
unh biology major

unh biology major is an attractive option for students interested in exploring the complexities of life

sciences. The University of New Hampshire (UNH) offers a robust biology program that equips

students with the knowledge and skills necessary for a variety of careers in healthcare, research,

environmental science, and education. This article will delve into the details of the UNH biology major,

including its curriculum, opportunities for hands-on experiences, career pathways, and the benefits of

studying biology at UNH. By the end, prospective students will have a comprehensive understanding of

what pursuing a biology major at UNH entails.
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Introduction to the UNH Biology Major

The UNH biology major is designed to provide students with a solid foundation in biological principles

while encouraging critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Students can expect to engage with a



diverse range of subjects, from molecular biology to ecology, preparing them for various fields. The

program emphasizes both theoretical knowledge and practical application, making it suitable for

students aiming for careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines.

Students in the biology major are encouraged to take part in research projects, internships, and

community outreach programs, which enhance their learning experience and employability after

graduation. The curriculum is structured to allow students to tailor their education according to their

interests, whether it be in health sciences, environmental biology, or cellular biology.

Curriculum Overview

The curriculum for the UNH biology major is comprehensive and designed to foster a deep

understanding of biological concepts and methodologies. It includes core courses in various sub-

disciplines, allowing students to explore the vast landscape of biology.

Core Courses

Core courses cover essential topics that provide a foundation for advanced study. Students typically

complete courses such as:

Introduction to Biology

Genetics

Cell Biology

Ecology



Evolutionary Biology

These courses are complemented by laboratory components that offer practical experience in scientific

techniques and methodologies, ensuring that students not only learn theoretical concepts but also how

to apply them in real-world scenarios.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, the UNH biology program offers a variety of electives. Electives allow

students to specialize in areas of interest, such as:

Microbiology

Botany

Animal Behavior

Human Anatomy

Marine Biology

This flexibility lets students tailor their education to align with their career aspirations and personal

interests, thereby enriching their academic experience.



Hands-On Learning Opportunities

One of the standout features of the UNH biology major is the emphasis on hands-on learning.

Students have numerous opportunities to engage in practical experiences that complement their

classroom education.

Research Opportunities

Research is a critical component of the biology program at UNH. Students can work alongside faculty

on ongoing research projects, gaining valuable experience in scientific inquiry and methodology. This

may involve:

Conducting experiments in laboratories

Fieldwork in various ecological settings

Analyzing data and presenting findings

Participating in research helps students develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills, which are

essential for any scientific career.

Internships and Practical Experience

UNH encourages students to pursue internships in relevant fields. These internships may be at local

hospitals, research institutions, or environmental organizations. Such experiences not only enhance a



student's resume but also provide networking opportunities and real-world insights into the biological

sciences.

Career Opportunities with a Biology Degree

A degree in biology from UNH opens doors to various career paths. Graduates are well-prepared for

roles in multiple sectors, including healthcare, education, research, and environmental management.

Healthcare Careers

Many biology graduates pursue careers in healthcare. Common paths include:

Medical Doctor

Physician Assistant

Pharmacist

Nurse

These roles often require further education and training, but the foundational knowledge gained during

the biology major is invaluable.



Research and Laboratory Positions

Graduates may also find opportunities in research laboratories, working as:

Laboratory Technicians

Research Assistants

Quality Control Analysts

These positions often involve conducting experiments, analyzing results, and contributing to scientific

publications.

Environmental and Conservation Roles

For those interested in the environment, careers in conservation, wildlife management, and

environmental consulting are viable options. Graduates may work for:

Government agencies

Non-profit organizations

Private consulting firms



These roles focus on preserving biodiversity, managing natural resources, and advocating for

sustainable practices.

Benefits of Studying Biology at UNH

Studying biology at UNH offers numerous benefits beyond academic knowledge. The program is

designed to foster a collaborative and supportive learning environment.

Strong Faculty Support

Students benefit from dedicated faculty who are not only experts in their fields but also committed to

student success. Faculty members provide mentorship, guiding students through their academic

journey and helping them refine their career goals.

State-of-the-Art Facilities

UNH boasts modern laboratories and research facilities equipped with the latest technology. Access to

these resources allows students to engage in cutting-edge research and gain experience with

advanced scientific instruments.

Alumni Network

The UNH biology program has a strong alumni network, which can be beneficial for current students

seeking internships or job placements. Alumni often return to share their experiences and provide

guidance to the next generation of biology graduates.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the admission requirements for the UNH biology major?

A: Admission requirements typically include a high school diploma with a strong emphasis on science

and mathematics courses, along with standardized test scores and a personal statement.

Q: Can I pursue a minor alongside the biology major?

A: Yes, students can pursue a minor in a related field, such as chemistry or environmental science, to

complement their biology studies.

Q: Are there opportunities for graduate study after completing the

biology major?

A: Absolutely, many UNH biology graduates continue their education in graduate programs for

advanced degrees in various biological sciences or professional schools.

Q: What types of research are conducted within the biology program?

A: The biology program at UNH conducts diverse research, including studies in genetics, ecology,

marine biology, and microbiology, among others.

Q: How does the biology program prepare students for medical school?

A: The program provides a strong foundation in biological sciences, critical thinking, and laboratory

skills, all of which are essential for success in medical school.



Q: Is it possible to study abroad while pursuing a biology major at

UNH?

A: Yes, UNH offers various study abroad programs that allow biology students to gain international

experience and broaden their educational perspectives.

Q: What is the average class size for biology courses at UNH?

A: Class sizes vary, but many upper-level courses have smaller class sizes, fostering more interaction

and personalized learning experiences.

Q: Are internships guaranteed for biology majors at UNH?

A: While internships are not guaranteed, the university provides resources and support to help

students secure internships relevant to their career goals.

Q: Can I participate in undergraduate research as a freshman?

A: Yes, many students begin participating in research early in their academic careers, often in their

freshman or sophomore years, depending on availability.

Q: What types of jobs can I get with a bachelor's degree in biology

from UNH?

A: Graduates can pursue various roles, including laboratory technician, research assistant,

environmental consultant, and positions in healthcare, among others.
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