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american university ma economics is a premier graduate program designed for those
who seek to deepen their understanding of economic theory, policy, and quantitative
analysis. This program equips students with the analytical skills necessary to tackle
complex economic issues and prepares them for various career paths, including
government, international organizations, and the private sector. With a strong emphasis on
research and applied economics, the American University MA in Economics stands out as a
top choice for aspiring economists. In this article, we will explore the features of the
program, its curriculum, career prospects, and the admissions process, providing a
comprehensive overview for potential applicants.
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Program Overview

The American University MA in Economics program is designed to provide a rigorous
foundation in economic theory and quantitative methods. The program is ideal for students
looking to pursue careers in various sectors, including public policy, finance, and research.
American University is located in Washington, D.C., providing students with unparalleled
access to government agencies, think tanks, and international organizations, which
enhances the learning experience through practical exposure.

One of the key features of the program is its commitment to small class sizes, ensuring
personalized attention from faculty members who are experts in their fields. This enables
students to engage deeply with the material and develop strong relationships with
professors and peers. The program also emphasizes the importance of research,
encouraging students to participate in projects that contribute to the field of economics.



Curriculum Details

The curriculum for the American University MA in Economics is comprehensive and
designed to equip students with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. The
program typically requires the completion of 36 credit hours, which includes core courses,
electives, and a capstone project or thesis.

Core Courses

Core courses provide students with a solid foundation in essential economic principles and
analytical techniques. Key core courses include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Statistical Methods for Economics

Economic Policy Analysis

These courses are designed to develop critical thinking and analytical skills, preparing
students to tackle real-world economic issues. The core curriculum ensures that all students
have a strong grasp of both micro and macroeconomic concepts, as well as the statistical
tools necessary for empirical analysis.

Electives and Specializations

In addition to the core courses, students have the opportunity to choose from a variety of
electives that allow them to tailor their education to their specific interests and career
goals. Elective courses may cover topics such as:

International Economics

Development Economics

Labor Economics

Environmental Economics



e Public Finance

Students may also have the option to pursue a specialization in areas such as public policy,
international relations, or finance, which can enhance their employability and expertise in
specific fields.

Capstone Project or Thesis

A key component of the MA program is the capstone project or thesis, which allows
students to apply their knowledge and skills to a significant research question or economic
issue. This project is typically supervised by a faculty member and involves independent
research, culminating in a formal presentation of findings. This experience not only
strengthens research skills but also provides valuable experience in project management
and communication.

Career Opportunities

Graduates of the American University MA in Economics program are well-prepared for a
variety of career paths. The program’s emphasis on empirical analysis and policy
evaluation equips students with the skills necessary to succeed in diverse roles. Common
career opportunities for graduates include:

Economic Analyst

Policy Advisor

Financial Consultant

Research Economist

Data Analyst

Many graduates find positions within government agencies, non-profit organizations,
international institutions, and private corporations. The program’s location in Washington,
D.C., provides unique networking opportunities and access to influential economic
organizations, enhancing job prospects for students.



Admissions Process

The admissions process for the American University MA in Economics program is
competitive, with a focus on academic achievement, relevant experience, and strong
recommendations. Prospective students should be aware of the following key components
of the application process:

Application Requirements

Applicants are typically required to submit the following:

e Completed application form

e Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Statement of purpose outlining career goals and reasons for pursuing the MA in
Economics

Letters of recommendation (usually two or three)

Resume or CV highlighting relevant experience

GRE scores (if required)

Application Deadlines

It is important to note the application deadlines, which may vary by admission cycle.
Prospective students should check the program's official website for the most current
information on deadlines and any additional requirements.

Conclusion

The American University MA in Economics program offers a robust education for those
seeking to advance their careers in economics and related fields. With a comprehensive
curriculum that balances theoretical knowledge with practical application, students are
well-prepared for the challenges of the modern economy. The program's location in
Washington, D.C., further enhances the educational experience through access to leading
economic institutions and networking opportunities. As the demand for skilled economists
continues to grow, the American University MA in Economics stands out as an excellent
choice for aspiring professionals.



Q: What are the key benefits of pursuing an MA in
Economics at American University?

A: The key benefits include a rigorous curriculum, small class sizes for personalized
attention, access to faculty experts, and networking opportunities in Washington, D.C. The
program prepares students for diverse career paths in economics and policy analysis.

Q: What types of financial aid are available for students
in the MA Economics program?

A: American University offers various forms of financial aid, including scholarships, grants,
and assistantships. Prospective students should explore these options and apply for
financial assistance when submitting their application.

Q: Are there opportunities for internships during the
MA in Economics program?

A: Yes, the program encourages students to seek internships, particularly given its location
in Washington, D.C. Many local organizations and government agencies offer internship
opportunities that can enhance practical experience and employability.

Q: How does the capstone project benefit students in
the MA Economics program?

A: The capstone project allows students to apply their theoretical knowledge to real-world
economic issues, enhancing their research, analytical, and presentation skills. This
experience is crucial for building a professional portfolio and preparing for future careers.

Q: Can students pursue specializations within the MA in
Economics program?

A: Yes, students have the option to choose electives and pursue specializations in areas
such as public policy, finance, or international economics, allowing them to tailor their
education to their career interests.

Q: What is the typical class size in the MA Economics
program?

A: The program maintains small class sizes to foster a collaborative learning environment
and ensure personalized attention from faculty members, which enhances the educational
experience.



Q: What are the career prospects for graduates of the
MA in Economics program?

A: Graduates can expect strong career prospects in various fields, including government,
private sector, non-profits, and international organizations. Roles often include economic
analyst, policy advisor, and research economist.

Q: Is previous academic background in economics
required for admission?

A: While a background in economics is beneficial, it is not strictly required. Applicants with
degrees in related fields (such as business, political science, or statistics) may also be
considered, especially if they demonstrate strong quantitative skills.

Q: What is the duration of the MA in Economics
program?

A: The program typically can be completed in two years of full-time study. However, part-
time options may be available, allowing students to balance their studies with work or other
commitments.
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