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ap chemistry frq 2017 presents an essential opportunity for students preparing for the Advanced

Placement Chemistry exam. The free-response questions (FRQs) from the 2017 exam not only assess

students' understanding of fundamental chemical principles but also test their ability to apply these

concepts in various scenarios. This article will explore the structure of the AP Chemistry exam, delve

deeply into the FRQs from 2017, and analyze the scoring guidelines to provide a comprehensive

overview that will aid students in their preparation. By understanding the 2017 FRQs, students can

enhance their problem-solving skills and familiarize themselves with the exam format, thereby

improving their chances of success.
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Overview of the AP Chemistry Exam

The AP Chemistry exam is designed to assess high school students' knowledge of chemistry and their

ability to apply this knowledge through problem-solving. The exam consists of two main sections:

multiple-choice questions and free-response questions (FRQs). The FRQ section is crucial, as it allows



students to demonstrate their understanding and application of chemistry concepts in more open-

ended questions.

The structure of the AP Chemistry exam includes a total of 60 multiple-choice questions and 7 FRQs,

which are divided into two parts. The first part includes three long-form questions that require detailed

explanations and calculations. The second part consists of four shorter questions. Each FRQ tests

specific content areas from the AP Chemistry curriculum, including chemical reactions, stoichiometry,

thermodynamics, and kinetics.

Detailed Analysis of the 2017 FRQs

The 2017 AP Chemistry FRQs covered a wide range of topics, reflecting the breadth of the curriculum.

The questions were designed to assess students' understanding of key concepts in chemistry and their

ability to apply this knowledge to solve complex problems.

FRQ 1: Thermodynamics

This question focused on the principles of thermodynamics, specifically enthalpy changes during

chemical reactions. Students were required to calculate the enthalpy change for a reaction based on

given data and interpret the results in terms of the stability of the products and reactants.

FRQ 2: Kinetics

The second question addressed reaction kinetics, asking students to analyze experimental data to

determine the rate law for a given reaction. Students needed to demonstrate their understanding of

how to use concentration and time data to derive the rate equation and calculate the rate constant.



FRQ 3: Equilibrium

This question revolved around chemical equilibrium. Students were presented with a system at

equilibrium and asked to predict the effects of changes in concentration and temperature on the

system, applying Le Châtelier's principle. The question required not only calculations but also a

conceptual understanding of equilibrium shifts.

FRQ 4: Acid-Base Chemistry

The fourth question explored acid-base chemistry, where students were required to perform titration

calculations, determining the concentration of an unknown solution based on titration data. This

question emphasized understanding pH calculations and the stoichiometry involved in neutralization

reactions.

FRQ 5: Laboratory Experiment

This question centered around a laboratory experiment involving gas laws. Students were asked to

analyze experimental data from a gas collection and relate it to the ideal gas law, demonstrating their

ability to connect theoretical concepts with practical applications.

FRQ 6: Solubility and Precipitation

The penultimate question addressed solubility and precipitation reactions. Students had to calculate

solubility product constants (Ksp) and predict whether a precipitate would form when certain reactants

were mixed. This question required a solid understanding of aqueous equilibria.



FRQ 7: Organic Chemistry

The final FRQ involved organic chemistry concepts, focusing on the reactivity of functional groups.

Students had to predict products of organic reactions and justify their reasoning based on chemical

principles. This question highlighted the integration of organic chemistry with other chemistry topics.

Scoring Guidelines for AP Chemistry FRQs

Each FRQ is scored based on specific guidelines established by the College Board. The scoring is

typically out of a total of 10-15 points, depending on the complexity of the question. Here are key

aspects of the scoring guidelines:

Content Knowledge: Correctly demonstrating understanding of chemical principles is crucial.

Problem-Solving Skills: Students must show their work and provide logical reasoning for their

answers.

Communication: Clarity and organization in presenting answers are important for scoring well.

Units and Significant Figures: Using appropriate units and significant figures is essential for full

credit.

By adhering to these guidelines, students can maximize their scores on the FRQ section of the exam.

