
cornell ms economics
cornell ms economics is a prestigious program designed for students who seek to deepen their
understanding of economic theories and their practical applications in the real world. The Cornell
Master of Science in Economics program combines rigorous academic training with a strong emphasis
on quantitative methods and data analysis, positioning graduates for successful careers in various
fields, including finance, government, and academia. This article will explore the program's structure,
curriculum, admission requirements, and career prospects, providing a comprehensive overview for
prospective students.
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Program Structure
The Cornell MS Economics program is designed to provide a solid foundation in economic theory and
quantitative analysis. It typically spans two years, allowing students to engage deeply with course
materials while also participating in research and internships. The program is structured to facilitate
both individual learning and collaborative projects, fostering a community of scholars who are
committed to academic excellence and innovative economic solutions.

Full-time vs. Part-time Options
Students in the Cornell MS Economics program have the flexibility to choose between full-time and
part-time study options. Full-time students usually complete the degree in two years, dedicating their
time primarily to coursework, research, and networking opportunities. Part-time students may take
longer to complete their degree due to other commitments, such as work or family. This flexibility
makes the program accessible to a broader range of candidates, including working professionals.

Capstone Project
A key component of the Cornell MS Economics program is the capstone project. This project allows



students to apply the theoretical knowledge and analytical skills they have acquired throughout their
coursework to a real-world economic issue. Students work closely with faculty advisors to develop
their projects, which often culminate in a presentation to peers and faculty. This hands-on experience
is invaluable for those looking to enter the workforce with a strong portfolio of practical skills.

Curriculum Overview
The curriculum of the Cornell MS Economics program is comprehensive, focusing on various core and
elective courses that equip students with the necessary tools to analyze economic issues critically.
Students learn to utilize advanced statistical methods, econometrics, and economic modeling
techniques, which are essential for understanding complex economic systems.

Core Courses
Core courses in the program typically include fundamental topics in microeconomics,
macroeconomics, and econometrics. These courses lay the groundwork for advanced study. Below is
a list of common core courses:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Mathematics for Economists

Research Methods in Economics

Elective Courses
In addition to core courses, students can choose from a variety of elective courses that allow them to
tailor their education to their specific interests and career aspirations. Electives may cover topics such
as international economics, labor economics, public economics, and financial economics. This
flexibility encourages students to explore diverse areas within the field of economics and to develop
specialized knowledge that can enhance their employability.

Admission Requirements
Admission to the Cornell MS Economics program is competitive, and applicants must meet certain
criteria to be considered. The admissions committee looks for candidates with strong academic
backgrounds, relevant work experience, and a demonstrated interest in economics.



Academic Qualifications
Applicants are typically required to have a bachelor’s degree in economics or a related field. A solid
foundation in mathematics and statistics is crucial, as these subjects are integral to the program's
curriculum. Additionally, applicants must submit transcripts from all post-secondary institutions
attended, showcasing their academic performance.

Standardized Tests and Recommendations
Many applicants are required to submit standardized test scores, such as the GRE. However, the
program may waive this requirement for candidates with strong academic records or relevant
professional experience. Furthermore, applicants must provide letters of recommendation from
individuals who can speak to their academic abilities and potential for success in a graduate program.

Career Opportunities


