how do i get a business license in missouri

how do i get a business license in missouri is a common inquiry for aspiring entrepreneurs
aiming to establish their presence in the Show-Me State. Navigating the process of obtaining a
business license can seem daunting, but it is essential for operating legally and successfully. This
article will provide a comprehensive guide on the steps involved, including understanding the types
of licenses required, where to apply, and the associated costs. By the end of this article, you will
have a clear roadmap to ensure your business complies with Missouri regulations, along with helpful
resources and tips to facilitate the process.
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Understanding Business Licenses in Missouri

In Missouri, a business license is a legal authorization that permits individuals or entities to operate
a business within the state. This license is crucial for ensuring compliance with state and local laws,
as well as for maintaining the integrity of the business environment. The necessity for a business
license may vary depending on the type of business, its location, and the industry in which it
operates.

Business licenses are generally overseen by state agencies, local municipalities, and sometimes
specific regulatory bodies. Understanding the different levels of licensing is essential for business
owners, as various jurisdictions may have distinct requirements. Moreover, some businesses may
also be required to obtain additional permits or licenses based on their operations.

Types of Business Licenses Required

In Missouri, there are several types of business licenses that may be required, depending on the
nature of your business. Here are the main categories:



¢ General Business License: Most businesses will need a general business license issued by
the local city or county government.

¢ Professional Licenses: Certain professions, such as healthcare providers and legal services,
require specific professional licenses.

e Special Permits: Businesses that deal with food, alcohol, or hazardous materials may need
additional permits.

e Sales Tax License: If you are selling tangible goods, you will need a sales tax permit from the
Missouri Department of Revenue.

Before applying for a license, it is essential to research the specific requirements for your business
type and location. This can often be done by checking with your local city hall or the Missouri
Secretary of State's office.

Steps to Obtain a Business License in Missouri

Obtaining a business license in Missouri involves several key steps. Following this process can help
ensure you meet all legal requirements:

1. Choose a Business Structure

Before applying for a license, decide on the legal structure of your business. Common structures
include sole proprietorship, partnership, limited liability company (LLC), and corporation. Each
structure has different implications for liability, taxes, and licensing requirements.

2. Register Your Business Name

If you plan to operate under a name different from your legal business name, you must register a
"Doing Business As" (DBA) name with the appropriate state or local agency.

3. Obtain an Employer Identification Number (EIN)

Most businesses require an EIN from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) for tax purposes. You can
apply for an EIN online through the IRS website.



4. Check Local Licensing Requirements

Contact your local city or county government office to find out what specific licenses and permits are
required for your business. This may include zoning permits, health permits, and more.

5. Complete the Application

Fill out the necessary application forms for your business license. This can often be done online or in
person at your local government office.

6. Pay the Required Fees

Most applications will require a fee. Ensure you have the correct payment method ready when
submitting your application.

7. Wait for Approval

After submission, your application will be reviewed. The time for approval can vary, so be patient
and check back with the relevant offices if necessary.

Costs Associated with a Business License

The costs for obtaining a business license in Missouri can vary widely based on several factors,
including the type of business, location, and specific licensing requirements. Generally, you can
expect the following:

e Application Fees: These can range from $50 to several hundred dollars, depending on the
type of business license.

¢ Renewal Fees: Most business licenses must be renewed periodically, often annually, with
renewal fees similar to the application fees.

¢ Professional Licensing Fees: For certain professions, additional fees may be required for
exams and certifications.

It's important to budget for these costs when planning your business. Be sure to inquire about any
additional fees that might apply during the application process.



Resources for Missouri Business Licensing

Missouri provides various resources to assist entrepreneurs in navigating the licensing process.
Here are some key resources:

e Missouri Secretary of State: This office provides information on business registration and
licensing.

e Missouri Department of Revenue: This agency handles sales tax permits and other tax-
related inquiries.

¢ Local City or County Offices: For specific local licensing requirements, contact your local
government office.

¢ Small Business Administration (SBA): The SBA offers resources, guidance, and support for
new businesses.

Utilizing these resources can streamline the process and ensure you meet all necessary
requirements for your business license in Missouri.

Common Questions about Business Licenses in
Missouri

Q: What is the difference between a business license and a
business permit?

A: A business license is a legal authorization to operate a business, while a business permit is often
required for specific activities (such as health permits for food businesses) within that operation.
Both may be required depending on the business type.

Q: How long does it take to get a business license in Missouri?

A: The processing time for a business license can vary. Typically, it may take anywhere from a few
days to several weeks, depending on the complexity of your application and the local government's
workload.

Q: Do I need a business license if I work from home?

A: Yes, you may still need a business license even if you operate from home. Local regulations often
apply to home-based businesses, so check with your local government.



Q: Can I apply for a business license online?

A: Many local governments in Missouri offer online applications for business licenses. Check your
specific city or county’s website for availability.

Q: What happens if I operate a business without a license?

A: Operating a business without the necessary licenses can lead to fines, penalties, and possible
legal action. It is crucial to obtain the appropriate licenses before starting your business.

Q: Are there any exemptions for certain types of businesses?

A: Some small businesses, like certain sole proprietorships or hobby businesses, may be exempt
from needing a business license. However, this varies by locality, so it is important to verify with
local authorities.

Q: How often do I need to renew my business license in
Missouri?

A: Renewal periods for business licenses vary by jurisdiction and type of business. Most licenses
require annual renewal, but some may have different timelines.

Q: What information do I need to provide when applying for a
business license?

A: Generally, you will need to provide your business name, address, ownership structure, and
description of the business activities, along with any required fees and documentation.

Q: Can I change my business structure after obtaining a
license?

A: Yes, but you will likely need to update your business license and possibly reapply, depending on
the nature of the changes to your business structure.

Q: Where can I find more information on business licensing in
Missouri?

A: For more information, visit the Missouri Secretary of State’s website or contact your local city or
county government office for specific guidance.
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