
economics at brown
economics at brown offers a comprehensive and dynamic approach to the study of
economic principles, theories, and applications. As one of the leading Ivy League
institutions, Brown University provides students with a rigorous curriculum that emphasizes
critical thinking, analytical skills, and real-world applications of economic concepts. This
article explores the various facets of economics at Brown, including the program's
structure, faculty expertise, research opportunities, student resources, and the broader
context of the economics discipline within the university. By understanding these elements,
prospective students can better appreciate what Brown has to offer and how it stands out
as a premier destination for studying economics.
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Program Structure and Curriculum

The economics program at Brown University is designed to provide a strong foundation in
both theoretical and applied economics. The curriculum is flexible, allowing students to
tailor their academic experience to their interests and career goals. Students are required
to complete core courses that cover essential economic concepts, including
microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics. These courses are complemented by
electives that explore specialized areas such as international economics, labor economics,
and behavioral economics.

Core Courses

The core curriculum is pivotal in ensuring that all economics students at Brown acquire a
solid understanding of fundamental economic principles. Key courses include:

Introduction to Microeconomics



Introduction to Macroeconomics

Econometrics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

These courses provide students with the analytical tools necessary to evaluate economic
models and empirical data effectively. Additionally, they foster critical thinking skills that
are essential for success in the field of economics.

Elective Courses

In addition to the core courses, Brown offers a diverse array of elective courses that allow
students to explore specific interests in depth. Some examples of elective offerings include:

Environmental Economics

Development Economics

Game Theory

Public Economics

Health Economics

These electives not only enhance the breadth of knowledge but also enable students to
engage with contemporary economic issues and debates, preparing them for various
professional paths.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Brown University boasts a distinguished faculty within its economics department,
comprising leading scholars and practitioners in various fields of economics. Faculty
members are actively engaged in research, contributing to academic literature and
influencing public policy. This environment fosters a rich learning experience for students,
who have opportunities to collaborate with faculty on research projects, attend lectures,
and participate in seminars.



Research Centers and Initiatives

Brown hosts several research centers that focus on specific areas of economics, providing
students with a platform to engage in cutting-edge research. These centers include:

The William R. Rhodes Center for International Economics and Finance

The Institute for Computational and Experimental Research in Mathematics

The Brown University Economics Department Research Initiative

Through these centers, students can gain hands-on experience in conducting research,
analyzing data, and presenting findings, which is invaluable for their academic and
professional development.

Student Resources and Support

Brown University offers a wealth of resources and support services for economics students.
From academic advising to career counseling, these resources are designed to enhance the
student experience and ensure academic success.

Academic Advising

Students are assigned academic advisors who guide them in course selection, research
opportunities, and career planning. This personalized support helps students navigate their
educational journey effectively, ensuring they meet their academic and professional goals.

Career Services

The university's career services provide essential resources for students seeking internships
and job placements in the field of economics. Services include:

Resume and cover letter workshops

Networking events with alumni and industry professionals

Job fairs and internship listings

Mock interviews and career counseling



These services equip students with the necessary tools and connections to pursue
successful careers after graduation.

Career Opportunities for Economics Graduates

Graduates of the economics program at Brown University are well-prepared for a variety of
career paths. The analytical skills developed through the program are highly sought after in
numerous sectors, including finance, consulting, government, and academia.

Employment Sectors

Graduates find opportunities in diverse fields, including:

Financial Services (investment banking, asset management)

Public Policy and Government (economic analysis, policy advising)

Consulting (management and economic consulting)

Nonprofit Organizations (research and advocacy)

Academia (further studies and teaching)

The strong analytical and quantitative skills acquired during their studies enable graduates
to excel in these roles, making them competitive candidates in the job market.

Conclusion

Economics at Brown University offers a comprehensive and enriching educational
experience, combining rigorous academic training with practical research opportunities and
extensive career support. With a strong curriculum, distinguished faculty, and a wealth of
resources, students are well-equipped to understand and navigate the complexities of the
economic landscape. As the field of economics continues to evolve, Brown University
remains at the forefront of economic education, preparing the next generation of
economists to address global challenges and contribute to informed decision-making.



Q: What are the admission requirements for the
economics program at Brown?
A: Admission to the economics program at Brown requires a completed application that
includes high school transcripts, standardized test scores (if applicable), letters of
recommendation, and a personal statement. Strong performance in mathematics and
economics courses is beneficial.

Q: Can economics students at Brown participate in
research projects?
A: Yes, economics students at Brown have numerous opportunities to engage in research
projects, often in collaboration with faculty members. This involvement can be through
formal research assistant positions or informal collaborations.

Q: What types of internships are available for
economics students?
A: Economics students at Brown can pursue internships in various sectors, including
finance, government, consulting, and nonprofit organizations. The university's career
services help students find relevant internship opportunities.

Q: Are there study abroad programs available for
economics students?
A: Yes, Brown offers study abroad programs that allow economics students to gain
international experience and perspective on economic issues. These programs are designed
to enhance the academic experience and broaden students' horizons.

Q: How does the economics curriculum at Brown
prepare students for graduate studies?
A: The economics curriculum at Brown provides a strong foundation in economic theory and
quantitative methods, which are essential for graduate studies. Additionally, research
opportunities and advanced coursework prepare students for the rigors of graduate-level
education.

Q: What support services are available for economics
students?
A: Brown offers various support services for economics students, including academic
advising, tutoring, and career counseling. These resources help students succeed



academically and professionally.

Q: Can students specialize in a particular area of
economics at Brown?
A: Yes, students can choose from a range of electives that allow them to specialize in areas
such as international economics, environmental economics, and public economics, enabling
them to tailor their studies to their interests.

Q: What is the job placement rate for economics
graduates from Brown?
A: Brown has a strong job placement rate for economics graduates, with many securing
positions in finance, consulting, and government shortly after graduation. The university's
career services play a crucial role in facilitating these placements.

Q: Are there opportunities for networking within the
economics department?
A: Yes, the economics department at Brown encourages networking through events,
seminars, and alumni connections. These opportunities allow students to build relationships
with professionals in the field and gain insights into various career paths.

Q: How does Brown’s economics program compare to
other Ivy League schools?
A: Brown’s economics program is known for its flexible curriculum, emphasis on
interdisciplinary studies, and strong faculty research. While each Ivy League school has its
strengths, Brown's unique approach fosters creativity and critical thinking, setting it apart
in the field of economics.
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