megan mullally in risky business

megan mullally in risky business has become a notable point of discussion
among fans of film and television, particularly for those interested in the
impressive career of this talented actress. Known primarily for her iconic
role as Karen Walker on the hit television series "Will & Grace," Mullally's
involvement in the 1983 film "Risky Business" has garnered renewed interest
in her early career. In this article, we will explore Mullally's role in
"Risky Business," the film's impact on popular culture, and how this
performance contributed to her subsequent success in Hollywood. Additionally,
we will delve into the film's themes, its cast, and its lasting legacy,
providing a comprehensive overview of Mullally's early contributions to the
entertainment industry.

e Introduction

e Overview of "Risky Business"

e Megan Mullally's Role in the Film

e The Impact of "Risky Business" on Popular Culture
e Legacy of the Film

e Conclusion

« FAQ

Overview of "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" is a coming-of-age film directed by Paul Brickman that was
released in 1983. The film starred Tom Cruise as Joel Goodsen, a high school
student whose life takes an unexpected turn when his parents leave him home
alone. The plot revolves around Joel's adventures, including a chance
encounter with a call girl named Lana, played by Rebecca De Mornay. The film
explores themes of adolescence, morality, and the pursuit of the American
Dream, all wrapped in a narrative that is both comedic and dramatic.

The movie is particularly famous for its iconic scenes, including the
memorable "dancing in his underwear" moment featuring Tom Cruise. This scene,
along with its catchy soundtrack, helped solidify "Risky Business" as a
cultural touchstone of the 1980s. The film's success at the box office and
its continued relevance in popular culture make it a significant piece of
cinema history.



Megan Mullally's Role in the Film

Megan Mullally played a supporting role in "Risky Business" as a character
named "Lana's friend." Although her role is not as prominent as that of the
main characters, it is an essential part of the film's narrative. Mullally's
performance is notable for its charm and energy, showcasing her comedic
talents that would later define her career.

This role in "Risky Business" marked one of Mullally's earliest film
appearances, showcasing her potential as a versatile actress. It was a
stepping stone that would lead to her future success in both television and
film. Her ability to bring humor and depth to her character, even in a
limited capacity, demonstrated her skills as a performer and hinted at the
remarkable career that lay ahead.

The Impact of "Risky Business" on Popular
Culture

"Risky Business" had a significant impact on popular culture, influencing
fashion, music, and the portrayal of youth in cinema. The film's themes
resonated with a generation of young viewers navigating the complexities of
adolescence and adulthood. The character of Joel Goodsen became an archetype
for the ambitious young man, while De Mornay's portrayal of Lana challenged
conventional views of women in film during that era.

The film also popularized the idea of the "teenage entrepreneur," as Joel
embarks on a journey to turn his home into a "brothel" while his parents are
away. This narrative captured the imagination of many young people, who were
intrigued by the notion of taking risks and pursuing their dreams, albeit in
often misqguided ways.

The success of "Risky Business" also contributed to the rise of Tom Cruise as
a leading man in Hollywood, setting the stage for his future blockbuster
roles. The film's blend of humor and drama has allowed it to remain relevant,
as it is frequently referenced in various forms of media, including
television shows, films, and music.

Legacy of the Film

The legacy of "Risky Business" is evident in its continued popularity and
influence on subsequent films and television series. It has been referenced
in numerous pop culture contexts, demonstrating its lasting impact on the
entertainment landscape. The film is often credited with helping to usher in
a new era of coming-of-age stories that resonate with both young audiences
and adults.

In addition to its cultural significance, "Risky Business" has been
recognized for its contributions to cinema through various awards and
accolades. It remains a staple in discussions about the best films of the



1980s and is frequently included in lists of essential American films.

Megan Mullally's involvement in the film adds to its richness, as her career
trajectory following "Risky Business" showcases the diverse opportunities
available to actors who take on unique roles early in their careers. Her
transformation into a television icon further cements the film's importance
in her overall body of work.

Conclusion

In summary, Megan Mullally's role in "Risky Business" may have been a small
part, but it was significant in the context of her burgeoning career. The
film itself remains a landmark in American cinema, with themes that continue
to resonate today. From its impact on popular culture to its lasting legacy,
"Risky Business" is a film that not only shaped the careers of its stars but
also influenced generations of viewers. Mullally's performance, while brief,
is a testament to her talent and foreshadows the remarkable accomplishments
that would follow in her career. Her journey from "Risky Business" to
becoming a household name exemplifies the potential for growth and success in
the entertainment industry.

Q: What role did Megan Mullally play in "Risky
Business"?

A: Megan Mullally played a supporting character known as "Lana's friend" in
"Risky Business." Although her role was not central to the plot, it showcased
her early acting talent.

Q: How did "Risky Business" influence popular
culture?

A: "Risky Business" influenced popular culture by introducing themes of
teenage entrepreneurship, shaping the portrayal of youth in cinema, and
impacting fashion and music trends of the 1980s.

Q: What are some memorable scenes from "Risky
Business"?

A: Some memorable scenes from "Risky Business" include Tom Cruise's iconic
dance in his underwear and the interactions between Joel and Lana, which
highlight the film's comedic and dramatic elements.



Q: How did "Risky Business" contribute to Tom
Cruise's career?

A: "Risky Business" was pivotal in establishing Tom Cruise as a leading man
in Hollywood, leading to subsequent blockbuster roles and solidifying his
status as a major star in the film industry.

Q: What themes are explored in "Risky Business"?

A: "Risky Business" explores themes such as adolescence, morality, the
pursuit of the American Dream, and the complexities of growing up, making it
a relatable story for many viewers.

Q: What is Megan Mullally best known for besides
"Risky Business"?

A: Besides "Risky Business," Megan Mullally is best known for her role as
Karen Walker on the television series "Will & Grace," which earned her
multiple Emmy Awards and widespread recognition.

Q: Is "Risky Business" considered a classic film?

A: Yes, "Risky Business" is considered a classic film, often cited as one of
the best films of the 1980s and recognized for its cultural significance and
influence on future cinema.

Q: What legacy has "Risky Business" left on modern
cinema?

A: "Risky Business" has left a legacy of inspiring coming-of-age films,
influencing storytelling techniques, and shaping the representation of youth
culture in cinema.

Q: How has Megan Mullally's career evolved since
"Risky Business"?

A: Since "Risky Business," Megan Mullally's career has evolved significantly,
leading to major roles in television, theater, and film, with a focus on her
comedic talents and versatile performances.
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