
biology jobs in hawaii

biology jobs in hawaii offer a unique blend of opportunities amid stunning natural landscapes. Hawaii,

known for its rich biodiversity and unique ecosystems, provides a fertile ground for various biology-

related careers. From research positions focusing on the preservation of endemic species to

educational roles in universities and schools, the demand for biology professionals is significant. This

article will explore the types of biology jobs available in Hawaii, required qualifications, potential

employers, salary expectations, and career advancement opportunities. It aims to provide a

comprehensive overview for those interested in pursuing a career in biology within this beautiful state.
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Overview of Biology Jobs in Hawaii

Hawaii's unique geographical and ecological environment creates a wealth of opportunities for biology



professionals. The state's isolation has led to the evolution of numerous endemic species, making it a

hotspot for biological research and conservation efforts. Biology jobs in Hawaii span various fields

including marine biology, environmental science, ecology, and education. With a strong emphasis on

sustainability and conservation, many organizations in Hawaii focus on protecting its natural resources

while engaging in scientific research.

In addition to the academic and research institutions, numerous non-profit organizations and

government agencies are dedicated to environmental management and conservation efforts. This

diverse array of employers contributes to a dynamic job market for biology graduates and

professionals. Understanding the landscape of biology jobs in Hawaii is crucial for anyone looking to

embark on this career path.

Types of Biology Jobs Available

The types of biology jobs available in Hawaii are as diverse as the ecosystems they study. Below are

some key categories of positions:

Marine Biology

Given Hawaii’s extensive coastlines and oceanic resources, marine biology plays a crucial role. Marine

biologists study ocean ecosystems, marine organisms, and the effects of human activity on these

environments. They often work with organizations focused on coral reef conservation, fisheries

management, and marine wildlife protection.

Environmental Science

Environmental scientists in Hawaii work on research projects that address issues such as pollution,

climate change, and habitat destruction. They often collaborate with governmental and non-

governmental organizations to develop sustainable practices and policies.



Ecology

Ecologists study the relationships between organisms and their environments. In Hawaii, this can

involve research on native species, ecosystem restoration, and conservation efforts aimed at

preserving the unique flora and fauna of the islands.

Biotechnology

Biotechnology jobs in Hawaii are also growing, particularly in fields related to agriculture and

pharmaceuticals. Professionals in this area may focus on genetic research, developing new agricultural

products, or innovative medical solutions.

Education and Outreach

Many biology professionals also take on roles in education, working in schools, museums, or nature

centers. These positions often involve teaching students about biology and environmental science,

conducting workshops, and engaging in community outreach.

Qualifications Required for Biology Jobs

The qualifications required for biology jobs in Hawaii can vary significantly depending on the specific

position. However, general educational requirements typically include:

Degree Requirements

Bachelor's Degree: Most entry-level positions in biology require at least a bachelor's degree in

biology, environmental science, marine biology, or a related field.



Master's Degree: Advanced positions, particularly in research and specialized areas like ecology

or marine biology, often require a master's degree.

Doctorate Degree: For top research roles or academic positions, a Ph.D. in a relevant field is

usually necessary.

Additional Certifications

Many biology jobs may also require specific certifications, especially those related to environmental

management or marine conservation. Certifications such as a Certified Wildlife Biologist or a

Professional Wetland Scientist can enhance job prospects.

Experience and Skills

In addition to formal education, employers often look for candidates with relevant experience, which

can be gained through internships, volunteer work, or research assistant positions. Key skills for

biology professionals include:

Analytical skills for data collection and interpretation.

Technical skills for laboratory work and field research.

Communication skills for presenting findings and engaging with the community.



Potential Employers in Hawaii

Hawaii boasts a variety of employers in the biology field, ranging from governmental agencies to

private organizations. Some notable employers include:

Government Agencies

State and federal agencies often hire biology professionals for roles in conservation, research, and

environmental management. Key agencies include:

Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Non-Profit Organizations

Numerous non-profit organizations in Hawaii focus on conservation efforts and community education.

