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best small business printer scanner is a critical consideration for any small
business looking to enhance productivity and streamline operations. In
today’s fast-paced business environment, having an efficient printer and
scanner can save time, reduce costs, and improve workflow. This article
delves into the essential features that make a printer scanner ideal for
small businesses, provides a selection of the best models available, and
discusses the factors to consider when making a purchase. By the end, you
will be equipped with the knowledge to choose the right device that meets
your unique business needs.
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Understanding the Importance of a Printer
Scanner for Small Businesses

For small businesses, the ability to print, scan, and copy documents
efficiently can significantly impact daily operations. A reliable printer
scanner can facilitate communication, enhance document management, and ensure
the professional presentation of materials. Businesses often rely on these
devices for producing invoices, contracts, marketing materials, and other
essential documents.

Moreover, a multifunction printer scanner minimizes the need for multiple
devices, which can save space and reduce costs. By consolidating printing and
scanning functions into one device, small businesses can optimize their
office layout and streamline their workflow. This integration is particularly
beneficial for startups and small offices where every square foot counts.

Key Features to Look for in a Small Business
Printer Scanner

When searching for the best small business printer scanner, several key
features should be considered to ensure it meets the demands of your business
operations. Understanding these features can help you make an informed
decision that aligns with your specific needs.



Print Quality and Speed

Print quality is essential for producing professional documents. Look for
printers that offer high-resolution printing capabilities, typically measured
in DPI (dots per inch). Additionally, consider the print speed, usually
indicated in pages per minute (PPM). A faster printer can enhance
productivity, especially in busy environments.

Scanning Features

A good printer scanner should provide versatile scanning options. Features to
consider include:

Automatic Document Feeder (ADF): This feature allows multiple pages to
be scanned without manual intervention, saving time and effort.

Duplex Scanning: This allows for scanning both sides of a document
simultaneously, further enhancing efficiency.

Color Scanning: Essential for businesses that need to scan various types
of documents and images.

Connectivity Options

In an era of wireless technology, connectivity options are crucial. Look for
printer scanners that offer:

Wi-Fi and Ethernet Connectivity: For seamless integration into your
office network.

Mobile Printing: Support for printing from smartphones and tablets can
enhance convenience.

Cloud Services: The ability to connect with cloud storage solutions for
easy access and sharing of scanned documents.

Cost of Ownership

The initial purchase price is just one aspect; consider the total cost of
ownership, including ongoing costs such as ink or toner cartridges,
maintenance, and energy consumption. Selecting a printer scanner with
affordable consumables can greatly reduce long-term expenses.

Top Recommendations for the Best Small Business
Printer Scanners

With numerous options available in the market, we have compiled a list of
some of the best small business printer scanners that excel in performance,
reliability, and features.



1. Brother MFC-L3770CDW

This all-in-one color laser printer is well-suited for small business needs.
It offers fast printing speeds, high-quality color output, and automatic
duplex printing. With Wi-Fi connectivity and mobile printing options, it
integrates seamlessly into any office environment.

2. Canon imageCLASS MF445dw

The Canon imageCLASS MF445dw is a reliable monochrome laser printer that
provides excellent print quality and speed. Its versatile scanning
capabilities, including ADF and duplex scanning, make it a strong contender
for businesses focused on efficiency.

3. HP Color LaserJet Pro MFP M479fdw

This multifunction printer is designed for high-volume printing and scanning.
It features fast print speeds, advanced security features, and robust mobile
printing capabilities, making it ideal for growing businesses.

4. Epson EcoTank ET-4760

Known for its innovative cartridge-free printing system, the Epson EcoTank
ET-4760 offers significant savings on ink costs. Its large ink tanks allow
for high-volume printing without frequent replacements, making it perfect for
small businesses.

5. Fujitsu ScanSnap iX1500

While primarily a scanner, the Fujitsu ScanSnap iX1500 is an excellent choice
for small businesses that prioritize scanning. Its user-friendly interface,
high-speed scanning, and ability to digitize documents quickly make it a
valuable asset.

