
harvard business mba
harvard business mba is one of the most prestigious graduate degrees available, renowned for its
rigorous academic curriculum, exceptional faculty, and extensive network of alumni. The Harvard
Business School (HBS) MBA program offers aspiring leaders a transformative experience that equips
them with the skills necessary to navigate complex business environments. In this comprehensive
article, we will explore the various aspects of the Harvard Business MBA program, including its
curriculum, admission requirements, costs, and the career opportunities it presents. Whether you are
considering applying or simply want to understand what makes this program unique, this guide will
provide valuable insights.
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Overview of Harvard Business School

Harvard Business School, established in 1908, is part of Harvard University and is located in Boston,
Massachusetts. It is recognized globally as a leader in business education, consistently ranking among
the top business schools in various reputable publications. HBS is particularly noted for its case study
method, an innovative teaching approach that immerses students in real-world business scenarios.

The school offers a two-year full-time MBA program, various executive education programs, and
doctoral programs. The MBA program is particularly popular due to its emphasis on developing
leaders who can think critically and act decisively in dynamic business environments. The diversity of
the student body, which includes individuals from various professional backgrounds and countries,
enriches the learning experience and fosters a collaborative culture.



The MBA Curriculum

The curriculum of the Harvard Business MBA is designed to build a strong foundation in business
principles while allowing students to tailor their education to their career goals. It consists of two main
components: the Required Curriculum (RC) and the Elective Curriculum (EC).

Required Curriculum (RC)

The RC comprises the first year of the MBA program and includes core courses that are essential for
every business leader. This part of the curriculum focuses on fundamental business concepts, such
as:

Finance

Marketing

Operations Management

Leadership and Organizational Behavior

Business Analytics

Students engage in the case study method, analyzing real business challenges and proposing
actionable solutions. This approach not only enhances critical thinking but also improves decision-
making skills.

Elective Curriculum (EC)

In the second year, students have the flexibility to choose from a wide range of elective courses that
align with their interests and career aspirations. Electives cover various topics, including
entrepreneurship, social enterprise, and global business strategies. This enables students to
specialize in areas that resonate with their professional goals.

Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the Harvard Business MBA program is highly competitive. Candidates must meet
several requirements to be considered for acceptance.



Application Components

The application process includes several key components:

Completed online application form

GMAT or GRE scores

Academic transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Resume highlighting professional experience

Essays demonstrating leadership potential and personal insights

Letters of recommendation

Interview (by invitation only)

Each component is evaluated holistically, with particular emphasis on leadership experience,
academic ability, and personal character. Strong candidates typically exhibit a blend of professional
accomplishments and a commitment to community service.

Cost of the Harvard MBA

The financial investment required for a Harvard Business MBA is significant, but many graduates find
that the potential return on investment justifies the cost. The total cost includes tuition, fees, and
living expenses.

Tuition and Fees

As of the 2023 academic year, the estimated total cost for the two-year MBA program is
approximately $235,000. This includes:

Tuition: Around $76,000 per year

Student fees

Health insurance

Books and materials



Living expenses

Harvard Business School offers various financial aid options, including scholarships and loans, to help
students manage the costs associated with their education. Prospective students are encouraged to
explore these resources early in the application process.

Career Opportunities Post-MBA

Graduating from Harvard Business School opens doors to numerous career opportunities across
various industries. The MBA program's focus on leadership and critical thinking prepares graduates to
take on challenging roles in organizations worldwide.

Employment Statistics

HBS consistently reports high employment rates for its graduates. According to recent statistics:

More than 90% of graduates secure employment within three months of graduation.

The average starting salary for HBS graduates is approximately $150,000.

Many graduates receive sign-on bonuses, further enhancing their financial compensation.

Graduates find positions in sectors such as consulting, finance, technology, healthcare, and
entrepreneurship. Major employers include top consulting firms, investment banks, and leading
multinational corporations.

Alumni Network and Benefits

The Harvard Business School alumni network is one of the most powerful assets for MBA graduates.
With over 80,000 alumni worldwide, this network provides an extensive support system for career
advancement and professional growth.

Networking Opportunities

Alumni have access to various events, including conferences, seminars, and networking gatherings,
which facilitate connections with industry leaders and fellow graduates. This network can be



invaluable for mentorship and collaboration on business ventures.

Additionally, HBS offers lifelong learning opportunities through executive education programs,
keeping alumni updated on the latest business trends and practices.

Conclusion

The Harvard Business MBA is not just an academic program; it is a transformative experience that
shapes future leaders. With its rigorous curriculum, exceptional faculty, and an extensive alumni
network, HBS provides students with the tools they need to succeed in the competitive business
landscape. Whether you are looking to advance your career, switch industries, or develop
entrepreneurial ventures, the Harvard MBA equips you with the knowledge and connections to
achieve your goals.

Q: What is the duration of the Harvard Business MBA
program?
A: The Harvard Business MBA program is a two-year full-time program, structured into two main
curriculums: the Required Curriculum in the first year and the Elective Curriculum in the second year.

Q: What is the average GMAT score for admitted students?
A: The average GMAT score for admitted students at Harvard Business School typically hovers around
730, although the school considers a range of factors beyond test scores in the admissions process.

Q: Is work experience required to apply for the Harvard MBA?
A: Yes, Harvard Business School requires applicants to have professional work experience. Most
admitted students have at least two to five years of full-time work experience before applying.

Q: Are scholarships available for the Harvard MBA program?
A: Yes, Harvard Business School offers a variety of need-based scholarships and financial aid options
to help students fund their education.

Q: What industries do Harvard MBA graduates typically enter?
A: Harvard MBA graduates pursue careers in diverse industries, including consulting, finance,
technology, healthcare, and entrepreneurship. Many graduates also start their own businesses.



Q: How does the case study method work in the MBA
program?
A: The case study method involves analyzing real business scenarios in a classroom setting, allowing
students to discuss and debate solutions, which enhances their critical thinking and decision-making
skills.

Q: Can international students apply for the Harvard MBA
program?
A: Yes, international students are encouraged to apply for the Harvard MBA program. The school
values diversity and has a significant number of international students in each cohort.

Q: What is the average age of students in the Harvard MBA
program?
A: The average age of students in the Harvard MBA program is around 27 years, with students
ranging from their early twenties to their thirties.

Q: What are the key benefits of attending Harvard Business
School?
A: Key benefits include access to a prestigious network of alumni, a rigorous and enriching curriculum,
exceptional faculty, and a strong brand that enhances career opportunities post-graduation.

Q: How does Harvard Business School support
entrepreneurship?
A: Harvard Business School supports entrepreneurship through specialized courses, access to
resources such as the Harvard Innovation Labs, and the opportunity to connect with successful
entrepreneurs and investors.
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