good laser printer for small business

good laser printer for small business is an essential tool that can
significantly enhance productivity and reduce operational costs. In today’s
fast-paced business environment, small businesses need reliable printing
solutions that offer high-quality output, speed, and affordability. This
article will explore the key features to consider when selecting a laser
printer for your small business, review some of the best models available,
and provide tips on maximizing your printer’s efficiency. By the end, you
will have a comprehensive understanding of what makes a good laser printer
and how it can benefit your business.
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Understanding the Importance of a Good Laser
Printer

A good laser printer for small business is crucial for maintaining efficiency
and professionalism. Unlike inkjet printers, laser printers utilize toner and
heat to produce prints, which typically results in faster output and sharper
text. For small businesses that print documents like reports, contracts, and
marketing materials, having a reliable printer can make a significant
difference in daily operations.

Moreover, laser printers are known for their cost-effectiveness over time.
The cost per page is generally lower than that of inkjet printers, especially
when printing in high volumes. This is particularly beneficial for small
businesses that regularly produce a large number of documents. Additionally,
modern laser printers offer advanced features such as duplex printing,
wireless connectivity, and mobile printing, which can streamline workflows
and enhance productivity.



Key Features to Consider

When searching for a good laser printer for small business, it’s essential to
evaluate several key features that will impact your printing needs.

Print Speed and Volume

The print speed, measured in pages per minute (PPM), is a critical factor for
small businesses. A printer with a high PPM can handle large print jobs
quickly, which is essential when time is of the essence. Additionally,
consider the printer's monthly duty cycle, which indicates how many pages it
can print in a month without compromising quality. Choose a model that
exceeds your expected monthly print volume to ensure longevity and
reliability.

Print Quality

Print quality is another vital aspect, especially for businesses that require
sharp text and vibrant graphics. Look for printers with a resolution of at
least 1200 x 1200 dpi (dots per inch) to ensure professional-quality prints.
This is particularly important for marketing materials and presentations
where first impressions matter.

Connectivity Options

In today's digital age, connectivity is key. A good laser printer should
offer multiple connectivity options such as USB, Ethernet, and wireless
capabilities. Wireless printing allows for easier access from multiple
devices, including laptops, tablets, and smartphones, which can improve
overall workflow efficiency.

Cost of Consumables

The long-term costs associated with a laser printer include toner cartridges
and maintenance supplies. It’s important to research the cost of replacement
toner and the yield (number of pages printed per cartridge) to determine the
true cost-effectiveness of a printer. Some models come with high-yield toner
options that can significantly reduce per-page costs.



Top Laser Printers for Small Business

Here are some of the best laser printers currently available for small
businesses, selected based on their features, performance, and value for
money.

e HP LaserJet Pro M404dn

This printer offers fast print speeds of up to 40 PPM and excellent
print quality. It supports automatic duplex printing and has robust
security features, making it ideal for small businesses.

e Brother HL-L8360CDW

With its high print speed of 33 PPM and ability to print in color, this
printer is perfect for businesses that need to produce vibrant marketing

materials. It also offers mobile printing and a large paper capacity.

e Lexmark B2236dw

This compact printer is perfect for small offices with limited space. It

offers fast printing at 36 PPM and features wireless connectivity,
making it easy to connect and print from various devices.

e Canon imageCLASS MF445dw
This multifunction printer combines printing, scanning, copying, and

faxing capabilities. It offers fast print speeds of 40 PPM and features

an intuitive touchscreen display.

e Xerox Phaser 6510/DN

Ideal for businesses that require color printing, this printer delivers
excellent print quality and speed. It also supports various connectivity

options, including mobile printing.

Maximizing Printer Efficiency

To get the most out of your good laser printer for small business, consider

these tips for maximizing efficiency.



Regular Maintenance

Perform regular maintenance on your printer to ensure it operates smoothly.
This includes cleaning the printer, replacing toner and other consumables
promptly, and updating the printer’s firmware as needed. Regular maintenance
can prolong the life of your printer and improve print quality.

Utilizing Built-in Features

Take advantage of the built-in features offered by modern laser printers. For
example, use duplex printing to save paper and reduce costs. Explore mobile
printing options to allow employees to print directly from their devices,
which can enhance productivity.

Monitor Usage and Costs

Keep track of your printing habits and costs. Monitor toner usage and replace
cartridges only when necessary. This can help in budgeting and ensuring that
your printer remains a cost-effective solution for your business.

Conclusion

Investing in a good laser printer for small business is a decision that can
significantly impact productivity and cost management. By understanding the
key features to look for and reviewing some of the best models available,
small business owners can make informed choices that meet their specific
needs. Regular maintenance and effective use of built-in features can further
enhance the efficiency of your printing operations. Selecting the right
printer will not only improve your document quality but also contribute
positively to your overall business performance.

Q: What is the best laser printer for a small
business?

A: The best laser printer for a small business depends on specific needs,
such as print volume and required features. However, models like the HP
LaserJet Pro M404dn and Brother HL-L8360CDW are highly recommended for their
reliability and performance.



Q: How much should I expect to spend on a good laser
printer for small business?

A: Prices for good laser printers for small businesses can range from $150 to
$600, depending on features and capabilities. It's important to consider both
the initial cost and long-term consumable costs.

Q: Are laser printers worth it for small businesses?

A: Yes, laser printers are often worth it for small businesses due to their
speed, cost-effectiveness for high-volume printing, and superior print
quality compared to inkjet printers.

Q: What is the difference between a monochrome and
color laser printer?

A: A monochrome laser printer only prints in black and white, making it ideal
for text documents, while a color laser printer can produce color prints,
which is beneficial for marketing materials and presentations.

Q: Can I print from my smartphone to a laser
printer?

A: Many modern laser printers offer wireless connectivity and mobile printing
capabilities, allowing you to print directly from your smartphone or tablet
using specific apps or protocols like AirPrint or Google Cloud Print.

Q: How often should I perform maintenance on my
laser printer?

A: Regular maintenance should be performed monthly, including cleaning the
printer and checking for firmware updates. Additionally, monitor toner levels
and replace cartridges as needed.

Q: How can I reduce printing costs in my small
business?

A: To reduce printing costs, consider using duplex printing, monitoring toner
usage, selecting high-yield toner cartridges, and avoiding unnecessary prints
by reviewing documents digitally before printing.



Q: What type of warranty should I look for in a
laser printer?

A: Look for a warranty that covers at least one year for parts and labor.
Some manufacturers offer extended warranties or service plans, which can be
beneficial for small businesses with heavy usage.

Q: Are there eco-friendly laser printers available?

A: Yes, many manufacturers produce eco-friendly laser printers that use
energy-saving technologies and recyclable materials. Look for printers with
Energy Star certification for better energy efficiency.

Q: What factors should I consider for printer
placement in my office?

A: Consider factors such as accessibility for all users, proximity to power
outlets, space for paper and toner storage, and minimizing noise disruption
in open office environments when placing your printer.
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