Comparison of Popular Models

To make an informed decision, it is essential to compare the features, costs,
and performance of the recommended models. Below is a brief comparison of the
top printer scanners discussed.

Model Print Speed
(PPM)

Scan Speed
(IPM) Connectivity Cost

Brother MFC-L3770CDW 28 27 Wi-Fi, Ethernet Mid-range

Canon imageCLASS MF445dw 40 27 Wi-Fi, Ethernet Mid-range

HP Color LaserJet Pro MFP M479fdw 28 24 Wi-Fi, Ethernet High-end



Epson EcoTank ET-4760 15 20 Wi-Fi, Ethernet Mid-range

Fujitsu ScanSnap iX1500 N/A 30 Wi-Fi, USB Mid-range

Maintenance Tips for Your Printer Scanner

To ensure longevity and optimal performance of your printer scanner, regular
maintenance is essential. Here are some tips to keep in mind:

Regular Cleaning: Dust and debris can accumulate, affecting performance.
Clean the exterior and the scanner glass regularly.

Update Software: Ensure that the printer drivers are up to date to avoid
compatibility issues and improve functionality.

Use Quality Consumables: Always use recommended ink or toner cartridges
to avoid damage and ensure quality output.

Monitor Usage: Keep track of printing and scanning volumes to anticipate
maintenance needs and consumable replacements.

Conclusion

Choosing the best small business printer scanner involves evaluating your
specific needs and understanding the features that will best serve your
business. By considering the essential features, exploring top models, and
maintaining your device properly, you can enhance your office’s productivity
and efficiency. Investing in the right printer scanner is a strategic move
that can yield significant benefits for your small business in the long term.

Q: What is the best small business printer scanner
for high-volume printing?

A: The HP Color LaserJet Pro MFP M479fdw is highly recommended for high-
volume printing due to its fast print speeds, large paper capacity, and
robust scanning capabilities.

Q: How important is print quality for small
businesses?

A: Print quality is crucial for small businesses as it impacts the
professionalism of documents presented to clients and stakeholders. High-
resolution printing ensures that all materials are clear and visually
appealing.



Q: Are multifunction printers worth it for small
businesses?

A: Yes, multifunction printers are worth it for small businesses as they
combine printing, scanning, and copying functions into one device, saving
space and reducing costs.

Q: What should I consider regarding maintenance costs
for printer scanners?

A: When considering maintenance costs, factor in the price of ink or toner
cartridges, the frequency of required maintenance, and any potential repairs.
Choosing models with affordable consumables can help lower long-term
expenses.

Q: Can I print from my smartphone using a small
business printer scanner?

A: Yes, many modern small business printer scanners offer mobile printing
options, allowing you to print documents directly from your smartphone or
tablet via Wi-Fi or dedicated apps.

Q: What is the average lifespan of a small business
printer scanner?

A: The average lifespan of a small business printer scanner can vary, but
with proper maintenance, many devices can last between 3 to 5 years or longer
depending on usage and quality.

Q: Do I need a separate scanner if I have a
multifunction printer?

A: Generally, a multifunction printer provides sufficient scanning
capabilities for most small business needs. However, if your business
requires high-volume scanning or specialized features, a dedicated scanner
might be beneficial.

Q: Is it better to buy or lease a printer scanner for
a small business?

A: The decision to buy or lease a printer scanner depends on your business's
financial situation and needs. Buying is a good option for long-term use,
while leasing can provide access to the latest technology without high
upfront costs.



Q: What features should I prioritize in a printer
scanner for remote work?

A: For remote work, prioritize features such as wireless connectivity, mobile
printing capabilities, and high-quality scanning options to ensure efficiency
and ease of use from different locations.

Q: Can I connect my printer scanner to multiple
devices?

A: Yes, most modern printer scanners can connect to multiple devices via Wi-
Fi, allowing several users to print and scan documents from their computers
and mobile devices simultaneously.
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