FEDEX SMALL BUSINESS GRANT CONTEST WINNERS

FEDEX SMALL BUSINESS GRANT CONTEST WINNERS HAVE BECOME A BEACON OF HOPE AND OPPORTUNITY FOR MANY
ENTREPRENEURS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. EACH YEAR, FEDEX SPONSORS A GRANT CONTEST AIMED AT SUPPORTING SMALL
BUSINESSES WITH INNOVATIVE IDEAS AND STRATEGIES. THE CONTEST PROVIDES WINNERS WITH SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE THAT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT THEIR BUSINESS GROWTH AND SUSTAINABILITY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE
DETAILS OF THE FEDEX SMALL BUsINESS GRANT CONTEST, INCLUDING ITS HISTORY, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, APPLICATION
PROCESS, AND A HIGHLIGHT OF PAST WINNERS WHO HAVE MADE REMARKABLE STRIDES IN THEIR RESPECTIVE INDUSTRIES. By
UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEST'S NUANCES, ASPIRING ENTREPRENEURS CAN BETTER POSITION THEMSELVES FOR SUCCESS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE FEDEX SMALL BuUsIiNEss GRANT CONTEST

THE FEDEX SMALL BusiNess GRANT CONTEST WAS INITIATED TO SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES BY PROVIDING THEM WITH THE
FUNDS NECESSARY TO GROW AND THRIVE. LAUNCHED IN 2013, THE CONTEST AIMS TO EMPOWER ENTREPRENEURS, ENCOURAGE
INNOVATION, AND HELP BUSINESSES NAVIGATE CHALLENGES IN A COMPETITIVE MARKETPLACE. EACH YEAR, SMALL BUSINESSES
FROM VARIOUS SECTORS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT THEIR APPLICATIONS, SHOWCASING THEIR BUSINESS PLANS, COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT, AND POTENTIAL FOR GROW TH.

\X/INNERS OF THE CONTEST RECEIVE FINANCIAL GRANTS RANGING FROM $ 15,000 1o $50,000, DEPENDING ON THEIR PLACEMENT
WITHIN THE COMPETITION. MOREOVER, THE CONTEST NOT ONLY PROVIDES MONETARY SUPPORT BUT ALSO OFFERS PUBLICITY
AND NET\WORKING OPPORTUNITIES THAT CAN BE INVALUABLE FOR A SMALL BUSINESS. BY PARTICIPATING, ENTREPRENEURS GAIN
VISIBILITY AND THE CHANCE TO CONNECT WITH INDUSTRY LEADERS AND FELLOW BUSINESS OWNERS.

ELiGiBILITY CRITERIA FOR APPLICANTS

To PARTICIPATE IN THE FEDEX SMALL BUSINESS GRANT CONTEST, APPLICANTS MUST MEET SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE REQUIREMENTS IS ESSENTIAL FOR ANY SMALL BUSINESS LOOKING TO APPLY. T HE PRIMARY CRITERIA
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

® BUSINESS SIZE: APPLICANTS MUST OPERATE A FOR-PROFIT BUSINESS WITH FEWER THAN 100 EMPLOYEES.
o BUSINESS AGE: THE BUSINESS SHOULD HAVE BEEN IN OPERATION FOR AT LEAST SIX MONTHS PRIOR TO THE APPLICATION.

o LEGAL STATUS: BUSINESSES MUST BE REGISTERED AND OPERATING LEGALLY WITHIN THE UNITED STATES.



* UNIQUE IDEAS: APPLICANTS SHOULD PRESENT INNOVATIVE AND UNIQUE BUSINESS IDEAS THAT DEMONSTRATE THE
POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH AND SUSTAINABILITY.

o COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: CONTESTANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SHOWCASE THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THEIR LOCAL
COMMUNITIES.

THESE CRITERIA ENSURE THAT THE CONTEST SUPPORTS BUSINESSES THAT HAVE A LEGITIMATE FOUNDATION AND ARE POISED FOR
FUTURE GROWTH. ADDITIONALLY, THE CONTEST AIMS TO UPLIFT SMALL BUSINESSES THAT ACTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR
COMMUNITIES, ALIGNING WITH FEDEX’S COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.

