boston university ma in economics

boston university ma in economics is a premier graduate program designed for
individuals seeking to deepen their understanding of economic theory and its applications.
This program offers a comprehensive curriculum that prepares students for a variety of
careers in economics, public policy, and academia. Boston University's MA in Economics
emphasizes both quantitative and qualitative analysis, equipping graduates with the
essential skills to navigate complex economic landscapes. Throughout this article, we will
explore the program details, curriculum, faculty, admission requirements, career
opportunities, and the unique advantages of studying at Boston University. This
comprehensive overview will provide prospective students with all the necessary
information to make an informed decision about pursuing their MA in Economics at Boston
University.
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Program Overview

The Boston University MA in Economics program is designed for students who aspire to
gain a deep understanding of economic principles and their practical applications. The
program emphasizes rigorous training in both theoretical and empirical methods. Students
will engage in advanced economic analysis, equipping them with the tools necessary to
tackle real-world economic issues. This program is ideal for those looking to pursue
careers in government, non-profits, international organizations, or the private sector.

Students in the program benefit from a collaborative learning environment, where they
have the opportunity to work closely with faculty members who are leaders in the field of
economics. The program also encourages interdisciplinary study, allowing students to
explore related fields such as finance, public policy, and international relations.



Curriculum and Course Structure

The curriculum for the Boston University MA in Economics is structured to provide a
comprehensive foundation in economic theory, quantitative methods, and applied
economics. The program typically requires the completion of core courses, electives, and a
capstone project or thesis.

Core Courses

The core courses are essential for building a strong foundation in economics. Key subjects
include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Statistical Methods for Economists

These courses provide students with the analytical tools necessary for understanding
economic behavior and policy implications.

Electives

In addition to core courses, students can choose from a range of electives that allow them
to tailor their studies to specific interests. Elective topics may include:

Behavioral Economics

Development Economics

Labor Economics

e Environmental Economics

These electives encourage students to explore various facets of economics and apply their
knowledge to diverse fields.



Capstone Project or Thesis

As a culmination of their studies, students are required to complete either a capstone
project or a thesis. This component allows students to conduct independent research on a
relevant economic issue, fostering critical thinking and analytical skills.

Faculty Expertise

The faculty at Boston University is comprised of accomplished economists with diverse
expertise and research interests. Many faculty members have published extensively in
leading economic journals and are actively involved in policy-making and consulting. This
expertise enriches the learning experience, providing students with insights into current
economic challenges and debates.

Faculty members often engage students in research initiatives, providing opportunities to
collaborate on projects that address real-world economic issues. This mentorship is
invaluable for students seeking to develop their research skills and professional networks.

Admission Requirements

Prospective students interested in the Boston University MA in Economics program should
be aware of the admission requirements. The application process is competitive and
includes several key components:

e Completed application form

Bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution

Transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (typically two to three)

Statement of purpose outlining career goals and research interests

¢ GRE scores (optional but recommended)

It is important for applicants to demonstrate strong analytical and quantitative skills, as
these are crucial for success in the program.



Career Opportunities

Graduates of the Boston University MA in Economics program are well-prepared for a
variety of career paths. The skills acquired during the program make them competitive
candidates for roles in various sectors, including:

e Government agencies
e International organizations (e.g., World Bank, IMF)
e Non-profit organizations

e Private sector firms (consulting, finance, marketing)

Many graduates also pursue further academic studies, such as PhD programs in
economics or related fields. The program's strong analytical foundation equips students
with the tools necessary for advanced research and analysis.

Advantages of Boston University

Choosing to study at Boston University offers several unique advantages. The university is
situated in a vibrant city known for its rich history and cultural diversity, providing
students with ample opportunities for networking and professional development.
Additionally, Boston University boasts a strong alumni network that can be invaluable for
job placement and mentorship.

The university also emphasizes experiential learning, encouraging students to engage with
local organizations and participate in internships that complement their academic studies.
This hands-on experience is crucial for applying theoretical knowledge in practical
settings.

Furthermore, Boston University's commitment to research and innovation allows students
to be at the forefront of economic research, contributing to significant advancements in
the field.

Conclusion

In summary, the Boston University MA in Economics program offers a robust curriculum
that combines theoretical knowledge with practical skills. With a distinguished faculty,
comprehensive course offerings, and a supportive learning environment, students are
well-equipped to pursue successful careers in economics and related fields. The program's



emphasis on research, coupled with the unique advantages of studying in Boston, makes it
a compelling choice for aspiring economists.

Q: What is the duration of the Boston University MA in
Economics program?

A: The MA in Economics program at Boston University typically takes about two years to
complete for full-time students.

Q: Are GRE scores required for admission to the
program?

A: GRE scores are optional for the Boston University MA in Economics program, but they
are recommended for applicants who want to strengthen their application.

Q: Can students pursue internships while studying in
the MA in Economics program?

A: Yes, students are encouraged to pursue internships during their studies, which can
provide valuable practical experience and enhance their resumes.

Q: What types of careers do graduates of the program
typically pursue?

A: Graduates often find positions in government, international organizations, non-profits,
and the private sector, in areas such as economic analysis, policy research, and
consulting.

Q: Is there an opportunity for students to conduct
research during the program?

A: Yes, students have opportunities to engage in research projects, often collaborating
with faculty members on significant economic issues.

Q: What are the main benefits of studying at Boston
University?

A: Benefits include a strong alumni network, access to a vibrant city with numerous
professional opportunities, and a focus on experiential learning.



Q: Are there any specific prerequisites for the MA in
Economics program?

A: While there are no strict prerequisites, having a background in economics,
mathematics, or statistics can be beneficial for prospective students.

Q: What is the application deadline for the Boston
University MA in Economics?

A: Application deadlines vary, so it is important for prospective students to check the
official website for the most up-to-date information.

Q: Does Boston University offer financial aid for
graduate students?

A: Yes, Boston University provides various forms of financial aid, including scholarships,
grants, and assistantships for eligible graduate students.

Q: How can I contact the admissions office for more
information?

A: Prospective students can contact the admissions office via the official Boston University
website for any inquiries related to the MA in Economics program.
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