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how to register a name for a business in texas. Starting a business in Texas
is an exciting venture, but it begins with an essential step: registering
your business name. This process not only helps establish your brand identity
but also ensures that your business operates legally and distinguishes itself
in the marketplace. In this article, we will explore the comprehensive steps
involved in registering a name for a business in Texas, including the types
of names you can register, the importance of name availability, and the
necessary forms and fees. We will also discuss the implications of not
registering your business name and provide insights into maintaining
compliance.

To help you navigate this process smoothly, we have compiled a detailed Table
of Contents for your convenience.
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Understanding Business Names in Texas
In Texas, a business name can take various forms based on the structure of
your business. The two primary types of names are the legal name and the
assumed name (often known as a "doing business as" or DBA name). The legal
name is the official name of your business as registered with the state,
while the assumed name is the name under which your business operates that
may differ from the legal name.

It's critical to comprehend the distinction between these names since they
serve different purposes and require different registration processes. A
legal name is typically used for formal documents, while an assumed name is
generally the name you present to your customers. Understanding these
definitions is foundational to ensuring compliance with Texas state law.



Choosing a Unique Business Name
Before registering your business name, you must ensure that it is unique and
does not infringe upon any existing trademarks or business names. Conducting
a thorough name search is essential to avoid potential legal disputes and
confusion in the marketplace.

Here are some strategies to help you choose a unique business name:

Conduct a name search through the Texas Secretary of State's website to
check for existing businesses with similar names.

Consider trademark registration to protect your brand and ensure that
your chosen name is not already legally protected.

Think about your target audience and ensure that the name resonates with
them while accurately reflecting your business's nature.

Check domain name availability if you plan to have an online presence,
as having a corresponding website is crucial in today's digital
landscape.

By following these steps, you can ensure that your business name is both
unique and meaningful, setting a solid foundation for your future endeavors.

Steps to Register a Business Name in Texas
Once you have chosen a unique name, the next step is to register it with the
appropriate authorities. The process may vary slightly depending on whether
you are registering a legal name or an assumed name.

Registering a Legal Name
If you are forming a new business entity in Texas, such as a corporation or
limited liability company (LLC), you will need to register your legal name
with the Texas Secretary of State. Here are the steps to follow:

Choose your business structure (e.g., LLC, corporation) and ensure the1.
name meets state requirements.

File the appropriate formation documents with the Texas Secretary of2.
State.

Pay the required filing fee, which varies depending on the type of3.
entity you are forming.

Obtain a Certificate of Formation once your application is approved.4.



Registering an Assumed Name (DBA)
If you plan to operate under a name different from your legal name, you must
register an assumed name. The process for registering a DBA in Texas includes
the following steps:

Visit the Texas Secretary of State’s website to access the assumed name1.
registration form.

Fill out the form with the required information, including your chosen2.
assumed name and the legal name of your business.

Submit the completed form along with the applicable filing fee.3.

Check for any local requirements, as some counties or cities may require4.
additional permits or registrations.

Cost of Registering a Business Name
The cost of registering a business name in Texas can vary based on the type
of registration you are undertaking. For a legal name registration, the fees
are typically associated with the business formation documents, which can
range from $300 to $750 depending on the business structure.

For assumed name registrations, the fee is generally lower, around $25, but
this can vary by county. It is essential to check with your local authorities
to understand the specific costs associated with your business's assumed name
registration.

Maintaining Your Business Name Registration
Once your business name is registered, it is crucial to maintain that
registration to ensure ongoing compliance with Texas laws. Here are some key
points to consider:

Monitor the expiration of your assumed name registration, as it
typically lasts for ten years before requiring renewal.

Keep records of any changes to your business structure or name, and
update your registration as necessary.

Stay informed about any new regulations or requirements from the Texas
Secretary of State regarding business name registrations.

By keeping your registration up to date, you can protect your business
identity and avoid potential legal issues down the line. Regularly reviewing



your business name and its registration status is a good practice that
contributes to the overall success and integrity of your business.

Conclusion
Registering a name for a business in Texas is a fundamental step in
establishing your venture. By understanding the types of names, ensuring
uniqueness, and following the necessary registration procedures, you can
create a strong foundation for your business. Moreover, being aware of the
costs and maintaining your registration ensures compliance and protects your
brand identity. With these guidelines, you are well on your way to
successfully navigating the business landscape in Texas.

Q: What is the difference between a legal name and
an assumed name in Texas?
A: The legal name is the official name of the business as registered with the
Texas Secretary of State, while the assumed name (DBA) is the name under
which the business operates and may differ from the legal name.

Q: How do I check if my desired business name is
available in Texas?
A: You can check the availability of your desired business name by conducting
a search on the Texas Secretary of State's website, which provides a database
of registered business names.

Q: What are the fees associated with registering a
business name in Texas?
A: The fees vary; legal name registrations can range from $300 to $750 based
on business structure, while assumed name registrations typically cost around
$25.

Q: How do I register an assumed name in Texas?
A: To register an assumed name, you need to fill out the assumed name
registration form from the Texas Secretary of State’s website, submit it
along with the filing fee, and check for any local requirements.



Q: How long does an assumed name registration last
in Texas?
A: An assumed name registration in Texas typically lasts for ten years before
it needs to be renewed.

Q: Can I change my business name after registration?
A: Yes, you can change your business name after registration, but you must
file the appropriate paperwork with the Texas Secretary of State and any
local authorities to update your registration.

Q: Is it necessary to register a business name in
Texas?
A: Yes, registering your business name is necessary to protect your brand,
avoid legal issues, and comply with state regulations.

Q: What happens if I don’t register my business
name?
A: If you do not register your business name, you risk facing legal
challenges, including potential disputes over name ownership and non-
compliance with state laws.

Q: Do I need a trademark in addition to registering
my business name?
A: While registering your business name protects it at the state level,
obtaining a trademark provides broader protection for your brand at the
federal level, helping to prevent others from using a similar name.

Q: Can I operate my business without a registered
name?
A: Operating a business without a registered name is not advisable, as it
complicates legal matters and can lead to issues with branding and customer
recognition.
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