
tom cruise sunglasses in risky business

tom cruise sunglasses in risky business are iconic symbols of the 1980s film culture, epitomizing style and
charisma. In the film "Risky Business," Tom Cruise's character, Joel Goodsen, showcased a distinctive pair of
sunglasses that became emblematic of the movie's themes of youthful rebellion and adventure. This article will
explore the significance of these sunglasses, their impact on fashion trends, and how they continue to influence
pop culture today. By delving into the details of the film, the sunglasses themselves, and their lasting legacy,
we will uncover why these accessories remain a topic of fascination for fans and fashion enthusiasts alike.
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Introduction to Tom Cruise and "Risky Business"

Released in 1983, "Risky Business" stands as a defining film in Tom Cruise's career, launching him into
superstardom. The story follows a high school student, Joel Goodsen, who takes advantage of his parents'
absence to explore newfound freedom. As he navigates through a series of unexpected adventures, Joel dons a
pair of sunglasses that perfectly encapsulate his rebellious spirit. These sunglasses did not just serve as a
fashion accessory; they became an integral part of the character's identity and the film's overall aesthetic.

Tom Cruise's portrayal of Joel Goodsen resonated with audiences, and the sunglasses he wore became a
cultural artifact. The film's combination of humor, drama, and coming-of-age themes, paired with the memorable
scenes featuring these sunglasses, cemented their place in cinematic history.

The Iconic Sunglasses: Design and Features

The sunglasses worn by Tom Cruise in "Risky Business" are often described as Ray-Ban Wayfarers, which have
become synonymous with coolness and style. Their bold, angular frame and dark lenses not only provided
protection from the sun but also added an air of mystery and charm to Joel's character.

Some key features of the sunglasses include:

Frame Material: The sunglasses are made from high-quality plastic, ensuring durability and comfort.

Lens Type: They typically feature dark lenses that help reduce glare and enhance visibility, making them
functional as well as fashionable.

Shape: The Wayfarer shape is characterized by its trapezoidal silhouette, which complements various
face shapes.

Color Options: While the classic black is most recognized, these sunglasses can also be found in various
colors, appealing to diverse tastes.



These elements combined to create a timeless accessory that remains popular even decades after the film's
release.

The Cultural Impact of "Risky Business"

"Risky Business" not only launched Tom Cruise's career but also significantly influenced popular culture. The
portrayal of teenage freedom and rebellion struck a chord with many young viewers in the 1980s, and the film’s
aesthetic, particularly the sunglasses, became a representation of that era's youth culture.

Several aspects of the film contributed to its cultural significance:

Soundtrack: The film's iconic soundtrack, featuring songs like "Old Time Rock and Roll" by Bob Seger,
became deeply associated with the imagery of Tom Cruise dancing in his sunglasses.

Fashion Influence: The fashion choices in "Risky Business," particularly the sunglasses, inspired a wave of
similar styles among teenagers and young adults.

Dialogue and Quotes: Memorable lines from the film, coupled with the visual of Cruise in sunglasses,
have become part of the cultural lexicon.

These cultural elements ensured that "Risky Business" would be remembered not just as a film but as a
significant cultural phenomenon.

Fashion Trends Inspired by Tom Cruise's Sunglasses

The impact of Tom Cruise's sunglasses on fashion is undeniable. Since the release of "Risky Business," the
Wayfarer style has seen a resurgence in popularity, often being featured in fashion shows and worn by
celebrities. The association with the film has kept these sunglasses relevant in contemporary fashion.

Key fashion trends inspired by the sunglasses include:

Vintage Revival: The 1980s aesthetic has made a comeback, with many fashion brands incorporating
retro elements, including sunglasses reminiscent of those seen in "Risky Business."

Accessorizing: Sunglasses have become essential accessories in both casual and formal attire, reflecting
personal style and confidence.

Celebrity Endorsements: Modern celebrities often sport similar styles, keeping the legacy of Tom Cruise's
sunglasses alive in the current fashion landscape.

These trends illustrate how a single film can influence fashion for generations, making Tom Cruise's sunglasses
an enduring symbol of style.

Where to Buy Similar Sunglasses Today

For those interested in capturing the essence of Joel Goodsen's style, there are several options for purchasing
sunglasses similar to those worn by Tom Cruise in "Risky Business." Many brands offer their own versions of
the classic Wayfarer design, making it accessible for fashion enthusiasts.

Some popular retailers include:

Ray-Ban: The original manufacturer offers authentic Wayfarers, ensuring quality and style.



Retail Chains: Stores like Sunglass Hut and other eyewear retailers often carry similar styles at
various price points.

Online Marketplaces: Websites such as Amazon and eBay feature a wide range of sunglasses, including
vintage and modern versions of the Wayfarer.

When purchasing, it is essential to consider factors such as UV protection, lens quality, and frame durability
to ensure a good investment.

Legacy of "Risky Business" and Its Sunglasses

The legacy of "Risky Business" endures not only through its storyline and characters but also through its
iconic fashion statements. Tom Cruise's sunglasses have transcended their role as mere accessories to become
symbols of a specific time and attitude in American culture.

The film continues to be referenced in various media, and the sunglasses remain a popular choice for those
looking to channel their inner Joel Goodsen. As new generations discover "Risky Business," the allure of its
fashion and style, particularly the sunglasses, ensures that they will remain relevant for years to come.

Q: What brand of sunglasses did Tom Cruise wear in "Risky Business"?

A: Tom Cruise wore Ray-Ban Wayfarer sunglasses in "Risky Business," which became iconic due to their
association with the character Joel Goodsen.

Q: Why are the sunglasses from "Risky Business" considered iconic?

A: The sunglasses are considered iconic because they represent the film's themes of rebellion and freedom, and
they have become synonymous with the character's youthful spirit.

Q: How did "Risky Business" influence fashion trends?

A: "Risky Business" influenced fashion trends by popularizing the Wayfarer style of sunglasses and
contributing to a vintage aesthetic that has seen a resurgence in modern fashion.

Q: Can I find similar sunglasses today?

A: Yes, similar sunglasses can be found at various retailers, including Ray-Ban, Sunglass Hut, and online
marketplaces like Amazon and eBay.

Q: What other movies feature iconic sunglasses?

A: Other movies that feature iconic sunglasses include "The Matrix," "Men in Black," and "Top Gun," where
sunglasses also play a significant role in character identity and style.

Q: What is the significance of the scene where Tom Cruise dances in his



sunglasses?

A: The scene where Tom Cruise dances in his sunglasses has become iconic, symbolizing carefree youth and the
thrill of living life to the fullest, solidifying the sunglasses' place in pop culture.

Q: Are Ray-Ban Wayfarers still popular today?

A: Yes, Ray-Ban Wayfarers remain popular today due to their timeless design and association with various
cultural figures and films, including "Risky Business."

Q: Did "Risky Business" have any impact on Tom Cruise's career?

A: Yes, "Risky Business" was a significant turning point in Tom Cruise's career, establishing him as a leading
actor in Hollywood and showcasing his charisma and talent.

Q: What elements of "Risky Business" contribute to its lasting appeal?

A: Elements such as its engaging storyline, memorable characters, cultural references, iconic soundtrack, and
fashion choices contribute to the lasting appeal of "Risky Business."

Q: How do the sunglasses in "Risky Business" compare to modern
sunglasses?

A: The sunglasses in "Risky Business," particularly the Wayfarer style, have influenced modern designs, which
often mimic their shape and aesthetic while incorporating updated materials and technologies.
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