NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY

NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY IS A DYNAMIC FIELD OF STUDY THAT ENCOMPASSES VARIOUS ASPECTS OF LIFE
SCIENCES, OFFERING STUDENTS A COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION THAT PREPARES THEM FOR DIVERSE CAREERS. AT NORTHERN
ARIZONA UNIVERSITY (NAU), THE BIOLOGY PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A SOLID FOUNDATION IN
BIOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES WHILE ENCOURAGING HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE
THE BIOLOGY PROGRAM AT NAU/ INCLUDING ITS ACADEMIC OFFERINGS, RESEARCH FACILITIES, CAREER OPPORTUNITIES, AND
STUDENT EXPERIENCES. BY DELVING INTO THESE ASPECTS, PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS CAN GAIN A CLEARER UNDERSTANDING OF
WHAT TO EXPECT FROM THE BIOLOGY PROGRAM AT NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY.
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OVERVIEW OF NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY

THE BIOLOGY PROGRAM AT NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY IS RENOWNED FOR ITS RIGOROUS CURRICULUM AND COMMITMENT
TO STUDENT SUCCESS. NAU OFFERS A VARIETY OF UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE DEGREES IN BIOLOGY, CATERING TO THE
DIVERSE INTERESTS AND CAREER GOALS OF ITS STUDENTS. THE PROGRAM EMPHASIZES BOTH THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE AND
PRACTICAL SKILLS, ENSURING THAT GRADUATES ARE WELL-EQUIPPED TO THRIVE IN SCIENTIFIC AND HEALTHCARE SETTINGS.

NAU IS LOCATED IN FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA, A CITY KNOWN FOR ITS STUNNING NATURAL LANDSCAPES AND PROXIMITY TO
NUMEROUS NATIONAL PARKS AND FORESTS. THIS UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDES BIOLOGY STUDENTS WITH ACCESS TO A
DIVERSE RANGE OF ECOSYSTEMS, WHICH CAN BE ADVANTAGEOUS FOR FIELD STUDIES AND RESEARCH PROJECTS.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS IN BIOLOGY

AT NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY, STUDENTS CAN PURSUE SEVERAL ACADEMIC PROGRAMS IN BIOLOGY, INCLUDING BACHELOR
of Science (BS) aND BACHELOR oF ARTS (BA) DEGREES. THE CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED TO COVER ESSENTIAL TOPICS IN
BIOLOGY WHILE ALLOWING FOR SPECIALIZATION IN AREAS SUCH AS ECOLOGY, GENETICS, MICROBIOLOGY, AND CELLULAR
BIOLOGY.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

THE UNDERGRADUATE BIOLOGY PROGRAMS AT NAU ARE STRUCTURED TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION. STUDENTS
CAN CHOOSE FROM VARIOUS CONCENTRATIONS, INCLUDING!:

o GENERAL BioLoGgy

e CELL AND MOLECULAR BioLoGy



e EcoLoGY AND EVOLUTIONARY BioLoagy
o MI|CROBIOLOGY
® ENVIRONMENTAL BloLoGgY

THESE CONCENTRATIONS ENABLE STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR EDUCATION TO THEIR SPECIFIC INTERESTS, PREPARING THEM FOR
FURTHER STUDIES OR CAREERS IN THEIR CHOSEN FIELDS.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

IN ADDITION TO UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES, NAU OFFERS GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN BIOLOGY, SUCH AS A MASTER OF SCIENCE
(MS) IN BloLoGY. THE GRADUATE CURRICULUM OFTEN INCLUDES ADVANCED COURSEWORK AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES,
ALLOWING STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN SIGNIFICANT SCIENTIFIC INQUIRIES AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE FIELD OF BIOLOGY.

GRADUATE STUDENTS AT NAU BENEFIT FROM MENTORSHIP BY EXPERIENCED FACULTY MEMBERS, PROVIDING THEM WITH
VALUABLE GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT AS THEY NAVIGATE THEIR RESEARCH PROJECTS AND CAREER ASPIRATIONS.

ReseARCH OPPORTUNITIES

RESEARCH IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE BIOLOGY PROGRAM AT NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY. THE UNIVERSITY ENCOURAGES
STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH PROJECTS, WHICH CAN ENHANCE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF BIOLOGICAL CONCEPTS AND
IMPROVE THEIR PRACTICAL SKILLS. NAU BOASTS STATE-OF-THE-ART LABORATORIES AND FACILITIES THAT SUPPORT A WIDE
RANGE OF BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH.

ReseArRCH FACILITIES

NAU’S BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT IS EQUIPPED WITH MODERN LABORATORIES THAT FACILITATE RESEARCH IN VARIOUS SUBFIELDS OF
BIOLOGY. KEY FACILITIES INCLUDE:

e CeLL CULTURE LABS

o GENOMICS AND PROTEOMICS FACILITIES
e EcoLoaIcAL FIELD STATIONS

® MICROSCOPY AND IMAGING SUITES

THESE FACILITIES ENABLE STUDENTS TO CONDUCT EXPERIMENTS, ANALYZE DATA, AND COLLABORATE WITH FACULTY ON
GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH.

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT IN RESEARCH

STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENGAGE IN RESEARCH AS EARLY AS THEIR UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES. OPPORTUNITIES FOR
INVOLVEMENT INCLUDE:

® |NDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS
® |NTERNSHIPS WITH FACULTY

® PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH SYMPOSIA



o COLLABORATIVE ProOJECTS WITH LocAL ORGANIZATIONS

THROUGH THESE EXPERIENCES, STUDENTS DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING, PROBLEM~SOLVING, AND ANALYTICAL SKILLS THAT ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESS IN SCIENTIFIC CAREERS.
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