taking care of business chords

taking care of business chords serve as the backbone of one of the most iconic rock
songs of the 1970s. Written by Randy Bachman and famously performed by Bachman-
Turner Overdrive, this song has not only become a classic anthem for work and
productivity but also a staple for musicians across various genres. Understanding the
chords involved in "Taking Care of Business" is essential for aspiring guitarists and
keyboardists who want to delve into classic rock. This article will explore the chord
progressions, variations, and techniques essential for playing this song, making it easier
for musicians to master its sound. Additionally, we will discuss tips for practicing these
chords and the importance of rhythm in achieving the song's energetic vibe.
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Overview of Taking Care of Business Chords

Taking care of business chords primarily revolve around a straightforward yet powerful
progression that resonates with audiences. The song is predominantly in the key of E
major and employs a variety of chords that create its driving sound. Musicians will mainly
use the E, A, and B chords, which are fundamental in rock music. Mastering these chords
is crucial for anyone looking to perform the song effectively.

In addition to the primary chords, variations and embellishments can enhance the overall
performance. Guitarists often incorporate techniques such as power chords and barre
chords to add depth and texture to their sound. Understanding these nuances can
significantly improve a musician's rendition of the song.

Understanding the Chord Progression

The chord progression in "Taking Care of Business" is one of the key elements that
contributes to its catchy and memorable nature. The main progression follows a simple yet
effective pattern, making it accessible for both novice and experienced players. The
primary progression throughout most of the song is as follows:



1. E major
2. A major

3. B major

This progression is repeated throughout the verses and the chorus, creating a sense of
familiarity that engages listeners. Each chord plays a distinct role in building the song's
energy, with the E major chord serving as the foundation. The transition from the A major
to the B major chord adds a dynamic lift, making the chorus particularly impactful.

Variations and Extensions

While the basic chord progression is fundamental, adding variations can enhance the
performance. Musicians might consider using:

e Power chords to create a heavier sound.
e Barre chords for a more versatile playing style.

e Sus chords to add tension before resolving to the primary chords.

These variations can add depth to a performance, allowing musicians to express their style
while remaining true to the original song.

Tips for Playing the Chords

When it comes to playing "Taking Care of Business," there are several tips that can help
improve performance and ease of play. First and foremost, ensuring that the guitar is
properly tuned to standard E tuning is essential for achieving the correct sound.
Additionally, focusing on finger placement can greatly enhance the clarity of each chord.

Another important aspect is the strumming pattern. The song's energetic feel is largely
driven by a consistent and rhythmic strumming technique. Beginners should practice a
down-up strumming pattern to capture the essence of the song. Gradually increasing the
tempo while maintaining precision will lead to a more professional sound.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While learning to play the chords, musicians may encounter some common pitfalls. These
include:

e Neglecting proper finger positioning, which can lead to muted strings.

¢ Playing too fast too soon, resulting in sloppy execution.



e Forgetting to emphasize the rhythm, leading to a disjointed sound.

By being mindful of these mistakes, players can focus on developing a strong foundation
that will enhance their overall performance of the song.

Practicing Techniques for Beginners

For beginners, developing a structured practice routine is crucial. Start by focusing on
individual chords before attempting to play the entire progression. Spend time ensuring
that each chord rings clearly and that transitions between chords are smooth. This
foundational practice can prevent frustration later on.

Incorporating a metronome into practice sessions can also help establish a steady rhythm.
Start at a slower tempo and gradually increase the speed as confidence grows. This
technique not only improves timing but also helps in mastering the energetic feel of
"Taking Care of Business."

The Importance of Rhythm and Timing

Rhythm and timing are pivotal when playing "Taking Care of Business." The song's upbeat
tempo requires musicians to maintain a consistent groove throughout the performance.
Understanding the concept of downbeats and upbeats will aid in capturing the song's
lively essence.

Practicing with backing tracks or along with the original recording can also enhance a
musician's sense of timing. This practice allows players to internalize the rhythm and
understand how their part fits within the larger musical context.

Conclusion

Taking care of business chords form the core of one of rock music’s most celebrated
anthems. By mastering the fundamental chord progressions, incorporating variations, and
focusing on rhythm, musicians can bring this classic song to life. With diligent practice
and attention to detail, both beginners and seasoned players can enjoy performing "Taking
Care of Business" with confidence and flair. This song not only serves as a testament to
rock music's enduring appeal but also as a valuable learning experience for aspiring
musicians.

Q: What are the basic chords for Taking Care of
Business?

A: The basic chords for "Taking Care of Business" are E major, A major, and B major.
These chords form the foundation of the song's progression.



Q: How can I improve my strumming pattern for this
song?

A: To improve your strumming pattern, start with a simple down-up motion and gradually
incorporate more complex rhythms. Practicing with a metronome can also help maintain
timing.

Q: What techniques can enhance my performance of
Taking Care of Business?

A: Techniques such as using power chords, incorporating barre chords, and adding sus
chords can enhance your performance. Experimenting with these can add depth to your
rendition.

Q: Is it necessary to play the song in the original key?

A: While playing in the original key of E major is recommended for authenticity, you can
transpose the song to a key that suits your vocal range or playing style.

Q: How can I avoid common mistakes while learning
this song?

A: To avoid common mistakes, focus on proper finger positioning, practice slowly to
maintain clarity, and emphasize rhythm to ensure a cohesive sound.

Q: What should I focus on during my practice sessions?

A: Focus on mastering individual chords, ensuring smooth transitions, and maintaining a
steady rhythm. Incorporating a metronome can be beneficial.

Q: Can I use an electric guitar to play Taking Care of
Business?

A: Yes, using an electric guitar can enhance the song's sound. Experimenting with
different effects can also add a unique touch to your performance.

Q: How important is timing when playing this song?

A: Timing is crucial when playing "Taking Care of Business." A consistent rhythm helps
capture the energetic essence of the song and keeps the performance engaging.



Q: What are some good resources for learning this
song?

A: Good resources include online tutorials, chord charts, and instructional videos that
break down the song's structure and techniques.

Q: Can I play Taking Care of Business on other
instruments?

A: Yes, the chords can also be adapted for piano and other instruments, allowing for
versatility in performance.
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