no business like show business ethel
merman

no business like show business ethel merman is a phrase that encapsulates the glitz,
glamour, and unwavering spirit of the entertainment industry, particularly embodied by the
legendary Ethel Merman. Known for her powerful voice and magnetic stage presence,
Merman became an iconic figure in American musical theatre, and her rendition of the song
"There's No Business Like Show Business" from the classic musical "Annie Get Your Gun"
solidified her status as a cultural touchstone. This article will explore the life and career of
Ethel Merman, the significance of the song she popularized, and the broader context of
show business during her time. We will delve into her early beginnings, her most notable
performances, and the lasting impact she has had on the world of entertainment.
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Introduction to Ethel Merman

Ethel Merman was born on January 16, 1908, in Astoria, Queens, New York. Her early life
laid the foundation for a career that would see her become one of the most celebrated
musical theatre performers of the 20th century. Merman's journey into show business
began with her love for music and performance, often participating in school plays and local
productions. After studying at the University of Washington, she made her Broadway debut
in 1929 in the musical "George Gershwin's Girl Crazy," which set the stage for her
extraordinary career.

Merman's robust contralto voice and commanding stage presence quickly garnered
attention, leading to a series of successful performances that would define her legacy. She
became known for her ability to convey deep emotion while captivating audiences with her
remarkable vocal range. Throughout her career, Merman would work with some of the most
prominent composers and lyricists of her time, including Cole Porter and Irving Berlin.



The Rise of Ethel Merman

Ethel Merman's rise to fame was nothing short of meteoric. After her debut, she became a
staple of the Broadway stage, earning critical acclaim and a loyal fan base. Her
breakthrough role came in 1930 with the musical "Girl Crazy," where she performed the hit
song "I Got Rhythm." This performance showcased her ability to deliver powerful vocals,
and she quickly became known as the "First Lady of Musical Theatre."

Notable Performances

Throughout her career, Merman starred in numerous hit musicals that solidified her status
as a Broadway icon. Some of her most notable performances include:

e Annie Get Your Gun (1946) - Playing the role of Annie Oakley, Merman delivered a
legendary performance that included the anthem "There's No Business Like Show
Business."

e Anything Goes (1934) - In this Cole Porter classic, she showcased her comedic
timing and vocal prowess with the song "l Get a Kick Out of You."

e Gypsy (1959) - Merman portrayed Mama Rose in this musical about the rise of her
daughter, which has since become a classic in American theatre.

These performances not only highlighted Merman's incredible talent but also contributed
significantly to the evolution of musical theatre in the United States.

"There's No Business Like Show Business"

One of the most enduring elements of Ethel Merman's career is her performance of "There's
No Business Like Show Business." Written by Irving Berlin for the 1946 musical "Annie Get
Your Gun," this song became synonymous with Merman and her larger-than-life persona.

Significance of the Song

The song captures the spirit of the theatre and the unique experiences that come with a
career in show business. Its catchy melody and powerful lyrics resonate with audiences,
celebrating the joys and challenges of life on stage. Merman's rendition is characterized by
her dynamic vocal delivery, which conveys both enthusiasm and nostalgia for the world of
entertainment.

The phrase "There's no business like show business" has transcended its original context,
becoming a popular adage used to describe the allure and excitement of the entertainment
industry. Merman's performance solidified its place in American culture, making it a staple
in musical repertoire and a source of inspiration for aspiring performers.



Impact on Musical Theatre

Ethel Merman's influence on musical theatre is profound and far-reaching. She played a
pivotal role in shaping the genre, pushing the boundaries of vocal performance and stage
presence. Her ability to connect with audiences set a new standard for musical theatre
performers.

Revolutionizing Performance Style

Merman's style was characterized by her powerful belt voice, which was distinctively
different from the more subdued techniques of earlier performers. This new approach
allowed for greater emotional expression and energy on stage. Merman's performances
often embodied the spirit of the characters she portrayed, making her a favorite among
theatre-goers.

Cultural Impact

Ethel Merman's impact extended beyond the stage. She became a cultural icon,
representing the golden age of Broadway. Her performances influenced countless artists
and paved the way for future generations of performers. The success of her musicals and
the songs she popularized helped to establish the importance of musical theatre in
American culture.

Legacy and Influence

Ethel Merman passed away on February 15, 1984, but her legacy lives on. She is
remembered as one of the quintessential figures of American musical theatre, with her
contributions still celebrated today. Merman's recordings, performances, and the songs she
made famous continue to inspire performers and delight audiences.

Honors and Recognition

Throughout her career, Merman received numerous accolades, including:
e Tony Awards - Merman won multiple Tony Awards, highlighting her exceptional
talent and contributions to theatre.

* Hollywood Walk of Fame - She received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame,
commemorating her impact on the entertainment industry.

e Posthumous Honors - Merman has been honored in various ways, including tribute
performances and documentaries that showcase her life and work.

Her influence remains evident in contemporary musical theatre, where her performance



techniques and song choices continue to resonate with performers and audiences alike.

Conclusion

Ethel Merman's career and her rendition of "There's No Business Like Show Business"
encapsulate the essence of an era in American musical theatre. With her powerful voice,
dynamic stage presence, and unforgettable performances, Merman has left an indelible
mark on the world of entertainment. Her legacy continues to inspire new generations of
artists, ensuring that there truly is no business like show business.

Q: Who was Ethel Merman?

A: Ethel Merman was an American actress and singer known for her powerful voice and
iconic performances in Broadway musicals, particularly during the mid-20th century.

Q: What is "There's No Business Like Show Business"
about?

A: "There's No Business Like Show Business" is a song from the musical "Annie Get Your
Gun," celebrating the excitement and challenges of a career in show business.

Q: What musicals did Ethel Merman star in?

A: Ethel Merman starred in several notable musicals, including "Annie Get Your Gun,"
"Anything Goes," and "Gypsy," among others.

Q: What made Ethel Merman's singing style unique?

A: Merman's singing style was characterized by her powerful belt voice, which allowed her
to convey strong emotions and connect with audiences on a deeper level.

Q: What awards did Ethel Merman receive during her
career?

A: Ethel Merman received multiple Tony Awards and was honored with a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame for her contributions to the entertainment industry.

Q: How did Ethel Merman influence musical theatre?

A: Ethel Merman revolutionized musical theatre performance with her vocal style and stage
presence, setting new standards for future performers.



Q: When did Ethel Merman pass away?

A: Ethel Merman passed away on February 15, 1984, leaving behind a rich legacy in
American musical theatre.

Q: What is Ethel Merman's legacy today?

A: Ethel Merman's legacy lives on through her recordings, performances, and influence on
contemporary musical theatre, inspiring countless performers and delighting audiences.

Q: Why is Ethel Merman considered a cultural icon?

A: Ethel Merman is considered a cultural icon due to her significant contributions to musical
theatre, her memorable performances, and her embodiment of the spirit of Broadway
during its golden age.
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