risky business tom cruise costume

risky business tom cruise costume has become an iconic representation of
1980s cinema and pop culture, largely thanks to Tom Cruise's unforgettable
performance in the film "Risky Business." The costume, which features a
minimalist yet stylish look, has inspired fans and costume enthusiasts alike
to recreate this classic ensemble for parties, Halloween, and other themed
events. This article will delve into the specifics of the Risky Business
costume, discussing its components, styling tips, and where to find or create
the perfect outfit. Additionally, we will explore the cultural impact of the
film and its continued relevance in contemporary fashion and costume design.
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Understanding the Risky Business Costume

The Risky Business costume is primarily defined by Tom Cruise's character,
Joel Goodson, who embodies the carefree and rebellious spirit of youth in the
1980s. The outfit is characterized by its simplicity and casual style, making
it both recognizable and easy to emulate. The costume consists of a few
essential pieces that together create a laid-back yet memorable look.
Understanding the essence of this costume is crucial for anyone looking to
replicate it accurately.

The film, released in 1983, not only catapulted Cruise to stardom but also
introduced a fashion trend that has persisted through the decades. The film's
portrayal of teenage freedom, combined with its stylish aesthetic, makes the
Risky Business costume a timeless choice for various events.

Key Components of the Costume

To successfully recreate the Risky Business costume, one must focus on the
key components that define Joel Goodson's iconic look. The main elements
include:

e White Button-Up Shirt: A loose-fitting, white button-up shirt is the
foundation of the costume. It should be slightly oversized to capture
the laid-back vibe of the character.



e Boxer Shorts: The signature piece of the costume, boxer shorts should be
comfortable and stylish. Popular choices include plaid or solid colors

that evoke the 1980s aesthetic.

e Sunglasses: A pair of classic Ray-Ban Wayfarer sunglasses is essential
to complete the look. These sunglasses add an element of coolness and

mimic Joel's nonchalant attitude.

e Socks and Shoes: White crew socks paired with loafers or casual shoes

are a critical detail of the outfit. This combination enhances the
carefree aspect of Joel's style.

e Props: Optional props like a vintage cassette player or a few records

can elevate the costume and evoke the film's nostalgic feel.

Each of these components contributes to the overall aesthetic of the Risky
Business costume. Paying close attention to detail will ensure your outfit is

both authentic and striking.

Styling Tips for Your Risky Business Look

Once you have gathered the key components of the Risky Business costume,

essential to style them effectively to achieve the desired look. Here are

some tips to consider:

it's

e Fit and Comfort: Ensure that the shirt is loose-fitting and comfortable,
allowing for ease of movement. The boxer shorts should also be relaxed

to maintain the casual vibe.

e Accessorize Wisely: While the sunglasses are a must, consider adding

other accessories like a bracelet or a watch to enhance the overall look

without overwhelming it.

e Hair and Grooming: Style your hair in a way that mimics Tom Cruise's
character. A slicked-back look or a tousled style can work well. If

you're a fan of the 80s, consider adding a bit of hairspray for volume.

e Confidence: The most crucial aspect of the Risky Business costume is

to

wear it with confidence. Joel Goodson's character exudes charisma, and

embodying that spirit will make your costume stand out.

By following these styling tips, you'll not only look the part but also feel

great in your Risky Business costume.

Where to Find or Create the Costume

Finding or creating the perfect Risky Business costume can be a fun and
rewarding experience. Here are some options to consider:

e Costume Stores: Many costume shops carry premade Risky Business
costumes, complete with all the necessary components. This option is
convenient for those who prefer a ready-to-wear outfit.



e Online Retailers: Websites specializing in costumes often have a wide
selection of items that can be combined to create the perfect ensemble.
Look for white button-up shirts, boxer shorts, and accessories.

e Thrift Shops: For a more budget-friendly and eco-conscious approach,
visit local thrift stores to find individual pieces. You may discover
unique items that add character to your costume.

e DIY Approach: If you enjoy crafting, consider making your own costume.
This involves sourcing materials and sewing to create a unique look that
reflects your personal style.

Regardless of the method you choose, ensure that each element of your costume
aligns with the classic aesthetic of the Risky Business outfit.

The Cultural Impact of Risky Business

The cultural impact of "Risky Business" and its associated costume extends
far beyond its initial release. The film has become a touchstone for
discussions about youth culture, the pursuit of dreams, and the consequences
of reckless behavior. Its quotes, scenes, and fashion choices have been
referenced and parodied in various forms of media, solidifying its place in
pop culture history.

The Risky Business costume has influenced fashion trends, particularly in the
realm of casual wear. The character's blend of relaxed and stylish elements
has inspired countless adaptations, making it a popular choice for Halloween,
themed parties, and cosplay events. Additionally, the film's iconic status
ensures that the costume remains relevant in contemporary fashion
discussions.

Conclusion

The Risky Business Tom Cruise costume is not just a simple outfit; it
represents a significant moment in film history and a defining style of the
1980s. By understanding the key components, styling tips, and cultural
significance of this ensemble, anyone can successfully recreate Joel
Goodson's unforgettable look. Whether for a Halloween party, a themed event,
or simply for fun, the Risky Business costume remains a beloved choice that
resonates with fans and fashion enthusiasts alike.

Q: What are the essential components of a Risky
Business costume?

A: The essential components include a loose-fitting white button-up shirt,
boxer shorts, Ray-Ban Wayfarer sunglasses, white crew socks, and casual
shoes. Optional props like a vintage cassette player can enhance the look.

Q: Where can I find a Risky Business costume?

A: You can find a Risky Business costume at costume stores, online retailers,
thrift shops, or by creating a DIY version using individual pieces that



reflect the style of the outfit.

Q: How can I style my hair for a Risky Business
costume?

A: To style your hair for a Risky Business costume, consider a slicked-back
look or a tousled style. Using hairspray can help achieve volume and maintain
the 80s aesthetic.

Q: Is the Risky Business costume suitable for
Halloween?

A: Yes, the Risky Business costume is a popular choice for Halloween due to
its iconic status and recognizable elements, making it a fun and engaging
outfit for any Halloween celebration.

Q: Can I make a Risky Business costume myself?

A: Absolutely! Creating a Risky Business costume yourself can be a fun
project. You can source materials from thrift shops or online, and even sew
your own components to achieve a unique look.

Q: What accessories should I consider for a Risky
Business outfit?

A: Essential accessories include Ray-Ban Wayfarer sunglasses and comfortable
shoes. You might also consider adding bracelets or other subtle accessories
to enhance the look without overwhelming it.

Q: Why has the Risky Business costume remained
popular over the years?

A: The Risky Business costume has remained popular due to its association
with a classic film, its reflection of 1980s youth culture, and its timeless
appeal in casual fashion. The outfit's simplicity and charm make it a
favorite for various events.

Q: What kind of boxer shorts should I wear for this
costume?

A: For the Risky Business costume, choose boxer shorts that are comfortable
and stylish. Plaid or solid colors are great options that align with the
film's aesthetic and the character's laid-back style.



Q: What should I do if I can't find all the
components of the costume?

A: If you can't find all the components, focus on the key elements like the
white shirt and sunglasses, and improvise with similar items you can find.
The essence of the costume lies in its overall vibe rather than exact
matches.

Q: How do I wear the Risky Business costume with
confidence?

A: To wear the Risky Business costume with confidence, embrace the playful
and carefree spirit of Joel Goodson. Practice your pose and attitude, and
remember that confidence is key to pulling off this iconic look.
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