These organizations often seek biology professionals for research, program coordination, and outreach

roles. Examples include:

The Nature Conservancy

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary

Hui o Ko'olaupoko



Academic Institutions

Hawaii’s universities and colleges provide numerous opportunities for biology professionals, especially

in teaching and research. The University of Hawaii system is a prominent employer that offers various

biology programs and research initiatives.

Salary Expectations for Biology Professionals

Salary expectations for biology jobs in Hawaii can vary widely based on factors such as education,

experience, and specific job roles. On average, biology professionals in Hawaii can expect the

following salary ranges:

Entry-Level Positions

Entry-level positions typically offer salaries in the range of $40,000 to $55,000 per year, depending on

the field and specific role.

Mid-Level Positions

With several years of experience, biology professionals can earn between $55,000 and $80,000

annually, especially in specialized fields such as marine biology or environmental consulting.

Advanced Positions

Senior roles, particularly those in research or higher education, can command salaries upwards of

$80,000, with some positions exceeding $100,000, especially in managerial or director-level roles.



Career Advancement Opportunities

Career advancement in the field of biology in Hawaii is achievable through various pathways.

Professionals can enhance their qualifications by pursuing advanced degrees, gaining specialized

certifications, and obtaining relevant work experience. Networking within the local biological

community, attending workshops, and participating in research projects can also open doors to new

opportunities.

Additionally, as the demand for sustainable practices and conservation efforts grows, professionals

with expertise in these areas may find increased job openings and opportunities for leadership roles.

Engaging in community outreach and education can further establish individuals as experts in their

fields, leading to potential career growth.

Conclusion

The landscape of biology jobs in Hawaii is vibrant and full of opportunities for those passionate about

science and conservation. With diverse fields ranging from marine biology to environmental education,

there is something for everyone. As the demand for skilled biology professionals continues to rise,

particularly in conservation and sustainability, individuals with the right qualifications and experience

can expect a rewarding career in one of the most beautiful places on Earth.

Q: What types of biology jobs are available in Hawaii?

A: Hawaii offers a variety of biology jobs including positions in marine biology, environmental science,

ecology, biotechnology, and education. Professionals can work in research, conservation, and outreach

roles across different organizations.



Q: What qualifications do I need for biology jobs in Hawaii?

A: Most biology jobs require at least a bachelor’s degree in biology or a related field. Advanced

positions often require a master’s degree or Ph.D. Additionally, certifications and relevant experience

are beneficial.

Q: Who are the major employers of biology professionals in Hawaii?

A: Major employers include government agencies such as the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural

Resources, non-profit organizations focused on conservation, and academic institutions like the

University of Hawaii.

Q: What is the average salary for biology jobs in Hawaii?

A: Entry-level biology positions typically offer salaries ranging from $40,000 to $55,000 per year, while

mid-level positions can earn between $55,000 and $80,000. Advanced roles can exceed $100,000

annually.

Q: How can I advance my career in biology in Hawaii?

A: Career advancement can be achieved through further education, specialized certifications, and

gaining experience. Networking and community engagement also play significant roles in opening new

opportunities.

Q: Are there internship opportunities in biology in Hawaii?

A: Yes, many organizations, including universities and non-profits, offer internships in biology that

provide valuable experience and can lead to full-time positions.



Q: What is the job outlook for biology professionals in Hawaii?

A: The job outlook for biology professionals in Hawaii is positive, particularly in fields related to

conservation and environmental science, as awareness of sustainability continues to grow.

Q: Can I work remotely in biology jobs in Hawaii?

A: While many biology jobs require fieldwork or lab work, some research positions may offer remote

work options, especially those involving data analysis or writing.

Q: What skills are important for biology jobs?

A: Important skills include analytical thinking, technical laboratory skills, effective communication,

teamwork, and a deep understanding of ecological and biological principles.
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