emory university economics phd

emory university economics phd programs are renowned for their rigorous academic standards
and comprehensive curriculum, making Emory University a prime choice for prospective students
looking to advance their education in economics. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the
Emory University Economics PhD program, covering its structure, admission requirements, faculty
expertise, research opportunities, and career prospects for graduates. Understanding these aspects
can aid prospective students in making informed decisions about their academic and professional
futures.
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Overview of the Emory University Economics PhD
Program

The Emory University Economics PhD program is designed to prepare students for successful careers
in academia, research institutions, and policy-making organizations. The program emphasizes a
strong foundation in economic theory, quantitative methods, and empirical research. Students
engage with a diverse range of topics, from microeconomic and macroeconomic theory to applied
economics and econometrics.

Emory University’s Department of Economics boasts a vibrant academic environment, supported by a
faculty that includes leading economists known for their contributions to various fields. The program
is structured to foster critical thinking, analytical skills, and innovative research methodologies, which
are essential for tackling contemporary economic issues.

Program Structure and Curriculum

The structure of the Emory University Economics PhD program is meticulously designed to ensure
that students gain comprehensive knowledge and practical skills. The program typically spans five to
six years, encompassing coursework, comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.



Coursework

In the initial years, students complete a series of core courses that cover fundamental topics in
economics. These courses are essential for building a solid theoretical foundation. Key areas of study
include:

e Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Game Theory

Public Economics

Students are also encouraged to take elective courses that align with their research interests,
providing them with the flexibility to tailor their education. The curriculum integrates both theoretical
and applied economics, ensuring that graduates are well-equipped for various career paths.

Comprehensive Exams

After completing the required coursework, students must pass comprehensive exams that assess
their understanding of key economic concepts. These exams are crucial milestones in the PhD
journey, ensuring that candidates are adequately prepared for the rigorous demands of research and
dissertation work.

Dissertation Research

The dissertation phase is where students conduct original research, contributing new insights to the
field of economics. Under the guidance of faculty advisors, students develop their dissertation topics,
often focusing on pressing economic issues or theoretical advancements. This phase typically
involves:

e |dentifying a research question
e Conducting literature reviews
¢ Collecting and analyzing data

¢ Presenting findings in academic formats



Admission Requirements

Gaining admission to the Emory University Economics PhD program is competitive, requiring
candidates to demonstrate strong academic performance and a clear commitment to economic
research. The following are key components of the application process:

Academic Qualifications

Candidates should hold a bachelor’s degree in economics or a related field, with a solid background in
guantitative methods. Strong performance in advanced mathematics courses is particularly
advantageous. Many successful applicants also possess a master’s degree in economics or a related
discipline.

Standardized Tests

Applicants are typically required to submit GRE scores, with a strong emphasis on quantitative
reasoning. High scores in the quantitative section can significantly enhance an application. While GRE
scores are important, they are considered alongside other aspects of the application.

Letters of Recommendation

Strong letters of recommendation from academic or professional references who can attest to the
applicant’s capabilities in research and economics are essential. These letters provide insight into the
candidate's potential for success in a rigorous academic environment.

Personal Statement

The personal statement is a critical component of the application, allowing candidates to articulate
their motivations for pursuing a PhD, research interests, and career aspirations. Successful
statements often reflect a clear understanding of the faculty's research areas and how they align with
the applicant's goals.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Emory University’'s Economics Department boasts a diverse faculty with expertise across various
fields of economics. This diversity allows students to explore a wide range of research topics and
methodologies. Faculty members are not only involved in teaching but also actively engage in high-
impact research, providing students with opportunities to collaborate on projects.

Research Areas

Research opportunities at Emory cover numerous areas, including but not limited to:



Development Economics

Labor Economics

Health Economics

Environmental Economics

Behavioral Economics

Students are encouraged to participate in seminars, workshops, and conferences, which facilitate
networking and exposure to cutting-edge research in economics.

Collaboration and Networking

Emory’s location in Atlanta, a major economic hub, offers students unique opportunities to engage
with policymakers, businesses, and research institutions. Collaborative projects and internships
provide practical experience and enhance students' professional networks, which are vital for post-
graduation success.

Career Outcomes for Graduates

Graduates of the Emory University Economics PhD program are well-prepared for a variety of career
paths. Many alumni secure positions in academia as professors and researchers at prestigious
universities globally. Others find fulfilling roles in government agencies, think tanks, and private
sector organizations.

Job Placement

The program's strong emphasis on research and quantitative skills equips graduates for competitive
job markets. Notable career outcomes include:

University Professors

Economists in Government Agencies

Research Analysts in Private Sector Firms

Consultants in Economic Advisory Firms

Policy Advisors for Nonprofit Organizations

Many graduates also proceed to postdoctoral research positions, further enhancing their credentials
and expertise.



Conclusion

The Emory University Economics PhD program stands out for its rigorous curriculum, distinguished
faculty, and comprehensive research opportunities. With a strong focus on preparing students for
impactful careers in various sectors, the program cultivates the next generation of economic leaders.
Prospective students considering this path will find a supportive academic environment conducive to
intellectual growth and professional development, making the Emory University Economics PhD an
excellent choice for those aspiring to excel in the field of economics.

Q: What are the strengths of the Emory University Economics
PhD program?

A: The strengths of the Emory University Economics PhD program include a strong emphasis on
guantitative methods, a diverse range of research opportunities, and a faculty comprised of leading
economists. The program also offers a collaborative environment that prepares students for
successful careers in academia and industry.

Q: What is the typical duration of the Emory University
Economics PhD program?

A: The typical duration of the Emory University Economics PhD program is five to six years, which
includes coursework, comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.

Q: Are there funding opportunities available for PhD students
at Emory University?

A: Yes, Emory University offers various funding opportunities for PhD students, including fellowships,
teaching assistantships, and research assistantships, which can help cover tuition and living
expenses.

Q: What kind of research can students pursue in the Emory
University Economics PhD program?

A: Students in the Emory University Economics PhD program can pursue a wide range of research
topics, including development economics, labor economics, health economics, and environmental
economics, among others.

Q: How can | strengthen my application to the Emory
University Economics PhD program?

A: To strengthen your application, focus on achieving strong academic performance, particularly in
quantitative courses, obtaining high GRE scores, securing strong letters of recommendation, and



crafting a compelling personal statement that outlines your research interests and career goals.

Q: What career paths are available for graduates of the Emory
University Economics PhD program?

A: Graduates of the Emory University Economics PhD program can pursue various career paths,
including positions as university professors, economists in government agencies, research analysts in
private firms, consultants, and policy advisors in nonprofit organizations.

Q: Is it possible to take courses outside of the economics
department during the PhD program?

A: Yes, PhD students at Emory University are encouraged to take courses outside of the economics
department, allowing them to broaden their knowledge and skills in related fields such as public
policy, statistics, and finance.

Q: What is the application deadline for the Emory University
Economics PhD program?

A: The application deadline for the Emory University Economics PhD program typically falls in early
December for admission in the following fall semester. It is advisable to check the official website for
the most current deadlines and requirements.

Q: Does Emory University provide job placement assistance
for PhD graduates?

A: Yes, Emory University offers job placement assistance for PhD graduates through career services,
including workshops, networking events, and access to job postings in academia and industry.
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