APPLICATION PROCESS

THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR THE FEDEX SMALL BUsINESS GRANT CONTEST IS STRUCTURED TO FACILITATE A FAIR
EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL CANDIDATES. |T TYPICALLY INVOLVES SEVERAL STAGES, INCLUDING SUBMISSION OF THE
APPLICATION, PUBLIC VOTING, AND SELECTION OF FINALISTS. THE FOLLOWING OUTLINES THE KEY STEPS IN THE APPLICATION
PROCESS:

1. APPLICATION SUBMISSION: INTERESTED BUSINESSES MUST COMPLETE AN ONLINE APPLICATION FORM, DETAILING THEIR
BUSINESS MODEL, FINANCIAL NEEDS, AND MARKETING STRATEGIES. THIS SUBMISSION USUALLY INCLUDES A VIDEO
PRESENTATION THAT HIGHLIGHTS THE BUSINESS'S MISSION AND VISION.

2. PusLIC VOTING: AFTER THE INITIAL REVIEW, THE CONTEST ENTERS A PUBLIC VOTING STAGE WHERE THE COMMUNITY CAN
SUPPORT THEIR FAVORITE BUSINESSES. THIS STAGE NOT ONLY BOOSTS VISIBILITY FOR APPLICANTS BUT ALSO ENGAGES
THE COMMUNITY IN THE CONTEST.

3. FINAL SELECTION: A PANEL OF JUDGES EVALUATES THE SUBMISSIONS BASED ON CREATIVITY, FEASIBILITY, AND
POTENTIAL IMPACT. FINALISTS ARE THEN CHOSEN BASED ON THEIR SCORES, AND WINNERS ARE ANNOUNCED.

THE APPLICATION TIMELINE TYPICALLY SPANS SEVERAL MONTHS, WITH SPECIFIC DATES ANNOUNCED ANNUALLY. IT 1S CRUCIAL
FOR APPLICANTS TO STAY INFORMED ABOUT THESE DATES AND PREPARE THEIR SUBMISSIONS ACCORDINGLY TO MAXIMIZE THEIR
CHANCES OF SUCCESS.

NoTABLE WINNERS OF THE CONTEST

OVER THE YEARS, THE FEDEX SMALL BUsINESS GRANT CONTEST HAS RECOGNIZED NUMEROUS SMALL BUSINESSES THAT HAVE
MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEIR INDUSTRIES. SOME OF THE NOTABLE WINNERS INCLUDE:

e 2021 WINNErR: THE HoNEY PoT COMPANY - THIS NATURAL FEMININE CARE PRODUCT BRAND HAS GAINED POPULARITY
FOR ITS FOCUS ON CREATING PRODUCTS THAT ARE BOTH EFFECTIVE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY. THE GRANT
HELPED THEM EXPAND THEIR PRODUCT LINE AND INCREASE THEIR REACH.

e 2020 WINNer: TAFFY’s oF CAPE CoD - A GOURMET CANDY COMPANY KNOWN FOR ITS HIGH-QUALITY CONFECTIONS,
TAFFY’S UTILIZED THE GRANT TO ENHANCE THEIR MANUFACTURING PROCESSES, ALLOWING THEM TO MEET GROWING
DEMAND.

e 2019 WINNER: GooDIe GIRL COOKIES - THIS GLUTEN-FREE COOKIE BRAND SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHED ITS PRODUCTS ON
A NATIONAL SCALE WITH THE HELP OF THE GRANT, SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASING ITS MARKET PRESENCE.



THESE WINNERS EXEMPLIFY THE DIVERSE RANGE OF BUSINESSES THAT THE FEDEX SMALL BUsINESS GRANT CONTEST SUPPORTS.
THEIR SUCCESS STORIES NOT ONLY INSPIRE FUTURE APPLICANTS BUT ALSO SHOWCASE THE IMPACT OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
ON SMALL BUSINESS GROW TH.

IMPACT OF WINNING THE GRANT

W INNING THE FEDEX SMALL BUSINESS GRANT CAN HAVE A TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES. THE FINANCIAL
SUPPORT PROVIDES THE NECESSARY CAPITAL TO INVEST IN VARIOUS ASPECTS SUCH AS PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT, MARKETING,
AND OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS. ADDITIONALLY, THE EXPOSURE GAINED FROM BEING A CONTEST FINALIST OR WINNER CAN
LEAD TO INCREASED CUSTOMER INTEREST AND SALES.

MANY WINNERS HAVE REPORTED SIGNIFICANT GROWTH IN THEIR BUSINESSES POST-CONTEST, WHICH CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO
SEVERAL FACTORS:

® INCREASED VISIBILITY: W/ INNERS RECEIVE MEDIA COVERAGE AND PUBLICITY, ENHANCING THEIR BRAND RECOGNITION.

® NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES: THE CONTEST CONNECTS WINNERS WITH INDUSTRY LEADERS AND POTENTIAL PARTNERS,
FOSTERING COLLABORATIONS.

e COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: \W/INNING OFTEN ELEVATES A BUSINESS'S PROFILE WITHIN ITS LOCAL COMMUNITY, LEADING TO
INCREASED CUSTOMER LOYALTY.