It is important to practice past FRQs and familiarize oneself with the scoring criteria to become adept

at writing clear and concise responses.



Effective Study Strategies for AP Chemistry

To excel in AP Chemistry, especially in tackling FRQs, students should adopt effective study

strategies. Here are some recommended approaches:

Practice Past FRQs: Regularly practicing previous years' FRQs helps students understand the

question formats and common themes.

Group Study: Collaborating with peers can provide different perspectives on problem-solving and

enhance understanding.

Use Study Guides: Comprehensive study guides can help in reviewing essential concepts and

provide practice questions.

Consult Teachers: Engaging with instructors for clarification on difficult topics can improve

comprehension.

Time Management: Simulating exam conditions by timing practice sessions can build confidence

and improve time management skills.

Common Mistakes to Avoid on FRQs

Many students make avoidable mistakes during the FRQ section of the AP Chemistry exam. Here are

some common pitfalls:



Failure to Show Work: Not providing detailed calculations can result in lost points, even if the

final answer is correct.

Poor Organization: Disorganized responses can confuse graders, leading to lower scores.

Neglecting Units: Forgetting to include units can result in point deductions.

Ignoring Instructions: Not following the specific instructions in the question can lead to

incomplete or incorrect answers.

Rushing Through Questions: Time pressure can lead to careless mistakes; it is crucial to read

questions carefully and take time to think through responses.

By being aware of these common mistakes, students can take proactive steps to avoid them and

improve their performance on the FRQ section of the AP Chemistry exam.

Final Thoughts

Understanding the ap chemistry frq 2017 can significantly enhance a student's preparation for the AP

Chemistry exam. By analyzing the content and structure of the 2017 FRQs, students can develop

effective strategies for tackling similar questions. Mastering the concepts, practicing regularly, and

avoiding common pitfalls will lead to improved performance on the exam. Ultimately, thorough

preparation is key to achieving success in AP Chemistry and beyond.

Q: What were the main topics covered in the AP Chemistry FRQs from



2017?

A: The main topics covered in the 2017 AP Chemistry FRQs included thermodynamics, kinetics,

equilibrium, acid-base chemistry, laboratory experiments, solubility and precipitation, and organic

chemistry.

Q: How are AP Chemistry FRQs scored?

A: AP Chemistry FRQs are scored based on content knowledge, problem-solving skills, clarity of

communication, and proper use of units and significant figures. Each question is typically scored out of

10-15 points.

Q: What strategies can I use to prepare for the AP Chemistry FRQ

section?

A: Effective strategies for preparing include practicing past FRQs, studying in groups, using study

guides, consulting teachers, and managing time effectively during practice sessions.

Q: What are common mistakes students make on AP Chemistry FRQs?

A: Common mistakes include failing to show work, poor organization, neglecting units, ignoring

instructions, and rushing through questions, all of which can lead to lost points.

Q: How important is showing work on FRQs?

A: Showing work is crucial as it allows students to earn partial credit even if the final answer is

incorrect. It demonstrates the thought process and understanding of the problem.



Q: Can I use calculators during the AP Chemistry exam?

A: Yes, calculators are allowed during the AP Chemistry exam, but students should be familiar with

their calculators and know how to use them efficiently.

Q: How can I improve my understanding of chemical equilibrium for the

AP exam?

A: To improve understanding of chemical equilibrium, students should study Le Châtelier's principle,

practice equilibrium calculations, and analyze past FRQs related to equilibrium concepts.

Q: What resources are recommended for studying AP Chemistry?

A: Recommended resources include AP Chemistry textbooks, online practice questions, review books

designed for AP exams, and videos that cover essential chemistry concepts.

Q: How can I effectively manage my time during the AP Chemistry

exam?

A: Effective time management can be achieved by practicing under timed conditions, prioritizing

questions based on difficulty, and allocating specific time limits for each section of the exam.

Q: What role does laboratory experience play in AP Chemistry?

A: Laboratory experience is vital as it reinforces theoretical concepts through practical applications and

enhances students' understanding of chemical reactions, techniques, and safety protocols.
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