
1939 chevrolet business coupe
1939 chevrolet business coupe is a classic American automobile that captures the essence of
mid-20th century style and engineering. Known for its sleek design and robust performance, the
1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe stands out as a significant model in Chevrolet's history. This article
will explore the features, specifications, historical context, and restoration tips for the 1939
Chevrolet Business Coupe, making it a must-read for car enthusiasts and collectors alike. We will
delve into its design elements, performance metrics, and the impact it had on the automotive
industry during its time. Additionally, we will provide insights into owning and maintaining this
vintage vehicle, ensuring that both current and prospective owners have all the information they
need.
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Historical Context of the 1939 Chevrolet Business
Coupe
The 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe was introduced during a pivotal time in automotive history.
Following the Great Depression, the automotive industry was recovering, and manufacturers were
focused on creating vehicles that appealed to both the economy and the emerging middle class.
Chevrolet aimed to combine affordability with style and practicality, resulting in the Business Coupe,
which was designed primarily for business purposes while still providing comfort for personal use.

This model was part of Chevrolet's wider strategy to compete with Ford and other manufacturers in
the late 1930s. The Business Coupe was marketed as a vehicle that could serve both business needs
and personal transportation, making it a versatile choice for consumers. The model featured a two-
door design, emphasizing ease of access and cargo space, which appealed to small business owners
and professionals alike.



Design Features and Specifications
The design of the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe is characterized by its classic lines and distinctive
grille. This model introduced several notable design elements that would become iconic in the
automotive world.

Exterior Design
The exterior of the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe features a streamlined silhouette with a long
hood and a short rear deck, which was a popular design trend of the era. The front grille is a
prominent feature, showcasing a chrome finish with vertical bars that give the vehicle a bold look.

Interior Design
Inside, the Business Coupe was designed with functionality in mind. It offered a spacious cabin with
comfortable seating for two passengers. The dashboard was simple yet elegant, equipped with
essential gauges that provided the driver with vital information without overwhelming them. The use
of durable materials ensured that the interior could withstand daily use, which was an important
consideration for business owners.

Specifications
The 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe was built on a 112-inch wheelbase, which provided stability and
a smooth ride. It had a length of approximately 181 inches and a width of around 70 inches. The
coupe's weight typically ranged between 2,800 and 3,000 pounds, depending on the options
selected.

Standard features included:

Two-door coupe body style

Flathead six-cylinder engine

Manual transmission

Independent front suspension

Drum brakes

Performance and Engine Options
The performance of the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe was driven by its engine configuration. This
model primarily featured a 216 cubic inch (3.5L) inline-six engine, which was known for its reliability
and efficiency.



Engine Specifications
The inline-six engine produced approximately 85 horsepower, providing adequate power for both
city driving and highway cruising. Its simple design made it easy to maintain, a crucial factor for
business owners who relied on their vehicles for daily operations.

Transmission and Handling
The Business Coupe came standard with a three-speed manual transmission, which allowed for
smooth gear changes and decent acceleration. The vehicle's handling was enhanced by its
independent front suspension, which provided a comfortable ride even on bumpy roads.

Overall, the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe offered a well-balanced combination of power and
efficiency, making it a popular choice among consumers during its time.

Restoration and Maintenance Tips
Owning a 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe is a rewarding experience, but it comes with the
responsibility of maintenance and, if necessary, restoration. Many of these vehicles are now
considered classics, and proper care is essential to preserve their value and functionality.

Restoration Considerations
When restoring a 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe, it is crucial to focus on both aesthetics and
mechanics. Here are some key areas to consider:

Bodywork: Inspect for rust and damage, and consider repainting if necessary.

Interior: Replace worn upholstery and restore the dashboard features.

Engine: Ensure that the engine is in good working condition, and consider a rebuild if needed.

Maintenance Tips
Regular maintenance will help keep your Business Coupe in top shape. Recommended maintenance
tasks include:

Regular oil changes to ensure engine longevity.

Checking and replacing fluids as necessary.

Inspecting brakes and suspension components regularly.

Maintaining tire pressure and alignment for optimal handling.



The Cultural Impact of the 1939 Chevrolet Business
Coupe
The 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe holds a significant place in automotive history and American
culture. It represents a blend of practicality and style that resonated with consumers during a time
of economic recovery. The model is often celebrated in classic car shows and events, demonstrating
its lasting appeal and influence.

Moreover, the Business Coupe has become a symbol of the era, often featured in films and media
that depict the 1930s and 1940s. Its design and performance continue to inspire car enthusiasts and
collectors, contributing to the ongoing legacy of Chevrolet as a manufacturer.

Conclusion
The 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe is not just a car; it is a piece of history that encapsulates the
spirit of American innovation and design. With its classic styling, reliable performance, and cultural
significance, this model remains a treasured find for collectors and enthusiasts alike. Whether you
are considering purchasing one or simply appreciate classic cars, the 1939 Chevrolet Business
Coupe offers a glimpse into a bygone era of automotive excellence.

Q: What type of engine does the 1939 Chevrolet Business
Coupe have?
A: The 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe is typically equipped with a 216 cubic inch inline-six engine,
which produces approximately 85 horsepower.

Q: How many doors does the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe
have?
A: The 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe features a two-door design, which is characteristic of coupes
from that era.

Q: What are common restoration challenges for the 1939
Chevrolet Business Coupe?
A: Common restoration challenges include addressing rust issues, sourcing original parts, and
restoring the interior upholstery and dashboard features.

Q: Is the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe a good investment
for collectors?
A: Yes, the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe is considered a good investment for collectors, as vintage
cars can appreciate in value over time, especially if they are well maintained or restored.



Q: What are some typical maintenance tasks for the 1939
Chevrolet Business Coupe?
A: Typical maintenance tasks include regular oil changes, fluid checks, brake inspections, and
maintaining tire pressure and alignment.

Q: How does the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe compare to
other models from the same era?
A: The 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe is noted for its reliable performance and stylish design,
making it competitive against models from Ford and other manufacturers during the late 1930s.

Q: Can I still find parts for the 1939 Chevrolet Business
Coupe?
A: Yes, many parts for the 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe are available through specialty retailers,
classic car parts suppliers, and online platforms dedicated to vintage vehicles.

Q: What is the average price range for a 1939 Chevrolet
Business Coupe today?
A: The price of a 1939 Chevrolet Business Coupe can vary widely based on condition, restoration
level, and originality, typically ranging from $15,000 to $35,000 or more for well-restored examples.
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