megadeth killing is my business album
cover

megadeth killing is my business album cover is an iconic representation of
the thrash metal genre and serves as a significant piece of art in the music
industry. Released in 1985, Megadeth's debut album "Killing Is My Business...
And Business Is Good!" not only established the band's musical direction but
also set a standard for album artwork in heavy metal. The cover art, created
by artist Ed Repka, is laden with symbolism and themes that resonate deeply
with the album's lyrical content. This article will delve into the history
and significance of the album cover, explore its artistic elements, discuss
the themes it presents, and examine its impact on both fans and the music
industry. Additionally, we will include a FAQ section addressing common
inquiries related to the album cover.
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History of the Album

The album "Killing Is My Business... And Business Is Good!" marked the
beginning of Megadeth's journey in the heavy metal scene. Formed by Dave
Mustaine after his departure from Metallica, Megadeth sought to carve out its
own identity in a rapidly evolving genre. The album was produced by the band
itself and was released through Combat Records, a label known for supporting
emerging metal acts during the 1980s. The release not only introduced the
world to Megadeth's aggressive sound but also to their distinctive lyrical
themes, which often explored topics of war, politics, and personal struggle.

The album cover art was critical in establishing Megadeth's brand. It
featured a skeletal figure, known as "Vic Rattlehead," who would later become
the band's mascot. Vic was depicted in a way that captured the rebellious
spirit of the music, illustrating the themes of violence and nihilism found
throughout the album. The choice of colors, the detailed imagery, and the
overall composition of the cover played a crucial role in attracting
listeners and creating an iconic image that would be associated with the band
for decades.



Artistic Elements of the Cover

The artwork for "Killing Is My Business" is a vivid, detailed creation that
embodies the essence of the thrash metal genre. Ed Repka's illustration
features a grotesque, skeletal figure, which is a hallmark of heavy metal
album covers. The choice of colors, including deep reds and ominous blacks,
adds to the menacing atmosphere of the cover.

Color Palette

The color palette chosen for the album cover is striking and deliberate. The
predominance of red evokes feelings of violence and aggression, aligning
perfectly with the album's themes. Black is used to create depth and
contrast, making the central figure stand out. This combination of colors not
only captures attention but also reflects the intensity of Megadeth's music.

Imagery and Symbolism

The imagery depicted on the cover is rich with symbolism. Vic Rattlehead, the
skeletal figure, is shown with a scythe, symbolizing death and the
inevitability of violence. He is also depicted in a way that suggests he is
both the harbinger of death and a victim of the chaotic world Megadeth
portrays in their music. This duality invites listeners to explore the darker
aspects of human existence.

Thematic Analysis

The themes represented in the album cover are echoed throughout the lyrics of
"Killing Is My Business." The artwork serves as a visual representation of
the lyrical content, which often delves into topics such as war, death, and
the moral dilemmas of violence.

Violence and Death

One of the primary themes of the album is violence, which is encapsulated in
both the music and the cover art. The depiction of Vic Rattlehead wielding a
scythe reinforces the idea that death is a constant presence. This theme
resonates with the band's aggressive style, making it an integral part of
their identity.

Moral Ambiguity

The album also explores the moral ambiguities of violence and conflict. The
artwork suggests that while violence may be a necessary evil in some
contexts, it ultimately leads to destruction and chaos. This complexity is



reflected in the lyrics, which often challenge the listener to confront
uncomfortable truths.

Impact of the Album Cover

The impact of the "Killing Is My Business" album cover extends beyond its
immediate visual appeal. It has become a significant cultural artifact within
the metal community and has influenced countless artists and bands in the
genre.

Cultural Significance

The cover is often cited as one of the most iconic in heavy metal history. It
has been referenced in various forms of media and is frequently included in
discussions about the best album art in rock music. Vic Rattlehead has become
a recognizable symbol of Megadeth and is often associated with the band's
overall aesthetic.

Influence on Other Artists

Many artists in the heavy metal and rock genres have drawn inspiration from
the artwork of "Killing Is My Business." The use of grotesque imagery and
dark themes has become a common practice in metal album covers, with many
bands emulating the striking wvisuals that Megadeth introduced. This influence
can be seen in the artwork of numerous contemporary metal bands that strive
to evoke similar feelings of intensity and rebellion.

Conclusion

The "Killing Is My Business" album cover is more than just a piece of
artwork; it is an integral part of Megadeth's identity and the heavy metal
genre as a whole. With its striking imagery, rich symbolism, and cultural
significance, the cover sets the tone for the music contained within. It
captures the essence of the band’s themes of violence, death, and moral
ambiguity, inviting listeners to engage with the complex realities that
Megadeth explores. As the band continues to influence new generations of
musicians and fans, the album cover remains a powerful symbol of the enduring
legacy of Megadeth in the world of heavy metal.

FAQ

Q: What year was the "Killing Is My Business" album



released?

A: The "Killing Is My Business... And Business Is Good!" album was released
in 1985.

Q: Who created the album cover for "Killing Is My
Business"?

A: The album cover was created by artist Ed Repka, who is known for his
distinctive style in heavy metal artwork.

Q: What is the significance of Vic Rattlehead on the
album cover?

A: Vic Rattlehead is depicted as a skeletal figure and serves as the mascot
for Megadeth. His imagery represents themes of violence and death, aligning
with the album’s lyrical content.

Q: How does the album cover reflect the themes of the
music?

A: The album cover uses dark imagery and colors to convey themes of violence,
chaos, and moral ambiguity, which are prevalent in the lyrics of the songs.

Q: Has the album cover influenced other artists?

A: Yes, the artwork has influenced many artists in the metal genre, with its
grotesque imagery and dark themes becoming a common element in metal album
covers.

Q: What colors are predominantly used in the album
cover?

A: The album cover predominantly features deep reds and blacks, which evoke
feelings of violence and aggression.

Q: Is the "Killing Is My Business" album considered a
classic in metal music?

A: Yes, it is widely regarded as a classic in the thrash metal genre and has
had a lasting impact on the music industry.

Q: What are some of the key songs from the "Killing
Is My Business" album?

A: Key songs from the album include "Hangar 18," "Mechanix," and "The Skull
Beneath the Skin."



Q: How did the album perform commercially upon its
release?

A: While it did not achieve immediate commercial success, "Killing Is My
Business" helped establish Megadeth as a significant force in thrash metal
and laid the groundwork for their future success.
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