
age of tom cruise in risky business
age of tom cruise in risky business is a topic that captures the fascination
of movie buffs and fans of the legendary actor alike. Released in 1983,
"Risky Business" marked a pivotal moment in Tom Cruise's career, catapulting
him to fame and establishing him as a leading man in Hollywood. At the time
of filming, Cruise was just 19 years old, a fresh face in the industry with a
promising future. This article will explore the context of Cruise's age
during "Risky Business," delve into the film's impact on his career, and
analyze the themes and cultural significance of the movie. Additionally, we
will examine how the film's portrayal of adolescence resonates with audiences
even today.
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Understanding the Age of Tom Cruise During
Filming

When "Risky Business" was filmed, Tom Cruise was born on July 3, 1962, making
him 19 years old during production. This age played a crucial role in the
character he portrayed, Joel Goodson, a high school student navigating the
challenges of adolescence. The youthful exuberance and naivety that Cruise
brought to the role were instrumental in making the character relatable to a
wide audience.

The Role of Youth in "Risky Business"

The film's plot centers around Joel, who, while his parents are away,
indulges in a series of reckless decisions that lead to both comedic and
dramatic consequences. Cruise's age allowed him to authentically embody the
carefree yet anxious spirit of a teenager on the brink of adulthood. The
character's journey reflects the universal struggles of youth, making the
film a significant cultural touchstone.



Impact of Age on Performance

At 19, Cruise was still developing as an actor, and his performance in "Risky
Business" showcased his raw talent and charm. His age contributed to the
film’s dynamic, as it captured the essence of teenage rebellion and the quest
for identity. Cruise's portrayal of Joel resonated with audiences, as it
mirrored their experiences and aspirations during their own formative years.

The Impact of "Risky Business" on Tom Cruise's
Career

"Risky Business" was a defining moment in Tom Cruise's career, propelling him
into the limelight. Prior to this film, Cruise had appeared in several
television shows and movies, but none had garnered significant attention. The
success of "Risky Business" not only showcased his acting abilities but also
established him as a bankable star in Hollywood.

Box Office Success

The film was a commercial success, grossing over $63 million against a modest
budget of $6 million. This financial success was a testament to Cruise's
appeal and the film's innovative marketing strategies. The iconic scene of
Cruise dancing in his underwear to Bob Seger’s "Old Time Rock and Roll"
became a cultural phenomenon, further solidifying his status as a leading
man.

A Shift in Career Trajectory

Following "Risky Business," Tom Cruise transitioned from a young actor to a
household name. His performance earned him critical acclaim and opened the
door to more significant roles in films such as "Top Gun," "The Color of
Money," and "Rain Man." The film's success also led to collaborations with
renowned directors and an expansive career that spanned decades.

Key Themes and Cultural Significance of "Risky
Business"

"Risky Business" explores several themes that resonate with audiences,
particularly the challenges of adolescence, the allure of wealth, and the



consequences of choices. These themes are woven throughout the film, making
it more than just a coming-of-age story; it serves as a reflection of
societal values during the early 1980s.

Adolescence and Identity

The film encapsulates the struggles of adolescence, focusing on Joel's quest
for identity and independence. The pressures of parental expectations,
societal norms, and the desire for acceptance are central to Joel's character
development. This theme of self-discovery is relatable to viewers,
particularly young adults navigating similar experiences.

Wealth and Consequence

Another significant theme is the allure of wealth and the moral dilemmas that
accompany it. Joel's encounter with a call girl leads him into a world of
temptation and risk, ultimately forcing him to confront the consequences of
his actions. This exploration of morality and the consequences of choices
reflects the societal attitudes of the early '80s, where the pursuit of the
American Dream was often accompanied by ethical compromises.

Legacy of "Risky Business" in Cinema History

The legacy of "Risky Business" extends beyond Tom Cruise's career. The film
is often credited with redefining the teen genre and has influenced countless
movies that followed. Its blend of comedy, drama, and romance set a precedent
for future films exploring the complexities of adolescence.

Cultural Impact

Over the years, "Risky Business" has maintained its status as a cult classic.
The film's iconic scenes, particularly the dance sequence, have been
referenced and parodied in various forms of media. Its impact is evident in
how it has inspired subsequent filmmakers to explore similar themes of youth
and rebellion.

Recognition and Awards

The film received several award nominations and accolades, further cementing



its place in cinematic history. Tom Cruise's performance was particularly
praised, showcasing his potential as a leading actor. The film's influence
can still be seen today, as it continues to resonate with both new and old
audiences alike.

Conclusion

In summary, the age of Tom Cruise in Risky Business played a significant role
in shaping both the character of Joel Goodson and Cruise's burgeoning career.
At 19, he brought authenticity to the role, allowing the film to explore
themes of adolescence and moral complexity. The success of "Risky Business"
not only launched Cruise into stardom but also left an indelible mark on
cinema history. Today, it remains a beloved film that continues to engage
audiences, reflecting the challenges and triumphs of youth.

Q: How old was Tom Cruise when he filmed Risky
Business?
A: Tom Cruise was 19 years old when he filmed "Risky Business," having been
born on July 3, 1962.

Q: What impact did Risky Business have on Tom
Cruise's career?
A: "Risky Business" was a turning point for Tom Cruise, establishing him as a
major star and leading to significant roles in subsequent blockbuster films.

Q: What themes are explored in Risky Business?
A: "Risky Business" explores themes of adolescence, identity, the allure of
wealth, and the consequences of choices, resonating with audiences of all
ages.

Q: Is Risky Business considered a classic film?
A: Yes, "Risky Business" is considered a cult classic and is often referenced
in discussions about influential teen films from the 1980s.

Q: What is the significance of the dance scene in
Risky Business?
A: The dance scene in "Risky Business" is iconic and has become a cultural



touchstone, representing youthful rebellion and carefree spirit.

Q: How did Risky Business influence the teen genre
in cinema?
A: "Risky Business" redefined the teen genre by blending comedy with serious
themes, setting the stage for future films that explored similar topics.

Q: What awards did Risky Business receive?
A: "Risky Business" received several nominations and accolades, highlighting
Tom Cruise's performance and the film's impact on cinema.

Q: How did audiences react to Tom Cruise's
performance in Risky Business?
A: Audiences and critics praised Tom Cruise's performance in "Risky
Business," recognizing his talent and charisma, which contributed to the
film's success.

Q: What cultural references have emerged from Risky
Business?
A: "Risky Business" has inspired many references and parodies in popular
culture, particularly the memorable dance scene and its themes of youth and
spontaneity.
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