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thomas paine common sense answer key is a critical resource for understanding one of the most

influential pamphlets in American history. Written by Thomas Paine in 1776, "Common Sense" argued

for independence from British rule and laid the intellectual groundwork for the American Revolution.

This article delves into the key themes, arguments, and historical significance of Paine's work,

providing a comprehensive answer key that enhances comprehension of this pivotal text. Moreover, we

will explore the impact of "Common Sense" on the American public and its role in shaping democratic

ideals. The following sections will guide readers through the central ideas and implications of Paine's

arguments, ensuring a thorough understanding of this transformative document.
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Main Arguments Presented by Paine

Historical Context of the Pamphlet

Impact on American Society

Conclusion

Frequently Asked Questions

Overview of "Common Sense"

"Common Sense" was published in January 1776, at a time when the American colonies were

embroiled in conflict with Great Britain. Paine's pamphlet was revolutionary in its clarity and passion,



directly addressing the issues of monarchy and hereditary succession. He argued that it was absurd

for a continent to be governed by an island and that the colonies deserved the right to govern

themselves. Paine's straightforward language made complex ideas accessible to the average colonist,

significantly widening the audience for revolutionary thought.

Structure and Style

Paine's writing style was both persuasive and engaging, characterized by clear sentences and logical

arguments. He employed a conversational tone that resonated with common people, making his ideas

not just the domain of the educated elite. The pamphlet is structured in a way that builds upon each

argument systematically, leading readers to a powerful conclusion in favor of independence.

Main Arguments Presented by Paine

Paine's "Common Sense" is built around several key arguments that collectively advocate for American

independence. Each argument is articulated with compelling logic and emotional appeal, ensuring that

the message resonates with a wide audience.

Rejection of Monarchy

One of Paine's most potent arguments is the rejection of monarchy as a legitimate form of

government. He asserts that hereditary rule is an affront to reason and justice. Paine argues that the

idea of kingship is both unnatural and detrimental to society, as it places power in the hands of

individuals who are not necessarily fit to govern.

Advocacy for Independence

Paine calls for complete independence from British rule, stating that the colonies should establish their

own government based on democratic principles. He emphasizes that it is time for the colonies to



break free from the constraints imposed by Britain and to create a society that prioritizes liberty and

justice.

Call for a New Government

In addition to advocating for independence, Paine outlines his vision for a new government. He posits

that a republic, in which elected representatives serve the interests of the people, is the best form of

governance. This idea was revolutionary at the time and laid the groundwork for the democratic

systems that would later be established in the United States.

Historical Context of the Pamphlet

The publication of "Common Sense" occurred during a critical juncture in American history. By the

winter of 1776, tensions between the colonies and Britain had escalated significantly. The impact of

the battles at Lexington and Concord and the growing frustrations over British taxation without

representation set the stage for Paine’s work.

The Role of Enlightenment Ideas

Paine was influenced by Enlightenment thinkers such as John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau,

who championed ideas of individual rights and the social contract. These philosophical underpinnings

provided a foundation for Paine's arguments, as he sought to inspire the colonists to embrace the

notion of self-governance.

Immediate Impact on the Colonies

Upon its release, "Common Sense" quickly gained traction among the colonists. It sold over 100,000

copies in a matter of months and was widely discussed in homes, taverns, and public gatherings. The

pamphlet played a significant role in galvanizing public opinion in favor of independence, ultimately



contributing to the Declaration of Independence later that year.

Impact on American Society

The ripple effects of "Common Sense" were profound. It not only influenced the political landscape of

the time but also transformed the way ordinary citizens viewed their role in governance. Paine’s

arguments helped to foster a sense of unity among the colonies and encouraged them to act

collectively against British oppression.

Shaping Democratic Ideals

Paine's vision of democracy and individual rights became foundational to the American identity. His

ideas inspired subsequent generations to advocate for civil liberties and participatory governance. The

principles outlined in "Common Sense" would eventually be enshrined in the U.S. Constitution and the

Bill of Rights, underscoring its lasting legacy.

Enduring Legacy

The legacy of "Common Sense" extends beyond its immediate historical context. It is often cited in

discussions of civil rights, social justice, and democratic governance. Paine's ability to articulate the

aspirations of the American people continues to resonate, making "Common Sense" a timeless piece

of political literature.

Conclusion

"Common Sense" by Thomas Paine is a seminal work that not only called for American independence

but also articulated the principles of democracy and governance that would shape the future of the

nation. Through its clear arguments against monarchy and its advocacy for a representative

government, Paine's pamphlet mobilized public sentiment and laid the groundwork for the revolutionary



movement. As we reflect on its historical impact, it is essential to recognize how Paine’s ideas

continue to influence discussions about freedom and democracy today.

Q: What is the main thesis of "Common Sense"?

A: The main thesis of "Common Sense" is that the American colonies should seek independence from

British rule and establish a government based on democratic principles.

Q: How did "Common Sense" influence the American Revolution?

A: "Common Sense" influenced the American Revolution by galvanizing public opinion in favor of

independence, encouraging colonists to embrace the idea of self-governance, and inspiring leaders to

take action against British oppression.

Q: Why was Thomas Paine's writing style effective?

A: Thomas Paine's writing style was effective because it was clear, concise, and accessible. He used

straightforward language and logical arguments that resonated with the average colonist, making

complex ideas understandable.

Q: What were some of the key arguments Paine made against

monarchy?

A: Key arguments Paine made against monarchy included the assertion that hereditary rule is

unnatural, that kings are not inherently fit to govern, and that monarchy leads to tyranny and

oppression.



Q: In what way did "Common Sense" address the concept of

government?

A: "Common Sense" addressed the concept of government by arguing for a republic where

representatives are elected to serve the interests of the people, contrasting this with the flaws of

monarchy and hereditary succession.

Q: What lasting impact did "Common Sense" have on American

political thought?

A: "Common Sense" had a lasting impact on American political thought by shaping democratic ideals,

promoting the notion of individual rights, and influencing the development of the U.S. Constitution and

the Bill of Rights.

Q: How was "Common Sense" received by the public at the time of its

publication?

A: "Common Sense" was received enthusiastically by the public, selling over 100,000 copies in a few

months and sparking widespread discussion and debate about independence and governance.

Q: What role did Enlightenment ideas play in Paine's arguments?

A: Enlightenment ideas played a crucial role in Paine's arguments, as he drew on concepts of

individual rights, the social contract, and rational governance that were popular among Enlightenment

thinkers like Locke and Rousseau.

Q: How did Paine's vision of government differ from that of the British



monarchy?

A: Paine's vision of government differed from that of the British monarchy by advocating for a system

of elected representatives accountable to the people, as opposed to a hereditary ruler with absolute

power over the colonies.
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