
how old was rebecca de mornay in risky business

how old was rebecca de mornay in risky business is a question that many fans of the iconic 1983 film

have pondered over the years. In "Risky Business," Rebecca De Mornay portrays the character Lana,

a pivotal role that showcases her talents and contributes significantly to the film's success. This article

delves into the age of Rebecca De Mornay during the filming of "Risky Business," as well as exploring

her career trajectory, the film's impact, and its lasting cultural significance. Readers will gain a

comprehensive understanding of the actress's background, the context of her performance, and the

film's legacy.
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Introduction to Rebecca De Mornay

Rebecca De Mornay was born on August 29, 1959, in Santa Rosa, California. She is an American

actress and producer, renowned for her versatile roles in film and television. De Mornay's early career



began in theater before she transitioned to film, where she quickly gained acclaim for her

performances. Her role in "Risky Business" is often recognized as a breakout moment, establishing her

as a prominent figure in Hollywood.

De Mornay's acting style is characterized by her ability to portray complex characters, often embodying

strong, independent women. Her filmography includes a variety of genres, showcasing her adaptability

and depth as an actress. This foundation set the stage for her memorable role in "Risky Business,"

which would become a cultural touchstone in the 1980s.

Rebecca De Mornay in "Risky Business"

"Risky Business," directed by Paul Brickman, was released on August 5, 1983. The film stars Tom

Cruise as Joel Goodson, a high school student whose life takes an unexpected turn after he meets

Lana, played by Rebecca De Mornay.

How Old Was Rebecca De Mornay During Filming?

To determine how old Rebecca De Mornay was during the filming of "Risky Business," we must

consider the timeline of the film's production. The filming of "Risky Business" took place primarily in

1982, which means that De Mornay was around 23 years old at the time. This age added a layer of

authenticity to her portrayal of Lana, a character who exudes confidence and allure.

Character Analysis: Lana

Lana is a pivotal character in "Risky Business," serving as both a love interest and a catalyst for Joel's

transformation. De Mornay's performance captures Lana's complexity, as she navigates her own

challenges while influencing Joel's journey.



- Strength and Independence: Lana is depicted as a strong, independent woman who is not afraid to

take control of her life.

- Romantic Influence: Her relationship with Joel is central to the plot, highlighting themes of desire and

personal growth.

- Cultural Icon: De Mornay’s portrayal contributed to the character becoming a cultural icon of the

1980s.

Rebecca De Mornay's Career Timeline

Rebecca De Mornay's career spans several decades, during which she has taken on diverse roles in

film and television.

Early Career

De Mornay began her acting career in the early 1980s, initially appearing in television shows and

made-for-TV movies. Her breakthrough came with "Risky Business," which significantly raised her

profile in Hollywood.

Post-"Risky Business" Success

After "Risky Business," De Mornay continued to build her career with notable films such as:

1986: "The Slumber Party Massacre" - A horror film that solidified her status in genre cinema.

1988: "The Hand That Rocks the Cradle" - A psychological thriller that became one of her most

recognized roles.



1990: "A Place in the Country" - Showcasing her dramatic abilities.

1993: "The Three Musketeers" - A big-budget adaptation where she played a significant role.

Throughout the 1990s and 2000s, De Mornay continued to work in both film and television,

demonstrating her versatility as an actress.

The Impact of "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" is often credited with launching Tom Cruise's career, but it also played a significant

role in shaping Rebecca De Mornay's future in Hollywood.

Box Office Success

The film was a commercial success, grossing over $63 million against a modest budget. Its success

was fueled by its innovative marketing and the star power of its lead actors.

Cultural Impact

"Risky Business" is considered a quintessential coming-of-age film of the 1980s. It addressed themes

of adolescence, morality, and the American Dream, resonating with audiences at the time and

continuing to influence pop culture.

- Memorable Scenes: The iconic scene featuring Tom Cruise in his underwear and sunglasses

became emblematic of 1980s cinema.

- Soundtrack: The film's soundtrack, featuring songs like "Old Time Rock and Roll," became a cultural



phenomenon.

Legacy and Cultural Significance

Rebecca De Mornay's role in "Risky Business" established her as a lasting figure in film history.

Ongoing Influence

The film remains a touchstone in discussions about 1980s cinema and continues to be referenced in

various media. De Mornay's portrayal of Lana is often cited as an example of strong female characters

in film, influencing future generations of actresses.

Recognition and Awards

While De Mornay did not receive an Academy Award nomination for her role in "Risky Business," the

film itself has been recognized in various lists of the greatest films of its time. De Mornay's career

continued to flourish, and she has received accolades for her performances in other notable works.

Conclusion

In summary, Rebecca De Mornay was approximately 23 years old during the filming of "Risky

Business," where she delivered a memorable performance as Lana. Her role not only helped define

her career but also contributed to the film's legacy as a classic of 1980s cinema. With her ability to

portray complex characters, De Mornay remains an influential figure in Hollywood, and her work

continues to resonate with audiences today.



Q: How old was Rebecca De Mornay when "Risky Business" was

released?

A: Rebecca De Mornay was 23 years old when "Risky Business" was filmed in 1982, and the film was

released in 1983.

Q: What is the significance of Rebecca De Mornay’s role in "Risky

Business"?

A: De Mornay's role as Lana is significant as it highlights themes of independence and transformation,

marking a pivotal point in her career and influencing perceptions of female characters in film.

Q: What other films did Rebecca De Mornay star in after "Risky

Business"?

A: After "Risky Business," De Mornay starred in films like "The Hand That Rocks the Cradle," "The

Three Musketeers," and "A Place in the Country," showcasing her versatility as an actress.

Q: How did "Risky Business" impact Tom Cruise’s career?

A: "Risky Business" significantly impacted Tom Cruise's career, launching him into stardom and

establishing him as a leading actor in Hollywood.

Q: Why is "Risky Business" considered a cultural touchstone?

A: "Risky Business" is considered a cultural touchstone for its exploration of adolescence and the

American Dream, along with its memorable scenes and iconic soundtrack.



Q: What are some themes explored in "Risky Business"?

A: Themes explored in "Risky Business" include adolescence, morality, desire, and the pursuit of

personal growth amidst the challenges of young adulthood.

Q: Did Rebecca De Mornay receive any awards for her performance in

"Risky Business"?

A: While Rebecca De Mornay did not receive specific awards for "Risky Business," her performance

was highly regarded and helped establish her as a prominent actress in Hollywood.

Q: How has Rebecca De Mornay's career evolved since "Risky

Business"?

A: Since "Risky Business," Rebecca De Mornay's career has evolved through diverse roles in film and

television, maintaining her presence in the industry and continuing to receive acclaim for her

performances.

Q: What was the public's reaction to Rebecca De Mornay’s character

in "Risky Business"?

A: The public's reaction to Rebecca De Mornay's character was largely positive, as Lana was seen as

a complex and compelling figure, contributing significantly to the film's success and cultural legacy.
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