
dartmouth economics phd
dartmouth economics phd programs are among the most prestigious in the field, attracting
talented individuals who aspire to make significant contributions to economic research and policy.
This article will provide an in-depth look at the Dartmouth Economics PhD program, covering its
structure, faculty, research opportunities, and career outcomes. We will explore the application
process, the unique aspects of the program, and the resources available to students. By the end of
this article, prospective applicants and interested individuals will have a thorough understanding of
what the Dartmouth Economics PhD entails and how it can shape their future in economics.
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Program Overview
The Dartmouth Economics PhD program is designed to equip students with a rigorous
understanding of economic theory and quantitative methods. The program emphasizes the
development of analytical skills necessary for high-level research and policy analysis. As part of the
Ivy League, Dartmouth College offers a unique academic environment that combines a small, close-
knit community with access to world-class resources.

Students in the program typically complete their PhD in five to six years, during which they engage
deeply with both theoretical and empirical aspects of economics. The curriculum is structured to
encourage collaboration among students and faculty, fostering an environment where innovative
ideas can flourish.

Curriculum Structure
The curriculum for the Dartmouth Economics PhD is comprehensive, covering a range of topics
essential for aspiring economists. The program consists of core courses, electives, and research
components that collectively ensure a well-rounded educational experience.



Core Courses
Core courses are foundational to the program and include subjects such as microeconomic theory,
macroeconomic theory, and econometrics. These courses are designed to provide students with a
strong theoretical grounding and the ability to apply quantitative techniques effectively. Typically,
students are required to complete the following core courses:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometric Theory

Mathematical Methods for Economists

Electives and Specializations
Beyond core courses, students have the opportunity to choose electives that align with their
research interests. This flexibility allows students to tailor their education to specific areas within
economics, such as labor economics, development economics, or industrial organization. Electives
typically cover advanced topics and methodologies that prepare students for specialized research.

Research Opportunities
Research is a pivotal component of the Dartmouth Economics PhD program. Students are
encouraged to engage in original research early in their studies, often collaborating with faculty on
ongoing projects. This hands-on experience is invaluable in preparing students for their dissertations
and future academic careers.

Dissertation Research
The dissertation process is a highlight of the PhD program, allowing students to explore their unique
research questions in depth. Students work closely with faculty advisors to develop their dissertation
proposals and receive guidance throughout the research process. Successful dissertation completion
is a critical milestone that demonstrates a student's ability to contribute original knowledge to the
field of economics.

Research Centers and Initiatives
Dartmouth hosts several research centers and initiatives that enhance the research environment for
PhD students. These include:

The Center for Health Care Delivery Science

The Institute for Quantitative Social Science

The Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice



These centers provide students with access to additional resources, networking opportunities, and
platforms for presenting research findings.

Faculty and Resources
The faculty at Dartmouth's Economics Department is composed of leading scholars in various fields
of economics. Their expertise spans a wide range of topics, providing students with rich mentorship
and guidance. Faculty members are actively engaged in research, ensuring that they bring the latest
developments in economics to the classroom.

Mentorship and Collaboration
Every student is assigned a faculty advisor who plays a crucial role in their academic journey.
Advisors provide insights into research directions, assist with course selection, and help students
navigate the complexities of the PhD process. Collaboration among students and faculty is highly
encouraged, fostering a supportive academic community.

Facilities and Libraries
Dartmouth's campus offers excellent facilities for research and learning. The economics library
provides extensive resources, including access to economic databases, journals, and archives.
Additionally, the university's computing facilities support advanced data analysis and computational
research.

Application Process
The application process for the Dartmouth Economics PhD program is competitive and requires
careful preparation. Prospective students must demonstrate strong academic credentials,
particularly in quantitative methods and economics coursework.

Requirements
Key application requirements typically include:

Completed online application

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (usually three)

Statement of purpose outlining research interests

GRE scores (if applicable)

Applicants are advised to ensure their materials reflect their academic strengths and research
aspirations, as these elements are critical in the selection process.



Career Outcomes
The Dartmouth Economics PhD program prepares students for a variety of career paths. Graduates
have a strong track record of securing positions in academia, government, and the private sector.

Academic Careers
Many graduates pursue academic careers, often landing faculty positions at reputable universities.
Their training equips them to conduct research, publish in leading journals, and teach future
economists.

Industry and Government Positions
In addition to academia, graduates find opportunities in think tanks, policy research organizations,
and government agencies. Their expertise in economic analysis makes them valuable assets in
sectors that require data-driven decision-making.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the duration of the Dartmouth Economics PhD
program?
A: The typical duration for completing the Dartmouth Economics PhD program is five to six years,
depending on individual progress and research requirements.

Q: What are the core areas of study in the program?
A: Core areas of study include microeconomic theory, macroeconomic theory, econometrics, and
mathematical methods, providing a solid foundation for advanced research.

Q: Is there funding available for PhD students?
A: Yes, Dartmouth offers various funding options, including fellowships and assistantships, to
support PhD students throughout their studies.

Q: Can students specialize in particular areas of economics?
A: Yes, students can choose electives that allow them to specialize in areas such as labor economics,
development economics, and industrial organization.

Q: How does the dissertation process work?
A: Students work closely with faculty advisors to develop their dissertation proposals and conduct
original research, culminating in a dissertation that demonstrates their contributions to the field.



Q: What types of careers do graduates typically pursue?
A: Graduates pursue diverse careers in academia, government, think tanks, and the private sector,
leveraging their skills in economic analysis and research.

Q: Are GRE scores required for admission?
A: GRE scores may be required or recommended depending on the applicant's academic
background. It is advisable to check the specific requirements for the application cycle.

Q: What resources are available for research?
A: Students have access to extensive library resources, research centers, and computing facilities
that support advanced research and data analysis.

Q: How competitive is the application process?
A: The application process is highly competitive, and candidates are encouraged to submit strong
academic records, compelling statements of purpose, and robust letters of recommendation.

Q: What is the student-to-faculty ratio in the program?
A: The student-to-faculty ratio is low, allowing for personalized attention and mentoring from faculty
members throughout the PhD journey.
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