
brown economics requirements
brown economics requirements outline the essential qualifications and expectations for students
interested in pursuing a degree in economics at Brown University. These requirements encompass
academic prerequisites, application components, and other considerations crucial for prospective
students. In this article, we will delve into the specifics of Brown University’s economics program,
providing an in-depth look at the necessary qualifications, the application process, and the
curriculum. We will also explore tips for applicants and common challenges faced during the
admission journey. This comprehensive guide aims to equip you with all the information needed to
navigate the requirements successfully.
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Academic Prerequisites
Understanding the academic prerequisites for Brown University's economics program is essential for
prospective students. The university seeks students who have a strong background in quantitative
subjects, as economics heavily relies on mathematical and statistical analysis. Here are the main
academic requirements:

High School Coursework
Students applying to Brown for an economics degree should ideally have completed the following
high school coursework:

Four years of English

Three to four years of mathematics, including calculus

Two to three years of a foreign language

Two to three years of social sciences, including economics if available



Science courses, ideally including physics or chemistry

These foundational courses ensure that students are well-prepared for the rigorous academic
challenges they will face in college-level economics. A solid understanding of calculus is particularly
crucial, as it is a core component of the economics curriculum.

Standardized Test Scores
While Brown University has adopted a test-optional policy for recent admissions cycles, submitting
standardized test scores can still enhance an application, especially for students who believe their
scores reflect their academic capabilities. Students may consider submitting SAT or ACT scores,
with an emphasis on math sections. Additionally, Advanced Placement (AP) or International
Baccalaureate (IB) courses in calculus and economics can further strengthen an application.

Application Components
To be considered for admission to the economics program at Brown, students must prepare a
comprehensive application that includes several key components. Below are the primary elements
that prospective students should focus on:

Essays and Personal Statements
The essays are a critical part of the application process. Applicants should articulate their interest in
economics and explain how their background and experiences have prepared them for the program.
Personal statements should be clear, concise, and reflective of the applicant's unique perspective. It
is essential to highlight specific interests within economics, such as behavioral economics,
international trade, or public policy.

Letters of Recommendation
Brown requires two letters of recommendation from teachers who can speak to the applicant’s
academic abilities and character. Ideally, one letter should come from a math or economics teacher,
while the other can be from a humanities or social science teacher. These letters should provide
insights into the student’s analytical skills, work ethic, and potential for success in higher education.

Transcripts
Official transcripts from all high schools attended must be submitted. These transcripts should
reflect a strong academic performance, particularly in relevant subjects like mathematics and
economics. Admissions committees will closely examine GPA and course rigor to assess the
applicant's preparedness for the program.



Tips for Successful Applications
Crafting a successful application for Brown’s economics program requires careful planning and
attention to detail. Here are some tips to help prospective students strengthen their applications:

Start Early: Begin preparing your application materials well in advance to ensure ample time
for revisions and refinements.

Tailor Your Essays: Customize each essay to reflect your individual journey and connection to
economics, avoiding generic statements.

Seek Feedback: Have teachers, mentors, or peers review your essays and provide constructive
feedback.

Highlight Extracurricular Activities: Include relevant extracurricular activities, such as
participation in economics clubs, debate teams, or internships related to economics.

Prepare for Interviews: If offered an interview, prepare thoroughly by researching current
economic issues and practicing responses to common questions.

Overview of the Economics Curriculum
Once admitted, students will engage with a robust economics curriculum designed to foster
analytical thinking and problem-solving skills. The curriculum includes a balanced mix of theoretical
and applied courses. Here are some key components of the economics program:

Core Courses
All economics majors at Brown must complete a set of core courses, which typically include:

Introduction to Microeconomics

Introduction to Macroeconomics

Econometric Methods

Statistical Methods for Economists

These courses provide foundational knowledge necessary for advanced study in economics and equip
students with essential analytical tools.



Elective Courses
In addition to core courses, students can choose from a wide range of electives, allowing them to
tailor their education to their interests. Electives may cover topics such as:

Behavioral Economics

International Economics

Development Economics

Environmental Economics

These options enable students to explore various facets of economics and apply their knowledge to
real-world issues.

Common Challenges and Solutions
While applying to Brown University and pursuing an economics degree can be rewarding, students
may encounter several challenges. Understanding these potential obstacles and their solutions can
aid prospective students in navigating the process more effectively.

Managing Application Stress
The application process can be stressful, especially for competitive programs like economics at
Brown. To manage stress, students should:

Stay organized by creating a checklist of application requirements and deadlines.

Practice self-care by maintaining a balanced schedule that includes time for relaxation and
hobbies.

Reach out for support from friends, family, or school counselors when feeling overwhelmed.

Academic Rigor
The academic rigor of Brown's economics program can be challenging. To succeed, students should:

Develop strong study habits and time management skills.

Form study groups with peers to enhance understanding of complex concepts.

Utilize office hours and seek help from professors when needed.



Conclusion
Understanding the brown economics requirements is crucial for any prospective student aiming to
join this prestigious program. By meeting the academic prerequisites, preparing strong application
components, and being aware of potential challenges, students can position themselves for success.
The journey to studying economics at Brown is filled with opportunities to engage deeply with
economic theories and real-world applications, ultimately leading students toward rewarding careers
in various fields such as finance, policy analysis, and academia.

Q: What are the GPA requirements for admission to Brown's
economics program?
A: While Brown does not have a specific GPA cut-off, successful applicants typically have strong
academic records with GPAs above 3.5 on a 4.0 scale. Admissions committees consider the overall
rigor of the courses taken as well.

Q: Are standardized test scores required for Brown's
economics program?
A: Brown has a test-optional policy, meaning that standardized test scores are not required for
admission. However, submitting strong scores can enhance an application, particularly if they reflect
well on the applicant's academic capabilities.

Q: What types of extracurricular activities are beneficial for
economics applicants?
A: Involvement in extracurricular activities such as economics clubs, debate teams, internships in
finance or policy organizations, and participation in relevant community service can significantly
strengthen an application.

Q: How important are recommendation letters for the
application process?
A: Recommendation letters are an important component of the application, providing insight into the
applicant's character and academic abilities. Strong letters from teachers in relevant subjects can
enhance an application considerably.

Q: What is the class size for economics courses at Brown?
A: Class sizes for introductory economics courses can range from 30 to 50 students, while upper-



level courses often have smaller sizes, typically between 15 to 30 students, promoting more
personalized interaction with professors.

Q: Can I change my major to economics after enrolling at
Brown?
A: Yes, students can change their major to economics after enrolling at Brown, provided they meet
the necessary prerequisites and departmental requirements. It is advisable to consult with an
academic advisor for guidance during this process.

Q: What skills will I gain from studying economics at Brown?
A: Studying economics at Brown equips students with critical analytical skills, quantitative reasoning
abilities, and a deep understanding of economic theory and its applications, preparing them for
various careers in business, government, and academia.

Q: Are there opportunities for undergraduate research in
economics at Brown?
A: Yes, Brown offers numerous opportunities for undergraduate research in economics. Students can
collaborate with faculty on research projects or pursue independent study options to explore specific
interests within the field.

Q: What career paths can I pursue with a degree in economics
from Brown?
A: Graduates with a degree in economics from Brown can pursue various career paths, including
roles in finance, consulting, public policy, international relations, and academia. The skills gained
from the program are highly valued across numerous industries.
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