THE LONG-TERM BENEFITS OF WINNING THE CONTEST EXTEND BEYOND FINANCIAL SUPPORT, CONTRIBUTING TO SUSTAINED
GROWTH AND INNOVATION WITHIN THE SMALL BUSINESS SECTOR.

CoNCLUSION

THe FEDEX SMALL BusiNess GRANT CONTEST CONTINUES TO EMPOWER ENTREPRENEURS AND SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. BY PROVIDING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND A PLATFORM FOR VISIBILITY, FEDEX PLAYS A
SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN FOSTERING INNOVATION AND GROWTH IN THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMUNITY. AS MORE ENTREPRENEURS LEARN
ABOUT THE CONTEST AND ITS BENEFITS, THE POTENTIAL FOR IMPACTFUL SUCCESS STORIES WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO
GROW/, INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF BUSINESS LEADERS.

Q: WHAT 1s THE FeEDEx SMALL BusiNess GRANT CONTEST?

A: THe FEDEX SMALL BusiNESs GRANT CONTEST IS AN ANNUAL COMPETITION THAT PROVIDES FINANCIAL GRANTS TO SMALL
BUSINESSES IN THE UNITED STATES, AIMED AT SUPPORTING THEIR GROWTH AND INNOVATION.

Q: How MUCH CAN WINNERS RECEIVE FROM THE CONTEST?

A: W/INNERS OF THE FEDEX SMALL BUsINESs GRANT CONTEST CAN RECEIVE GRANTS RANGING FRoM $ 15,000 1o $50,000,
DEPENDING ON THEIR PLACEMENT IN THE COMPETITION.



Q: WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR THE CONTEST?

A: ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS MUST OPERATE A FOR-PROFIT BUSINESS WITH FEWER THAN 100 EMPLOYEES, BE IN OPERATION FOR AT
LEAST SIX MONTHS, AND HAVE A REGISTERED LEGAL STATUS IN THE UNITED STATES.

QI How DOES THE PUBLIC VOTING PROCESS WORK IN THE CONTEST?

A: AFTER THE INITIAL APPLICATION REVIEW, PUBLIC VOTING ALLOWS THE COMMUNITY TO SUPPORT THEIR FAVORITE
BUSINESSES, WHICH CAN INFLUENCE THE SELECTION OF FINALISTS BASED ON THE NUMBER OF VOTES RECEIVED.

QZ CAN BUSINESSES FROM ANY INDUSTRY APPLY FOR THE CONTEST?

A: YES/ BUSINESSES FROM VARIOUS INDUSTRIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY, AS LONG AS THEY MEET THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
OQUTLINED BY THE CONTEST.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME BENEFITS OF WINNING THE FEDEX SMALL BUSINESS GRANT?

A: WINNING THE GRANT PROVIDES FINANCIAL SUPPORT, INCREASED VISIBILITY, NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES, AND ENHANCED
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, ALL CONTRIBUTING TO THE BUSINESS'S GROWTH.

QI How CAN APPLICANTS PREPARE FOR THE CONTEST?

A: APPLICANTS SHOULD PREPARE A COMPREHENSIVE BUSINESS PLAN, A COMPELLING VIDEO PRESENTATION, AND GATHER
COMMUNITY SUPPORT TO MAXIMIZE THEIR CHANCES OF SUCCESS DURING THE PUBLIC VOTING PHASE.

Q: WHeN DoEes THE FEDEX SMALL BusiNEss GRANT CONTEST TAKE PLACE?

A: THE CONTEST TYPICALLY RUNS ANNUALLY, WITH SPECIFIC DATES ANNOUNCED ON THE FEDEX WEBSITE. INTERESTED
APPLICANTS SHOULD STAY UPDATED ON THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS.

QZ ARE THERE ANY FEES ASSOCIATED WITH APPLYING FOR THE CONTEST?

A: THERE ARE NO FEES TO APPLY FOR THE FEDEX SMALL BUSINESS GRANT CONTEST; IT IS FREE FOR ELIGIBLE BUSINESSES TO
ENTER.

QI WHAT SHOULD BUSINESSES EMPHASIZE IN THEIR APPLICATIONS?

A: BUSINESSES SHOULD EMPHASIZE THEIR UNIQUE VALUE PROPOSITIONS, COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT, AND PLANS FOR UTILIZING
THE GRANT MONEY EFFECTIVELY TO ACHIEVE THEIR GROWTH OBJECTIVES.
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