
risky business filming locations
risky business filming locations have become iconic in their own right, drawing fans of
the classic 1983 film to explore the sites that shaped its narrative. Directed by Paul
Brickman and featuring a breakout performance by Tom Cruise, "Risky Business" not only
captivated audiences with its story of adolescent freedom and rebellion but also showcased
various locations that contributed to its memorable scenes. This article will delve into the
key filming locations of "Risky Business," exploring their significance, characteristics, and
the cultural impact they have held over the years. We will also discuss how these locations
have changed since filming and their appeal to fans today.
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Overview of Risky Business

"Risky Business" is a coming-of-age film that follows the story of Joel Goodson, a high
school student played by Tom Cruise, who is left home alone while his parents are away. In
a series of events that lead to unexpected consequences, Joel engages in a reckless
escapade involving a call girl named Lana, leading to a rollercoaster of adventures. The film
is renowned for its portrayal of suburban life, youthful rebellion, and the quest for identity,
all encapsulated within the vibrant setting of Chicago in the early 1980s. The film's success
not only solidified Tom Cruise's career but also left a lasting impact on pop culture and
cinema.

Main Filming Locations

Filming for "Risky Business" took place primarily in the Chicago area, with several key
locations that stand out in the film. Each site plays a significant role in the narrative and is
beloved by fans. Here are some of the most important filming locations:

Joel's House

Lake Michigan



The Chicago River

North Side Chicago

Wrigley Field

Joel's House

One of the most recognizable locations from "Risky Business" is Joel's family home, which
serves as the backdrop for many pivotal scenes. Situated in the affluent suburb of Highland
Park, Illinois, the house is a classic representation of suburban architecture. Its spacious
interiors and well-manicured lawns are emblematic of the lifestyle that Joel’s family is
striving to maintain. The house is where Joel encounters the thrill of freedom and the
consequences of his actions, making it a critical element of the storytelling.

Lake Michigan

Lake Michigan plays a significant role in the film, especially during the iconic scenes where
Joel and Lana enjoy a carefree moment by the water. The picturesque views and serene
setting offer a stark contrast to the chaos of Joel's life. The scenes filmed along the
lakeshore highlight the beauty of Chicago and serve as a metaphor for the freedom that
Joel yearns for. The lake’s presence in the film has made it a popular photo spot for fans
seeking to recreate their favorite moments.

The Chicago River

The Chicago River is another key filming location that adds to the film's aesthetic. Some
memorable scenes take place near the river, showcasing the city's stunning architecture
and vibrant urban landscape. The river symbolizes the transition from the safety of
suburban life to the unpredictability of adult experiences. Fans often visit the river to
appreciate the iconic views that were captured in the film, further enhancing its cultural
significance.

North Side Chicago

The North Side of Chicago provided various urban backdrops for "Risky Business,"
encapsulating the essence of the city during the early 1980s. The bustling streets and lively
atmosphere reflect the excitement and danger that Joel navigates throughout the film.
Locations such as bars and clubs featured in the movie highlight the nightlife that Joel
explores, contrasting with his sheltered upbringing. This area remains a point of interest for
film enthusiasts who wish to experience the vibrant setting that contributed to the film's



narrative.

Wrigley Field

Wrigley Field, one of the most famous baseball parks in the United States, also makes an
appearance in "Risky Business." Although its role is brief, the stadium serves as a cultural
landmark that grounds the film in Chicago's rich sports history. The inclusion of Wrigley
Field adds a layer of authenticity and connects the film to the city's identity, making it a
cherished spot for fans who appreciate both baseball and cinema.

Significance of Each Location

Each filming location in "Risky Business" carries its own significance, not only in relation to
the plot but also in terms of the cultural narrative of the 1980s. The suburban setting of
Joel's house reflects the aspirations and pressures of the American middle class, while the
urban locations symbolize the allure of risk and rebellion. The interplay between these
spaces illustrates the journey of self-discovery that Joel undergoes throughout the film.

Changes Over Time

Since the release of "Risky Business," many of the filming locations have undergone
significant changes. Some have been renovated, while others have become commercial
spaces or have been repurposed. For example, Joel's house remains a private residence,
but its exterior has been modified over the years. Meanwhile, the surrounding
neighborhoods have evolved, reflecting the changing dynamics of suburban Chicago.
Despite these changes, the essence of the locations continues to resonate with fans, who
appreciate the nostalgia and history associated with the film.

Fan Pilgrimages and Cultural Impact

The filming locations of "Risky Business" have attracted a dedicated following of fans who
embark on pilgrimages to experience the sites firsthand. Tours highlighting these locations
have emerged, allowing enthusiasts to explore the city's cinematic history. The film's
legacy has made these spots cultural landmarks, contributing to the ongoing dialogue
about the film's themes of freedom, risk, and the transition into adulthood. The enduring
popularity of "Risky Business" ensures that these locations will remain significant for years
to come.



Q: What is the significance of Joel's house in Risky
Business?
A: Joel's house serves as a symbol of the suburban American dream and the pressures of
maintaining that lifestyle. It is where many pivotal moments occur, illustrating Joel's journey
from innocence to experience.

Q: Are the filming locations still accessible to fans?
A: Most filming locations are accessible, though some may be private residences or have
undergone changes. Fans often visit these sites to take photos and recreate memorable
scenes.

Q: How has the Chicago landscape changed since the
film's release?
A: Since 1983, many neighborhoods in Chicago have undergone significant development.
Some filming locations have been renovated or repurposed, reflecting the city's growth and
evolution.

Q: What impact did Risky Business have on pop culture?
A: "Risky Business" has had a lasting impact on pop culture, influencing fashion, music, and
film. Its themes of youthful rebellion and self-discovery resonate with audiences, making it
a timeless classic.

Q: Where can I find tours of the Risky Business filming
locations?
A: Various companies offer tours of filming locations in Chicago, including those from "Risky
Business." These tours provide fans with an opportunity to explore the sites in depth.

Q: Did Tom Cruise's performance in Risky Business
launch his career?
A: Yes, Tom Cruise's performance in "Risky Business" was pivotal in launching his career.
The film showcased his talent and charisma, leading to numerous leading roles in
subsequent films.



Q: What other films were shot in Chicago during the
1980s?
A: Chicago was a popular filming location in the 1980s for several films, including "The
Blues Brothers," "Ferris Bueller's Day Off," and "The Untouchables," all showcasing the
city's unique architecture and culture.

Q: How can I recreate scenes from Risky Business?
A: Fans often recreate scenes by visiting filming locations and dressing in 1980s fashion.
Social media platforms provide an avenue to share these recreations with fellow
enthusiasts.

Q: What themes does Risky Business explore?
A: "Risky Business" explores themes of adolescence, freedom, risk-taking, and the
transition into adulthood, reflecting the complexities of growing up in a suburban
environment.

Q: Is there a legacy associated with the filming
locations of Risky Business?
A: Yes, the filming locations have become cultural landmarks that represent the film's
significance in pop culture, attracting fans and sparking discussions about its themes and
impact over the years.
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