
wassce 2019 biology questions
wassce 2019 biology questions are pivotal for students preparing for the West African Senior
School Certificate Examination (WASSCE). This examination assesses the understanding of biological
concepts and principles that are essential for students aiming to pursue further studies in the
sciences. In this article, we will explore the key aspects of the WASSCE 2019 Biology paper, including
the types of questions asked, important topics covered, and effective preparation strategies.
Additionally, we will provide insights into the marking scheme and common pitfalls students should
avoid. This comprehensive guide aims to equip students with the necessary knowledge and tools to
excel in their biology examinations.
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Overview of WASSCE 2019 Biology Questions
The WASSCE 2019 Biology questions were designed to test students' grasp of biological concepts as
well as their practical application. The examination typically includes a mixture of multiple-choice
questions, short answer questions, and essay-type questions. Each type of question aims to assess
different levels of understanding, from basic recall of facts to higher-order thinking skills such as
analysis and synthesis.

Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the structure and format of the examination
to improve their performance. The WASSCE Biology syllabus covers various topics including cellular
biology, genetics, ecology, and human physiology, ensuring a well-rounded assessment of students'
knowledge in the field of biology.

Key Topics Covered in WASSCE 2019 Biology
WASSCE 2019 Biology questions spanned a broad range of topics that are fundamental to the study of
biology. Understanding these topics can significantly enhance a student's ability to answer questions
effectively. The following are some of the key topics included in the examination:



Cell Biology: Structure and function of cells, cell division, and cellular processes.

Genetics: Principles of inheritance, DNA structure, and genetic variations.

Ecology: Ecosystems, energy flow, and environmental conservation.

Human Biology: Anatomy and physiology of body systems, nutrition, and health.

Plant Biology: Photosynthesis, plant anatomy, and reproduction.

Each of these topics encompasses various subtopics that students must master to perform well in the
examination. A thorough understanding of these concepts not only prepares students for the exam
but also lays a solid foundation for future studies in biological sciences.

Types of Questions in WASSCE 2019 Biology
The WASSCE 2019 Biology examination featured different types of questions that tested a range of
skills and knowledge. Each question type serves a specific purpose in evaluating the student's
understanding of biology. The primary types included:

Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs)
Multiple-choice questions are designed to assess a student's recall and recognition of biological facts
and concepts. These questions typically provide four or five options from which students must select
the correct answer. MCQs are beneficial for testing knowledge across a wide range of topics
efficiently.

Short Answer Questions
Short answer questions require students to provide concise responses to specific queries. These
questions often assess students' ability to explain biological processes or define key terms. They
encourage students to articulate their understanding clearly and succinctly.

Essay-Type Questions
Essay-type questions challenge students to discuss broader biological concepts and apply their
knowledge critically. These questions often require students to integrate information from different
topics and provide comprehensive answers that demonstrate their understanding of biological
principles.

Preparation Strategies for WASSCE 2019 Biology
Effective preparation is crucial for success in the WASSCE 2019 Biology examination. Here are several
strategies students can employ to enhance their study efforts:



Review the WASSCE syllabus to ensure all topics are covered.

Practice past examination papers to familiarize yourself with question formats.

Form study groups to discuss complex concepts and share knowledge.

Utilize flashcards for memorizing important terms and definitions.

Seek help from teachers or tutors for challenging topics.

By employing these strategies, students can build confidence and improve their performance in the
examination. Consistent practice and active engagement with the material will lead to a deeper
understanding of biological concepts.

Understanding the Marking Scheme
Understanding the marking scheme used in the WASSCE 2019 Biology examination can greatly
benefit students. Each question type has a specific point value, and students should be aware of how
their answers are evaluated. Generally, the marking scheme comprises:

Correctness of the answer (factual accuracy).

Clarity and relevance of the explanation (for short and essay-type questions).

Use of appropriate biological terminology.

Logical structure and coherence in responses.

Students should practice answering questions in a manner that meets these criteria to maximize their
scores. Familiarity with the marking scheme helps students prioritize their study efforts based on the
types of questions that are more heavily weighted in terms of points.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
While preparing for the WASSCE 2019 Biology examination, students should be aware of common
pitfalls that can hinder their performance. Avoiding these mistakes can lead to better outcomes:

Neglecting to study all topics equally, focusing only on perceived strengths.

Failing to read questions carefully, which can lead to misinterpretation.

Rushing through the exam without reviewing answers.

Using incorrect terminology, which can affect clarity and precision.

Not practicing enough past questions to become familiar with the exam style.



By being mindful of these common mistakes, students can enhance their study habits and improve
their chances of success in the examination.

Conclusion
WASSCE 2019 Biology questions are designed to challenge students and assess their understanding
of essential biological concepts. By understanding the key topics, types of questions, and effective
preparation strategies, students can approach their studies with greater confidence. A solid grasp of
the marking scheme and awareness of common mistakes will further enhance their ability to perform
well in the examination. As students prepare, they should focus on building a comprehensive
understanding of biology to not only excel in their exams but also foster a lasting interest in the
subject.

Q: What topics should I focus on for WASSCE 2019 Biology?
A: Students should focus on key topics such as cell biology, genetics, ecology, human biology, and
plant biology as these are fundamental to the examination.

Q: How can I effectively prepare for the WASSCE 2019 Biology
exam?
A: Effective preparation involves reviewing the syllabus, practicing past papers, forming study groups,
utilizing flashcards, and seeking help for challenging topics.

Q: What types of questions are asked in WASSCE 2019
Biology?
A: The examination includes multiple-choice questions, short answer questions, and essay-type
questions, each assessing different levels of understanding.

Q: How is the WASSCE 2019 Biology exam marked?
A: The exam is marked based on the correctness of answers, clarity and relevance of explanations,
use of appropriate terminology, and logical structure in responses.

Q: What are common mistakes to avoid in the WASSCE 2019
Biology exam?
A: Common mistakes include neglecting topics, misreading questions, rushing through the exam,
using incorrect terminology, and insufficient practice with past questions.



Q: How can understanding the marking scheme help me?
A: Understanding the marking scheme helps students prioritize study efforts and answer questions in
a way that meets evaluators' criteria, maximizing scores.

Q: Is it important to practice past examination papers?
A: Yes, practicing past papers is crucial as it helps students familiarize themselves with the exam
format and the types of questions they will encounter.

Q: Can study groups enhance my preparation for the exam?
A: Yes, study groups can enhance preparation by allowing students to discuss complex concepts,
share knowledge, and provide support to one another.

Q: What role does terminology play in answering biology
questions?
A: Using appropriate biological terminology is essential for clarity and precision in responses, which
can significantly impact the overall score.

Q: How can I ensure I answer essay-type questions
effectively?
A: To answer essay-type questions effectively, structure your response logically, integrate information
from various topics, and use clear and precise language.
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