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economics department uc davis is a vital part of the University of California, Davis,
offering a comprehensive understanding of economic theories, research methodologies,
and real-world applications. With a robust curriculum, esteemed faculty, and diverse
research opportunities, the department prepares students for successful careers in various
fields, including academia, government, and private sectors. This article will explore the
key aspects of the economics department at UC Davis, including its programs, faculty
research, student opportunities, and the impact of economics on societal issues.
Additionally, we will provide insights into the resources available for students and
prospective applicants.
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Overview of the Economics Department

The economics department at UC Davis is recognized for its rigorous academic standards
and commitment to research excellence. Established in 1960, the department has grown
significantly, now featuring a diverse group of faculty members with expertise in various
fields of economics. The department's mission is to provide students with a solid foundation
in economic theory and quantitative analysis while encouraging critical thinking and
practical applications of economic principles.

Located within the College of Letters and Science, the economics department emphasizes
interdisciplinary approaches, collaborating with other departments and research centers
across the university. This integration enhances the learning experience and allows
students to engage with complex economic issues from multiple perspectives.

Academic Programs Offered

The economics department at UC Davis offers a variety of academic programs at both



undergraduate and graduate levels. These programs are designed to equip students with
the analytical skills and knowledge necessary to understand economic phenomena and
contribute positively to society.

Undergraduate Programs

Undergraduates can choose from several major and minor options in economics. The
primary offerings include:

Bachelor of Arts in Economics

Bachelor of Science in Managerial Economics

Minor in Economics

Minor in Managerial Economics

The Bachelor of Arts program focuses on economic theory, policy analysis, and social
sciences, while the Bachelor of Science program emphasizes the application of quantitative
methods and managerial principles in business contexts. Both programs prepare students
for a wide range of career opportunities and further academic pursuits.

Graduate Programs

For graduate students, the economics department offers a Master’s program and a Ph.D.
program. The Master’s program provides advanced training in economic theory and
econometrics, while the Ph.D. program is research-focused, preparing students for
academic careers and high-level positions in various sectors.

Graduate students are encouraged to engage in original research, and many have the
opportunity to publish their work in prestigious academic journals.

Research Opportunities and Faculty

The faculty of the economics department at UC Davis is comprised of leading scholars and
practitioners who actively engage in research across various fields of economics. Their
expertise spans topics such as labor economics, environmental economics, development
economics, and public policy.



Faculty Research Areas

Some prominent research areas within the department include:

Behavioral Economics

Health Economics

International Trade

Economic History

Public Economics

Faculty members regularly publish their findings in top-tier journals and contribute to policy
discussions, making the department a hub for innovative economic research. Students are
encouraged to collaborate with faculty on research projects, gaining valuable experience
and insights.

Research Centers and Initiatives

UC Davis hosts several research centers affiliated with the economics department, such as
the Institute of Governmental Affairs and the Center for Environmental Policy and Behavior.
These centers focus on different economic issues and provide students with additional
opportunities for research, internships, and networking.

Student Life and Resources

Student life within the economics department at UC Davis is vibrant and engaging. The
department fosters a supportive environment where students can connect, collaborate, and
grow both academically and socially.

Clubs and Organizations

Students can participate in various clubs and organizations related to economics, including:

Economics Club

Graduate Economics Society



Women in Economics

These organizations provide networking opportunities, guest speaker events, and
workshops, allowing students to enhance their skillsets and connect with peers who share
similar interests.

Academic Resources

The economics department offers numerous academic resources, including tutoring
services, study groups, and access to research databases. Additionally, students have
opportunities to attend seminars, workshops, and guest lectures featuring renowned
economists who share their insights and experiences.

Career Prospects for Graduates

The economics department at UC Davis prepares students for a wide range of career paths.
Graduates find employment in various sectors, including government, finance, consulting,
and academia. The skills acquired during their studies—analytical thinking, quantitative
analysis, and effective communication—are highly valued in the job market.

Career Services

The university provides robust career services to help students navigate their job search.
This includes resume workshops, interview preparation, and job fairs, connecting students
with potential employers. Many alumni have successfully transitioned into influential roles,
contributing to economic research, policy-making, and business leadership.

Conclusion

The economics department at UC Davis stands out for its comprehensive academic
programs, distinguished faculty, and commitment to research excellence. By offering a
diverse range of opportunities, the department equips students with the knowledge and
skills necessary to address complex economic challenges in today’s world. With a strong
support system and active student engagement, the economics department fosters an
environment where future economists can thrive and make impactful contributions to
society.



Q: What undergraduate degrees are offered by the
economics department at UC Davis?
A: The economics department at UC Davis offers a Bachelor of Arts in Economics, a
Bachelor of Science in Managerial Economics, and minors in both Economics and
Managerial Economics.

Q: What research opportunities are available for
students?
A: Students at UC Davis can collaborate with faculty on research projects, participate in
research centers, and engage in original research that may lead to publication.

Q: How does the economics department support
student career development?
A: The department offers career services that include resume workshops, interview
preparation, and job fairs, helping students connect with potential employers in various
sectors.

Q: Are there any student organizations related to
economics?
A: Yes, UC Davis has several student organizations related to economics, including the
Economics Club, Graduate Economics Society, and Women in Economics, which provide
networking and professional development opportunities.

Q: What are the main areas of research among the
faculty?
A: Faculty members at the UC Davis economics department research a wide range of
topics, including behavioral economics, health economics, international trade, and public
economics.

Q: Can undergraduate students participate in research?
A: Yes, undergraduate students are encouraged to engage in research, often collaborating
with faculty on projects and gaining valuable experience in the field.

Q: How does the curriculum differ between the Bachelor
of Arts and Bachelor of Science in Economics?
A: The Bachelor of Arts focuses on economic theory and social sciences, while the Bachelor



of Science emphasizes quantitative methods and managerial principles in business
contexts.

Q: What is unique about the economics department at
UC Davis compared to other universities?
A: The economics department at UC Davis is noted for its interdisciplinary approach, strong
faculty research, and the integration of real-world applications within its academic
programs.

Q: What career paths do graduates of the economics
department typically pursue?
A: Graduates pursue careers in government, finance, consulting, and academia, leveraging
their analytical and quantitative skills in various roles.

Q: Is there a focus on practical applications of
economics in the curriculum?
A: Yes, the curriculum emphasizes practical applications of economic principles, preparing
students to address real-world issues through analytical and quantitative methods.
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