
megadeth killing is my business and business
is good
megadeth killing is my business and business is good is a phrase that encapsulates the ethos of
one of the most influential thrash metal bands in history. Megadeth, formed by former Metallica
guitarist Dave Mustaine, rose to prominence not only for their musical prowess but also for their
complex themes and intricate compositions. The band's debut album, "Killing Is My Business... and
Business Is Good!", released in 1985, set the stage for their explosive career and established their
signature sound. This article delves into the album's creation, its significance in the metal genre, the
themes explored within its tracks, and its lasting impact on both fans and the music industry.
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Introduction to Megadeth
Megadeth was formed in 1983, shortly after Dave Mustaine was ousted from Metallica. With a vision
to create fast, aggressive music that pushed the boundaries of heavy metal, Mustaine recruited a
talented lineup that included bassist David Ellefson and guitarist Chris Poland. The band's ethos was
captured in their debut album, "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!", which combined
aggressive instrumentation with socially and politically charged lyrics. This album not only marked
the beginning of Megadeth's journey but also helped shape the thrash metal genre, influencing
countless bands that followed.

The Creation of "Killing Is My Business... and Business
Is Good!"
The recording of "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!" faced numerous challenges,
including budget constraints and the band’s inexperience in the studio. Released on June 12, 1985,
the album was recorded in just a few days, showcasing a raw sound that captured the frenetic
energy of the band. The album’s title itself is a nod to the themes of violence and survival, reflective



of Mustaine’s own turbulent experiences in the music industry.

Produced by the band themselves, the album was a labor of love and frustration. The production
quality, while not polished, contributed to its authenticity and charm, resonating with fans who
appreciated the gritty nature of thrash metal. The album cover, featuring a grim reaper and a
business suit, further emphasized the album's themes, blending a sense of humor with a dark
undertone.

Musical Style and Composition
The musical style of "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!" is characterized by fast
tempos, intricate guitar work, and aggressive vocals. Megadeth's sound at this time was heavily
influenced by the early thrash metal movement, which included bands like Slayer and Anthrax.
However, what set Megadeth apart was Mustaine’s unique guitar playing and complex songwriting.

Each track on the album reflects a combination of speed metal and punk influences, layered with
Mustaine's signature guitar riffs and solos. The band's technical skill is evident throughout,
particularly in the guitar work, which features intricate solos and rapid chord progressions.

Fast Tempos: The album is known for its relentless pace, with many tracks clocking in under
three minutes.

Complex Arrangements: Unlike simpler punk music, Megadeth incorporated sophisticated
song structures and time changes.

Lyric Depth: The lyrics often delve into themes of war, politics, and personal strife, adding a
layer of complexity to the music.

Track Analysis
The album consists of several tracks that have become fan favorites and staples in Megadeth's live
performances. Each song offers a unique perspective on themes of violence, chaos, and survival,
often reflecting Mustaine's worldview. Here is a closer examination of some of the standout tracks:

1. "Last Rites/Loved to Deth"
This opening track serves as an introduction to the album's tone. With its haunting introduction and
rapid-fire guitar riffs, it sets the stage for what is to come. The lyrics explore themes of betrayal and
loss, drawing listeners into Mustaine's tumultuous psyche.

2. "Mechanix"
Originally written during Mustaine's time with Metallica, "Mechanix" showcases the band's thrash
roots. The fast-paced rhythm and catchy chorus make it a crowd favorite, highlighting the band’s
technical prowess.



3. "Rattlehead"
This track exemplifies Megadeth's aggressive sound, featuring relentless riffs and a driving beat.
The lyrics discuss themes of rebellion and defiance, resonating with the youth of the era.

4. "Peace Sells" (Bonus Track)
Although not part of the original release, "Peace Sells" became one of the defining tracks of
Megadeth's career. Its iconic bassline and politically charged lyrics solidified the band's reputation
as leaders in thrash metal.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
"Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!" had a profound impact on the metal scene and
continues to influence new generations of musicians. The album not only established Megadeth as a
major player in the thrash metal genre but also paved the way for future metal acts to explore
darker themes in their music.

Over the years, Megadeth has received numerous accolades for their contributions to the music
industry. The album has been revisited through remasters and special editions, ensuring that its
legacy endures. The raw energy and innovative sound of "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is
Good!" remain a benchmark for thrash metal and continue to be celebrated by fans around the
world.

Additionally, the album's influence extends beyond music into popular culture, where its themes
have been referenced in various media, solidifying Megadeth's status as icons of heavy metal.

Conclusion
In summary, "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!" stands as a cornerstone of Megadeth's
discography and a pivotal moment in the history of thrash metal. The album's combination of fast
tempos, intricate guitar work, and thought-provoking lyrics has left an indelible mark on the genre.
As Megadeth continues to evolve and inspire, the legacy of their debut album endures, reminding us
of the power of music to challenge conventions and express the complexity of human experience.

Q: What themes are explored in "Killing Is My Business... and
Business Is Good!"?
A: The album explores themes such as violence, betrayal, and political strife, reflecting Dave
Mustaine's personal experiences and observations of the world.

Q: How did "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!"



impact the thrash metal genre?
A: The album set a high standard for technical proficiency and lyrical depth within thrash metal,
influencing many bands that followed and establishing Megadeth as a leader in the genre.

Q: What are some notable tracks from the album?
A: Notable tracks include "Last Rites/Loved to Deth," "Mechanix," "Rattlehead," and "Peace Sells,"
each showcasing the band's unique sound and lyrical themes.

Q: Why is the album cover significant?
A: The album cover features a grim reaper in a business suit, symbolizing the album's themes of
death and survival, and reflects the dark humor often found in Megadeth's music.

Q: How has the album been received over the years?
A: "Killing Is My Business... and Business Is Good!" has been critically acclaimed and remains a
favorite among fans, often cited in discussions about the best thrash metal albums of all time.

Q: What was the production process like for the album?
A: The album was recorded quickly and on a limited budget, resulting in a raw sound that captured
the energy of the band but also highlighted their inexperience in the studio.

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "killing is my
business and business is good"?
A: This phrase encapsulates the album's overarching themes of conflict and survival, reflecting the
darker aspects of life and society that Megadeth often addresses in their music.

Q: Did Megadeth tour in support of this album?
A: Yes, Megadeth toured extensively following the release of the album, building a loyal fanbase and
establishing their reputation as a formidable live act in the heavy metal scene.

Q: How has the legacy of "Killing Is My Business... and
Business Is Good!" continued to influence music today?
A: The album's influence can be seen in the works of contemporary metal bands that draw
inspiration from its technicality and thematic depth, ensuring its place in metal history.
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