
out of business epmd

out of business epmd is a phrase that resonates deeply within the hip-hop
community, particularly among fans of the legendary duo EPMD. This phrase
embodies not only the essence of their music but also reflects the ups and
downs of their career journey. EPMD, short for Erick and Parrish Making
Dollars, are known for their groundbreaking contributions to hip-hop since
their formation in the late 1980s. However, the phrase "out of business" is
often associated with various narratives, including their hiatuses, reunions,
and the challenges they faced in the music industry. This article delves into
the history of EPMD, their impact on hip-hop, the meaning behind "out of
business," and the duo's legacy in the evolving landscape of music.
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Introduction to EPMD

EPMD was formed in 1987 in Brentwood, New York, and quickly became a staple
in the hip-hop scene. Their debut album, "Strictly Business," released in
1988, showcased their unique style characterized by smooth flows, clever
wordplay, and a heavy use of samples from funk and soul music. The duo,
consisting of Erick Sermon and Parrish Smith, carved out a niche that
combined street narratives with a sophisticated musical backdrop. Their
influence extended beyond their own records, as they played a significant
role in the emergence of several artists and producers in the hip-hop
industry.

Throughout the years, EPMD released several critically acclaimed albums, each
contributing to the evolution of rap music. Their sound not only shaped the
East Coast hip-hop scene but also set a standard for future artists. The
phrase "out of business" has been used in various contexts by the duo, often
reflecting on the challenges they faced, including internal conflicts and
industry pressures that led to temporary separations.

The Meaning of "Out of Business"

The phrase "out of business" in relation to EPMD symbolizes more than just a
period of inactivity; it represents the struggles faced by artists in a
competitive and ever-changing industry. For EPMD, it has often been



associated with their hiatuses, particularly the break between their albums
in the 1990s. This period of silence was marked by personal and professional
challenges, leading to speculation about the duo's future.

Hiatus and Reunion

In the mid-1990s, EPMD announced their split, which left fans devastated. The
duo cited creative differences and personal issues, leading to their hiatus
from music. During this time, both members pursued solo careers, but the
chemistry that made EPMD successful was sorely missed.

However, the duo reunited in the early 2000s, much to the delight of their
fans. Their comeback album, "Out of Business," released in 1999, marked a
significant return to form, showcasing their ability to adapt while still
staying true to their roots. This album was not just a title but also a
statement on their journey and resilience in the face of adversity.

Impact and Influence on Hip-Hop

EPMD's influence on hip-hop cannot be overstated. They were pioneers of the
"East Coast" sound, blending hard-hitting beats with smooth, laid-back
vocals. Their unique style paved the way for many artists who followed,
including legends like Nas and Jay-Z. EPMD also played a crucial role in
popularizing the concept of the duo in hip-hop, inspiring countless
partnerships in the genre.

Musical Legacy

Their production style, characterized by the use of samples from funk and
soul records, set a precedent for future hip-hop producers. Tracks like "You
Gots to Chill" and "Gold Digger" showcased their knack for creating
infectious hooks and rhythms that resonated with audiences. This approach to
music production has influenced a generation of artists and producers who
continue to draw inspiration from EPMD's work.

Career Highlights

EPMD's discography is filled with notable albums and singles that have left a
lasting impact on the hip-hop landscape. Some of their most significant
highlights include:

Strictly Business (1988) - Their debut album that introduced their
unique sound.

Unfinished Business (1989) - A successful follow-up that solidified
their status in hip-hop.

Business as Usual (1990) - Featured hits that further showcased their
lyrical prowess.

Out of Business (1999) - Marked their comeback after a long hiatus.



We Mean Business (2008) - Their latest album, highlighting their
enduring relevance in the industry.

Challenges and Hiatuses

Despite their success, EPMD faced numerous challenges throughout their
career. Internal conflicts, management disputes, and the pressures of the
music industry led to several breaks in their partnership. The phrase "out of
business" often echoed the uncertainties that surrounded their future as a
duo.

Industry Pressures

The music industry is notoriously difficult, and EPMD encountered various
obstacles, including changes in the industry landscape, evolving musical
tastes, and the pressures of maintaining relevance. These factors contributed
to their decision to take breaks, leading to periods where they were "out of
business" in the eyes of their fans.

Legacy and Future Prospects

EPMD's legacy is firmly established in the annals of hip-hop history. They
are frequently cited as one of the greatest duos in the genre, and their
influence can still be felt in contemporary music. Their ability to reinvent
themselves while remaining true to their roots is a testament to their
artistry.

Current and Future Projects

As of now, EPMD continues to perform and release music, keeping their legacy
alive. Fans eagerly anticipate new projects and collaborations, as the duo
shows no signs of slowing down. Their resilience and commitment to their
craft ensure that they remain a significant part of the hip-hop narrative.

Conclusion

In summary, "out of business epmd" encapsulates the journey of one of hip-
hop's most influential duos. From their groundbreaking albums to their
struggles and eventual reunions, EPMD has left an indelible mark on the music
industry. Their ability to face challenges head-on and emerge stronger has
solidified their place in hip-hop history. As they continue to create and
perform, their legacy will undoubtedly inspire future generations of artists
and fans alike.

Q: What does "out of business" signify in relation to



EPMD?
A: "Out of business" signifies the periods of inactivity and challenges that
EPMD faced throughout their career, particularly during their hiatuses and
personal conflicts.

Q: How did EPMD influence the hip-hop genre?
A: EPMD influenced hip-hop by pioneering the East Coast sound, popularizing
the duo format, and setting a standard for production techniques that many
artists still use today.

Q: What are some of EPMD's most notable albums?
A: Some notable albums by EPMD include "Strictly Business," "Unfinished
Business," "Business as Usual," and "Out of Business."

Q: Why did EPMD take breaks in their career?
A: EPMD took breaks due to internal conflicts, management issues, and the
pressures of the music industry that led to periods where they were "out of
business."

Q: Are EPMD still active in the music scene?
A: Yes, EPMD remains active in the music scene, continuing to perform and
release new music, thus ensuring their legacy endures.

Q: What legacy has EPMD left on the hip-hop industry?
A: EPMD's legacy includes their pioneering sound, their role in shaping the
duo dynamic in hip-hop, and their influence on a generation of artists and
producers.

Q: How did EPMD's sound evolve over the years?
A: EPMD's sound evolved by incorporating contemporary elements while
maintaining their signature funk and soul samples, allowing them to stay
relevant in changing musical landscapes.

Q: What themes are prevalent in EPMD's lyrics?
A: EPMD's lyrics often explore themes of street life, personal struggles, and
the complexities of the music industry, resonating with a wide audience.

Q: What was the impact of their album "Out of
Business"?
A: The album "Out of Business" marked EPMD's successful return to music after
a hiatus, showcasing their ability to adapt and maintain their classic sound



while addressing their challenges.
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