw" not just a horror story, but also a commentary on
human desires and the unpredictability of life.



Themes Explored in the Story
"The Monkey's Paw" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers. The most
significant themes include the dangers of wish fulfillment, the unpredictability of fate, and
the conflict between free will and predestination. Each of these themes is intricately woven
into the narrative, providing layers of meaning that are ripe for analysis.

The Dangers of Wish Fulfillment
The central premise of the story revolves around the idea that wishes can lead to
unintended consequences. The White family’s initial excitement over the monkey's paw
quickly turns to horror as they realize that their desires come at a terrible price. This theme
serves as a cautionary tale about the perils of greed and the human tendency to desire
what one cannot have. As each wish is granted, the family's life spirals into chaos,
illustrating the notion that some things are better left ungrasped.

The Unpredictability of Fate
Fate plays a crucial role in how the story unfolds. The characters' attempts to manipulate
their destiny through the monkey's paw ultimately lead to tragic outcomes. The narrative
suggests that fate is not easily altered and that humans often underestimate the
complexity of life's design. This unpredictability is highlighted by the eerie twists that follow
each wish, leaving readers questioning whether the characters could have foreseen the
ramifications of their actions.

Free Will vs. Predestination
The conflict between free will and predestination is another prominent theme. While the
White family believes they are exercising their free will by making wishes, the
consequences suggest a predetermined outcome. This tension raises philosophical
questions about whether individuals truly have control over their lives or if they are merely
pawns in a larger game of fate. The story encourages readers to contemplate the extent of
their own agency in a seemingly chaotic world.

Character Analysis
The characters in "The Monkey's Paw" are well developed, each representing different
aspects of human nature. The primary characters include Mr. White, Mrs. White, and
Herbert White, whose interactions and reactions to the monkey's paw drive the narrative
forward.

Mr. White
Mr. White is depicted as a cautious yet curious man. His initial skepticism about the



monkey's paw reflects a rational approach to the supernatural. However, as the story
progresses, his character transforms, revealing a more impulsive side when faced with the
temptation of wish fulfillment. His tragic decisions ultimately lead to devastating
consequences for his family.

Mrs. White
Mrs. White embodies the emotional core of the story. Her grief and desperation following
the loss of Herbert highlight the depths of parental love and the lengths one might go to in
order to reclaim a lost loved one. Her character serves as a poignant reminder of the
human experience's fragility and the emotional turmoil that comes with loss.

Herbert White
Herbert, the couple's son, represents youthful optimism and the potential for a bright
future. His character's fate underscores the story's themes of loss and the consequences of
desire. Herbert's role in the narrative serves to amplify the emotional stakes for his parents,
particularly as the story unfolds toward its tragic conclusion.

Plot Summary
The plot of "The Monkey's Paw" unfolds in three distinct parts, each corresponding to the
granting of a wish. The story begins with the White family receiving the monkey's paw from
Sergeant-Major Morris, who warns them of its dark powers. Curiosity piqued, Mr. White
makes the first wish for money, which is granted in an unexpected and tragic way.

After the first wish, the family faces the horrific consequences of their desire. Herbert dies
in an industrial accident, and the family receives compensation that matches the amount
they wished for. In their grief, Mrs. White urges Mr. White to use the second wish to bring
Herbert back to life. This wish is granted but comes with a chilling twist, as Herbert returns
in a grotesque form, leading to a terrifying climax.

The final wish resolves the chaos, as Mr. White wishes for the monkey's paw to take Herbert
away again, emphasizing the theme of acceptance and the importance of letting go. The
story concludes with a haunting sense of loss and the recognition that some wishes should
never be made.

Discussion Questions
Engaging with "The Monkey's Paw" through discussion questions can deepen understanding
and foster critical thinking. Here are some questions to consider:

What does the monkey's paw symbolize in the story?



How do the wishes reflect the characters' personalities and desires?

What role does foreshadowing play in building tension throughout the narrative?

In what ways does the setting contribute to the story's overall mood and themes?

How does Jacobs use irony to enhance the impact of the story?

Conclusion
"The Monkey's Paw" remains a timeless tale that explores the complexities of human desire
and the unforeseen consequences of our choices. The answer key serves as a valuable tool
for students and educators, providing insights into the story's themes, characters, and
moral lessons. By understanding the interplay between fate and free will, readers can
appreciate the deeper meanings embedded in Jacobs' work. This story not only entertains
but also encourages profound reflection on the nature of our wishes and the inherent
unpredictability of life.

Q: What is the main message of "The Monkey's Paw"?
A: The main message of "The Monkey's Paw" is a cautionary tale about the dangers of wish
fulfillment and the unforeseen consequences that can arise from trying to manipulate fate.
It highlights that some desires may lead to tragic outcomes, urging readers to be careful
about what they wish for.

Q: How does the setting influence the story?
A: The setting of a small, isolated home contributes to the story's eerie atmosphere,
creating a sense of confinement and helplessness. This enhances the tension and amplifies
the impact of the supernatural elements introduced by the monkey's paw.

Q: What role does irony play in "The Monkey's Paw"?
A: Irony is a significant element in "The Monkey's Paw," as the characters' wishes are
granted in ways that are opposite to their intentions. This use of irony emphasizes the
unpredictability of fate and the consequences of their desires.

Q: Why is the monkey's paw considered a symbol?
A: The monkey's paw symbolizes the idea of temptation and the dangers of trying to control
one's fate. It represents the human desire for power over life and death and serves as a
reminder that some forces are beyond our control.



Q: What can be inferred about the character of Mr.
White?
A: Mr. White is portrayed as a curious yet cautious individual. His character evolves from
skepticism to impulsiveness, ultimately leading to tragic consequences for his family. His
journey reflects the complexity of human nature when faced with temptation.

Q: How does the author create suspense in the story?
A: The author creates suspense through foreshadowing, vivid descriptions, and the gradual
revelation of the consequences of the wishes. The ominous tone and the characters'
escalating fear contribute to a sense of impending doom that grips the reader.

Q: What impact does the ending of the story have on
the reader?
A: The ending of "The Monkey's Paw" leaves the reader with a haunting sense of loss and
moral ambiguity. It provokes thought about the nature of desire and the consequences of
interfering with fate, encouraging reflection long after the story concludes.

Q: How does "The Monkey's Paw" relate to modern
themes?
A: "The Monkey's Paw" continues to resonate with modern themes such as the ethical
implications of technology, the desire for control in an unpredictable world, and the moral
dilemmas associated with ambition and greed. Its exploration of human nature remains
relevant across generations.

Q: What is the significance of the number three in the
story?
A: The number three is significant as it relates to the three wishes granted by the monkey's
paw. This structure aligns with various cultural beliefs about the power of three, creating a
sense of completeness and reinforcing the tale's moral lessons about desire and
consequence.

Q: How does the story reflect societal fears during its
time of publication?
A: The story reflects societal fears of the unknown and the supernatural prevalent in the
early 20th century. It captures the anxieties surrounding technological advancement, loss,
and the human condition, making it a poignant commentary on the era's existential



dilemmas.
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