
tom cruise dancing risky business
tom cruise dancing risky business has become an iconic moment in cinematic history,
emblematic of the 1980s pop culture. This memorable scene features Tom Cruise in a carefree dance,
showcasing his charisma and energy while donning a simple white shirt and socks. The film "Risky
Business," released in 1983, not only catapulted Cruise to stardom but also left a lasting impression
on audiences and the film industry alike. This article delves into the various facets of this
unforgettable dance scene, its impact on pop culture, and its significance in Tom Cruise's career. We
will explore the context of the film, the choreography, and the legacy of this moment, as well as its
influence on dance in film and popular culture.
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Overview of "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" is a coming-of-age film directed by Paul Brickman that tells the story of a high school
student, Joel Goodsen, played by Tom Cruise. The plot revolves around Joel's experiences when his
parents leave him home alone, leading him to explore his newfound freedom. The film touches on
themes of adolescence, temptation, and the consequences of one's choices. Released in 1983, it
became a critical and commercial success, grossing over $63 million in the United States alone.

The Setting and Plot

The film is set in the affluent suburb of Chicago, where Joel's privileged life takes an unexpected turn.
As he attempts to impress his crush, he finds himself entangled with a call girl named Lana, played by
Rebecca De Mornay. The storyline develops as Joel's misadventures escalate, ultimately leading to a
significant turning point in his life. The film's narrative effectively captures the essence of youthful
rebellion and the quest for identity.



Critical Reception

"Risky Business" received positive reviews from critics, with particular praise for Tom Cruise's
performance. The film's blend of humor and drama resonated with audiences, making it a defining
film of the 1980s. It is often noted for its sharp screenplay and engaging performances, establishing
itself as a cultural touchstone that continues to influence filmmakers and actors today.

The Dance Scene Breakdown

The dance scene in "Risky Business" is arguably one of the most memorable moments in film history.
It features Tom Cruise dancing in his living room, a moment that has been parodied and referenced in
countless media since its release.

Choreography and Style

The choreography of the dance scene is relatively simple yet impactful. Cruise's movements are
spontaneous and exude a sense of joy and freedom. Dressed in a white button-down shirt, socks, and
boxer shorts, his attire adds to the carefree vibe of the moment. The dance is punctuated by the
classic song "Old Time Rock and Roll" by Bob Seger, which has become synonymous with the scene
itself.

Filming the Scene

This iconic dance was not just a spur-of-the-moment decision; it was meticulously crafted to reflect
Joel's character development. The scene symbolizes his transition from a naive teenager to a more
self-assured individual. The creative direction by Paul Brickman and the performance by Cruise
combined to create a sequence that would resonate with viewers for decades.

Impact on Popular Culture

The influence of Tom Cruise's dance in "Risky Business" extends far beyond the film itself. This scene
has entered the realm of pop culture, inspiring numerous references in television, music videos, and
even commercials.

Parodies and References

Many television shows and films have paid homage to the dance scene, showcasing its widespread
recognition. Notable examples include:



"The Simpsons" often references classic movies, including "Risky Business."

Music videos, such as those by various artists, have incorporated similar dance moves.

Commercials have utilized the dance to evoke nostalgia and humor.

Fashion Influence

The attire worn by Tom Cruise in the dance scene has also had a lasting impact on fashion. The
combination of a white shirt and socks became a popular look, often imitated in various contexts,
including parties and themed events. The scene contributed to a cultural trend that celebrated casual
yet stylish attire.

Tom Cruise's Career Post-Risky Business

"Risky Business" marked a turning point in Tom Cruise's career, establishing him as a leading man in
Hollywood. Following the film's success, Cruise went on to star in several blockbuster films, solidifying
his status as one of the biggest movie stars of his generation.

Subsequent Roles

After "Risky Business," Tom Cruise starred in a series of successful films, including:

"Top Gun" (1986) - A film that further solidified his status as a cultural icon.

"Rain Man" (1988) - A critical and commercial success that earned him an Academy Award
nomination.

"Jerry Maguire" (1996) - A film that showcased his range as an actor and produced the famous
line, "Show me the money!"

Continued Influence

Throughout his career, Cruise has continued to take on diverse roles, demonstrating his versatility as
an actor. His ability to blend drama, action, and humor has kept him relevant in the ever-changing
landscape of Hollywood.



Legacy and Influence of the Dance

The legacy of Tom Cruise dancing in "Risky Business" is undeniable. The scene not only encapsulates
the spirit of the 1980s but also serves as a pivotal moment in film history. Its influence can still be
seen in modern cinema and popular culture.

Enduring Popularity

Decades after its release, the dance scene remains a beloved reference point for audiences. Its
combination of humor, charm, and nostalgia continues to resonate, making it a favorite among fans of
classic films and new viewers alike.

Impact on Dance in Film

The scene has also influenced how dance is portrayed in films. It demonstrated that dance could be a
powerful form of expression that enhances character development and storytelling. Filmmakers have
since embraced dance as a tool for creativity, often incorporating it into their narratives in innovative
ways.

Conclusion

Tom Cruise's dancing in "Risky Business" is more than just a memorable scene; it is a cultural
phenomenon that transcends generations. The film's impact on pop culture, Cruise's subsequent
career, and the lasting influence of the dance itself highlight its significance in cinematic history. As
we revisit this iconic moment, it serves as a reminder of the power of film to create unforgettable
experiences and shape the cultural landscape.

Q: What year was "Risky Business" released?
A: "Risky Business" was released in 1983.

Q: What song plays during Tom Cruise's dance scene?
A: The song that plays during Tom Cruise's dance scene is "Old Time Rock and Roll" by Bob Seger.

Q: How did the dance scene impact Tom Cruise's career?
A: The dance scene in "Risky Business" helped establish Tom Cruise as a leading man in Hollywood,
leading to numerous blockbuster films and significant recognition.



Q: What themes does "Risky Business" explore?
A: "Risky Business" explores themes of adolescence, temptation, and the consequences of one's
choices.

Q: Has the dance scene been referenced in other media?
A: Yes, the dance scene has been referenced in various television shows, commercials, and music
videos, showcasing its lasting impact on pop culture.

Q: What attire is Tom Cruise wearing during the dance scene?
A: Tom Cruise is wearing a white button-down shirt, socks, and boxer shorts during the dance scene.

Q: What are some notable films Tom Cruise starred in after
"Risky Business"?
A: Notable films include "Top Gun," "Rain Man," and "Jerry Maguire."

Q: Why is the dance scene considered iconic?
A: The dance scene is considered iconic due to its combination of humor, charm, and the way it
encapsulates the spirit of the 1980s, making it memorable for audiences.

Q: How has the dance scene influenced modern filmmaking?
A: The dance scene has influenced modern filmmaking by showing how dance can enhance
storytelling and character development, leading filmmakers to incorporate dance more creatively in
their narratives.
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