
risky business halloween costume

risky business halloween costume is a popular choice for Halloween
enthusiasts who want to channel their inner Tom Cruise. This iconic costume
captures the essence of the 1983 film "Risky Business," where Cruise's
character, Joel Goodson, famously dances in his underwear and sunglasses.
This article will explore the history of the costume, tips for creating your
own version, and how to elevate the look for Halloween parties. Additionally,
we will provide ideas for accessories and makeup to complete your
transformation into the ultimate "Risky Business" character.

To help you navigate this comprehensive guide, here’s a quick Table of
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History of the Risky Business Costume

The "Risky Business" Halloween costume is not just a clothing choice; it’s a
nostalgic nod to a cultural phenomenon that defined a generation. The film,
directed by Paul Brickman, features Tom Cruise as Joel Goodson, a high school
student who turns his parents' home into a makeshift brothel while they are
away. The iconic scenes, especially the one where Joel dances to Bob Seger’s
“Old Time Rock and Roll,” have made this costume synonymous with the carefree
spirit of the 1980s.

The costume typically consists of a white button-up shirt, boxer shorts, and
sunglasses. This simplistic yet striking outfit is easily recognizable and
has garnered a cult following over the years. The appeal of the "Risky
Business" costume lies not only in its humor but also in its representation
of youthful rebellion. As Halloween approaches each year, many people look
for ways to celebrate the film's legacy, making it a popular choice for
parties and events.

How to Create Your Own Risky Business Costume

Creating your own "Risky Business" costume is straightforward and can be done
with items you may already have in your wardrobe. Here’s a breakdown of how
to assemble the perfect outfit:



Essential Clothing Items

The key components of the "Risky Business" costume include:

White Button-Up Shirt: A classic, slightly oversized white dress shirt
is essential. Make sure it is long enough to peek out from underneath
your shorts.

Boxer Shorts: Any pair of comfortable, loose-fitting boxer shorts will
work. Traditional plaid patterns or solid colors are great options.

Sunglasses: Choose a pair of stylish, dark sunglasses. The more retro,
the better, as they contribute to the overall aesthetic of the 1980s.

To enhance the costume, you can also consider a pair of socks or slip-on
shoes, which add to the casual vibe of the outfit.

Optional Additions

If you want to take your costume to the next level, consider adding some
optional items:

Props: A toy microphone or a fake dollar bill can mimic Joel's antics in
the film.

Costume Wig: If you want to replicate his hairstyle, a wig styled in a
similar fashion can enhance the look.

Essential Accessories for the Look

Accessories play a vital role in completing the "Risky Business" costume.
Here are some essential accessories to consider:

Jewelry and Watches

A simple wristwatch can add a touch of sophistication to the look. Avoid
anything too flashy; instead, go for classic styles that reflect the 1980s
aesthetic.

Footwear

For footwear, options can range from simple loafers to casual slip-on shoes.



The goal is to choose something that complements the relaxed nature of the
costume while remaining comfortable for the evening.

Makeup and Hair Tips

Makeup and hair can significantly enhance your "Risky Business" costume.
Here’s how to achieve the perfect look:

Hair Styling

Joel Goodson’s hairstyle is characterized by its tousled, carefree
appearance. If your hair is short, use a bit of hair gel or pomade to create
a slightly messy look. If you're using a wig, style it to mimic Joel's iconic
hairstyle.

Makeup

For a male character, makeup is minimal, but you can add a bit of bronzer to
give your skin a sun-kissed glow. For females, a light application of makeup
that includes a natural foundation, subtle eye makeup, and a hint of blush
can enhance the overall appearance without being too overpowering.

Ideas for Halloween Parties with a Risky
Business Theme

If you want to host a Halloween party with a "Risky Business" theme, consider
incorporating elements from the movie to create an immersive experience. Here
are some ideas to get you started:

Decorations: Use 1980s-themed decorations, including posters from the
film, disco balls, and retro furniture to set the scene.

Music Playlist: Create a playlist featuring hits from the 1980s,
especially songs featured in the film, like Bob Seger’s “Old Time Rock
and Roll.”

Photo Booth: Set up a photo booth with props such as sunglasses and
microphones, allowing guests to capture the fun of the evening.

By embracing the spirit of the film, you can create a memorable event that
encourages guests to participate in the theme through costumes and
activities.



Final Thoughts

The "Risky Business" Halloween costume is a timeless choice that resonates
with nostalgia and humor. Its simplicity allows for easy assembly, while the
iconic elements ensure that it remains a favorite among Halloween revelers.
Whether you’re attending a party or hosting your own, this costume is sure to
stand out and spark conversations. By following the tips outlined in this
article, you can create a memorable look that pays homage to one of the most
beloved films of the 1980s.

Q: What are the essential items for a Risky Business
Halloween costume?
A: The essential items include a white button-up shirt, boxer shorts, and
sunglasses. Optional additions can enhance the look, such as props or a
costume wig.

Q: Can I wear shoes with my Risky Business costume?
A: Yes, you can wear casual slip-on shoes or loafers to complement the
relaxed vibe of the costume.

Q: How can I style my hair for the Risky Business
look?
A: For a male character, aim for a tousled, messy hairstyle using gel or
pomade. If using a wig, style it similarly to Tom Cruise’s character.

Q: What kind of makeup should I wear for a Risky
Business costume?
A: Minimal makeup is best for males, but females can use natural foundation,
subtle eye makeup, and a hint of blush for a polished look.

Q: How can I create a Risky Business-themed Halloween
party?
A: You can create a themed party by using 1980s decorations, playing music
from that era, and setting up a photo booth with props related to the film.

Q: Is the Risky Business costume suitable for both
men and women?
A: Yes, the costume is versatile and can be adapted for both men and women,
making it a popular choice for all.



Q: Where can I find accessories for my Risky Business
costume?
A: Accessories can be found at costume shops, thrift stores, or online
retailers. Look for sunglasses, watches, and props that evoke the 1980s
style.

Q: Can I personalize my Risky Business costume?
A: Absolutely! You can add unique elements like different patterns for your
boxer shorts or additional themed props to make the costume your own.

Q: What is the best way to capture the essence of the
Risky Business character?
A: Emulate the carefree attitude and iconic poses from the film. Practice the
famous dance moves and embrace the humorous side of the character for a fun
portrayal.
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