is international harvester still in
business

is international harvester still in business is a question that resonates
deeply with fans of vintage agricultural machinery and those familiar with
the legacy of this iconic company. International Harvester (IH) has a storied
history, being a significant player in the agricultural and manufacturing
sectors for over a century. Today, many wonder about its current status and
if the brand still exists in any capacity. This article delves into the
history of International Harvester, its transformation over the years, and
its current operations. We will explore the legacy of the brand, the specific
products it continues to offer, and the implications of its changes on the
agricultural industry and collectors alike.
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History of International Harvester

International Harvester was established in 1902 through a merger of several
agricultural equipment manufacturers. The company quickly became a leader in
the production of farm machinery, particularly tractors and harvesting
equipment. Throughout the early to mid-20th century, IH expanded its product
line to include trucks, construction equipment, and home appliances, becoming
a household name in America. The distinctive red and white branding of
International Harvester products became synonymous with quality and
reliability in agriculture.

By the 1950s, the company had established a vast network of dealerships and
was known for innovative products like the Farmall tractor, which became an
icon of American farming. However, as competition intensified and market

changes occurred, the company faced significant challenges, leading to its



eventual restructuring in the 1980s.

Transition and Changes Over the Years

In the early 1980s, International Harvester faced substantial financial
difficulties, culminating in a decision to cease agricultural production in
1985. The company sold its agricultural division to Tenneco Inc., which later
became part of the Case IH brand. This marked a significant shift from the
original focus of International Harvester, leading to a decline in its
visibility in the agricultural sector.

The Aftermath of Restructuring

After the sale of its agricultural division, International Harvester
continued to exist as a brand but primarily focused on producing commercial
vehicles and construction machinery. The original IH brand name, however, was
gradually phased out in favor of the newer Case IH branding. This transition
highlighted the challenges faced by legacy companies in adapting to changing
market conditions.

Current Operations of International Harvester

As of now, International Harvester as a standalone entity is no longer in
business in the traditional sense. The brand has been absorbed into other
companies, primarily Case IH, which continues to produce a wide range of
agricultural machinery under the Case IH name. However, the legacy of
International Harvester persists in the form of vintage machinery and parts
that are still sought after by collectors and farmers alike.

Products Under the Current Brand

While International Harvester itself is not producing new equipment, Case IH
still manufactures many of the iconic products that were once associated with
IH. This includes:

e Tractors: Case IH offers a variety of tractors that continue the legacy
of the Farmall brand.

e Harvesting Equipment: The company produces advanced combines and
headers.



e Planting and Seeding Equipment: Innovations in this area have continued,
maintaining the quality associated with IH.

e Precision Agriculture Tools: Emphasis on technology in farming has led
to a range of precision farming equipment.

Impact on the Agricultural Industry

The legacy of International Harvester has had a lasting impact on the
agricultural industry. The innovations pioneered by IH in tractor design and
agricultural machinery have influenced modern farming practices and equipment
designs. Case IH continues to build on this foundation, integrating new
technologies that allow for more efficient and productive farming methods.

Moreover, the brand remains an important part of agricultural history, with
many farmers still using and maintaining older International Harvester
equipment. This legacy sustains a community of enthusiasts and collectors who
appreciate the craftsmanship and history of the brand.

Collectibility and Legacy of International
Harvester

Despite the operational changes, International Harvester remains a beloved
name among collectors of vintage agricultural machinery. The rarity of
certain models and the nostalgia associated with the brand contribute to a
vibrant market for collectors. Restorations of vintage IH tractors and
equipment are popular, and many enthusiasts participate in shows and
exhibitions dedicated to preserving the brand's legacy.

Factors Influencing Collectibility

Several factors contribute to the collectibility of International Harvester
products:

e Historical Significance: Many models are considered iconic in the
history of American agriculture.

e Rarity: Certain models are rare, making them highly sought after by
collectors.



e Condition: Well-preserved or restored pieces attract higher prices in
the market.

e Community: Enthusiast groups and events foster a strong interest in IH
machinery.

Conclusion

In summary, while is international harvester still in business may yield a
response of "no" in terms of active production, the brand's legacy continues
to influence the agricultural industry and remains a point of interest for
collectors. The transition from International Harvester to Case IH symbolizes
the evolution of agricultural machinery and the impact of market forces on
legacy brands. The spirit of International Harvester lives on through its
products, history, and the communities that cherish its heritage.

Q: What happened to International Harvester?

A: International Harvester ceased agricultural production in 1985 due to
financial difficulties and sold its agricultural division to Tenneco Inc. The
company later focused on commercial vehicles and construction machinery
before its brand name was phased out in favor of Case IH.

Q: Is Case IH related to International Harvester?

A: Yes, Case IH is the brand that emerged from the agricultural division of
International Harvester after its sale in 1985. It continues to produce many
of the same types of agricultural machinery that IH was known for.

Q: Are International Harvester tractors still
valuable?

A: Yes, International Harvester tractors are still highly valued by
collectors, especially rare models that are in good condition. The nostalgia
and historical significance contribute to their collectibility.

Q: What types of products did International
Harvester manufacture?

A: International Harvester manufactured a wide range of products, including
tractors, harvesting equipment, trucks, construction machinery, and even home



appliances during its peak years.

Q: Where can I find parts for International
Harvester machinery?

A: Parts for International Harvester machinery can often be found through
specialized vintage machinery parts suppliers, online marketplaces, and
collector forums dedicated to preserving IH equipment.

Q: Is there a community for International Harvester
enthusiasts?

A: Yes, there are numerous clubs and online forums where enthusiasts share
information, restore equipment, and participate in events related to
International Harvester machinery.

Q: What types of events feature International
Harvester equipment?

A: Events such as tractor shows, vintage machinery exhibitions, and
agricultural fairs often feature International Harvester equipment,
attracting collectors and fans of the brand.

Q: What innovations did International Harvester
bring to agriculture?

A: International Harvester introduced several innovations in tractor design,
harvesting technology, and farming equipment that greatly improved efficiency
and productivity in agriculture.

Q: How did International Harvester influence modern
farming?

A: The designs and technologies developed by International Harvester set
standards for reliability and efficiency, influencing the design of modern
agricultural machinery and practices.
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