risky business porsche 928

risky business porsche 928 has become an iconic phrase among car enthusiasts and
film aficionados alike, stemming from its prominent role in the 1983 classic film "Risky
Business." The Porsche 928, a grand tourer produced by Porsche AG, was featured as the
vehicle of choice for the film's protagonist, Joel Goodson, played by Tom Cruise. This
vehicle not only captured the essence of the character's coming-of-age story but also
solidified the Porsche 928's status as a symbol of luxury and rebellion. In this article, we
will explore the history of the Porsche 928, its significance in "Risky Business," the
cultural impact it has had since, and why it remains a sought-after classic car today.
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History of the Porsche 928

The Porsche 928 was introduced in 1977 as a revolutionary model aimed at the American
market. Designed by the renowned automotive designer Anatole Lapine, the 928 was
intended to be a grand tourer that combined the performance of sports cars with the
comfort of luxury vehicles. Its distinctive design featured a sleek body, a long hood, and a
rear hatch, which set it apart from traditional Porsche offerings at the time.

Equipped with a V8 engine, the Porsche 928 offered impressive power, with early models
producing around 240 horsepower. This performance, combined with advanced features
for its time, such as a transaxle for better weight distribution and a luxurious interior,
made the 928 a formidable competitor in the sports car market. Throughout its production
run, which lasted until 1995, the 928 underwent several updates and improvements,
including enhancements to its engine, transmission, and overall design.

Technical Specifications

The Porsche 928 came with a variety of engine configurations over its lifespan. Key
specifications included:



e Engine: V8 engine with displacements ranging from 4.5L to 5.4L

e Power Output: Between 240 to 350 horsepower, depending on the model and year
e Transmission: Available with both manual and automatic options

¢ 0-60 mph: Approximately 5.5 seconds in later models

e Top Speed: Around 150 mph

The Role of the Porsche 928 in "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" is a film that not only launched Tom Cruise's career but also became a
cultural touchstone of the 1980s. The film portrays a teenager's exploration of adulthood,
freedom, and the consequences of his actions, with the Porsche 928 symbolizing his
journey. The car becomes a pivotal element of the plot, representing status, risk, and the
thrill of teenage rebellion.

In one of the film's most memorable scenes, Joel drives the Porsche 928 through the
streets of Chicago, embodying the carefree spirit of youth. The car's sleek design and
powerful performance mirror Joel's aspirations and the allure of living on the edge. The
iconic scenes of high-speed driving not only contributed to the film's excitement but also
showcased the Porsche 928 as a desirable object of wish fulfillment.

Memorable Scenes Involving the Porsche 928

Several scenes in "Risky Business" highlight the Porsche 928's significance:

e Joel's first drive: Capturing the exhilaration of freedom and self-discovery.
e The infamous joyride: Demonstrating the risks associated with teenage decisions.

e Interactions with other characters: The car serves as a status symbol among peers.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The cultural impact of "Risky Business" and the Porsche 928 extends far beyond the film
itself. The movie helped to cement the Porsche 928's place in automotive history, making



it a symbol of 1980s pop culture. The car's association with the film has led to a
resurgence of interest among classic car collectors and enthusiasts.

Over the years, the Porsche 928 has been featured in various media, from television shows
to video games, further embedding it in the cultural consciousness. Its unique design and
performance capabilities continue to attract attention, making it a popular choice for
restorations and car shows.

The Porsche 928 in Modern Media

In recent years, the Porsche 928 has made appearances in:

e Television series: Often showcased as a classic luxury vehicle.
e Documentaries: Explored as an important part of automotive history.

e Car enthusiast events: Frequently highlighted in classic car exhibitions.

Buying and Restoring the Porsche 928

For those interested in owning a piece of automotive history, the Porsche 928 remains a
viable option. However, potential buyers should be aware of several factors when
purchasing and restoring this classic vehicle. The market for Porsche 928s has
experienced fluctuations, but they are generally considered affordable compared to other
classic sports cars.

When buying a Porsche 928, it is essential to consider the following:

e Condition: Assess the overall state of the vehicle, including engine, transmission,
and bodywork.

e Maintenance history: A well-documented service history can indicate a well-cared-
for car.

e Parts availability: Ensure that replacement parts are accessible, as some may be
harder to find.

e Professional inspection: Always have a trusted mechanic inspect the vehicle before
purchase.



Restoration Tips

For those looking to restore a Porsche 928, consider the following tips:

e Focus on mechanical repairs first to ensure the car runs smoothly.
e Pay attention to rust and bodywork, especially in older models.
e Maintain originality where possible, as this can enhance the car's value.

¢ Join Porsche clubs or forums for advice and support during the restoration process.

Conclusion

The legacy of the Porsche 928, particularly its association with "Risky Business," continues
to resonate with automotive enthusiasts and film fans alike. This iconic vehicle represents
a blend of luxury, performance, and cultural significance that few cars can match. As
interest in classic cars grows, the Porsche 928 remains a compelling option for those
seeking a vehicle that embodies both style and substance. Whether you're a collector, a
car enthusiast, or simply a fan of 1980s cinema, the Porsche 928 stands as a testament to
an era of automotive excellence and cinematic history.

Q: What makes the Porsche 928 significant in
automotive history?

A: The Porsche 928 was significant due to its unique combination of luxury and
performance, marking a departure from traditional sports cars. It was the first Porsche to
feature a front-engine layout and aimed to appeal specifically to the American market.

Q: How did "Risky Business" impact the popularity of
the Porsche 928?

A: "Risky Business" showcased the Porsche 928 as a symbol of status and youthful
rebellion, significantly enhancing its appeal and desirability among car enthusiasts and
the general public.

Q: What are some common issues to look for when
buying a Porsche 928?

A: Common issues include rust, electrical problems, and wear in the cooling system. It's



essential to thoroughly inspect the vehicle and review its maintenance history.

Q: Is the Porsche 928 a good investment for collectors?

A: Yes, the Porsche 928 has been gaining traction in the classic car market, making it a
potentially good investment, especially well-maintained and restored models.

Q: How can I restore a Porsche 928 effectively?

A: Effective restoration involves prioritizing mechanical repairs, addressing rust and
bodywork, and sourcing original parts. Engaging with the Porsche community can provide
valuable resources and support.

Q: What is the typical price range for a Porsche 928?

A: The price for a Porsche 928 can vary widely based on condition, model year, and
modifications, typically ranging from $5,000 to $30,000 or more for pristine examples.

Q: What engines were available in the Porsche 928?

A: The Porsche 928 was equipped with various V8 engines ranging from 4.5L to 5.4L
throughout its production, offering power outputs from approximately 240 to 350
horsepower.

Q: What are the benefits of joining a Porsche club?

A: Joining a Porsche club provides access to a community of enthusiasts, valuable
resources for restoration and maintenance, and opportunities to participate in events and
car shows.

Q: How does the Porsche 928 compare to other classic
sports cars?

A: The Porsche 928 is often compared favorably to other classic sports cars due to its
combination of luxury, performance, and practicality, making it a versatile choice for
collectors.
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