
george mason economics phd

george mason economics phd programs have gained a reputation for their
rigorous academic structure, distinguished faculty, and an emphasis on
applied economics. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the
George Mason University (GMU) Economics PhD program, delving into its
curriculum, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and the overall impact
on students’ careers. By understanding the nuances of GMU's Economics PhD,
prospective students can make informed decisions about their academic
futures. This article will also highlight the strengths of GMU's program, its
unique features, and the benefits it offers to its graduates, equipping
readers with comprehensive insights into what makes this program a valuable
choice for aspiring economists.
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Overview of George Mason Economics PhD Program

The George Mason Economics PhD program is designed to cultivate economists
who are well-equipped for both academic and professional careers. Established
in 1971, the program has a strong focus on the intersection of theory and
practice, making it a distinctive choice in the field of economics. The
program is rooted in a rigorous theoretical framework while also emphasizing
empirical research and real-world applications. This dual focus prepares
graduates for a variety of roles in academia, government, and the private
sector.

Students in the program benefit from a collaborative environment that fosters
intellectual exchange and innovation. With a commitment to producing not just
knowledgeable economists but also effective communicators and problem
solvers, the George Mason Economics PhD program is a strong contender for
students seeking advanced education in economics.

Curriculum and Course Structure

The curriculum of the George Mason Economics PhD program is structured to
provide a solid foundation in economic theory, quantitative methods, and
applied economics. The program typically spans five years, during which



students are required to complete a series of core courses, electives, and
dissertation research.

Core Courses

Core courses are essential for building the fundamental knowledge required
for advanced study in economics. The core curriculum includes:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Game Theory

Research Methods in Economics

These courses are designed to equip students with the analytical tools
necessary for rigorous economic analysis and research.

Elective Courses

Students also have the option to select from a variety of elective courses
that align with their research interests. Electives may cover topics such as:

Behavioral Economics

Public Economics

Labor Economics

Environmental Economics

International Economics

The flexibility in course selection allows students to tailor their education
to their specific interests and career goals.

Research Opportunities and Facilities

Research is a cornerstone of the George Mason Economics PhD program, with
numerous opportunities for students to engage in innovative projects. The
university provides access to state-of-the-art facilities and resources that
support economic research.

Research Centers

GMU hosts several research centers that focus on various aspects of
economics. These centers include:

The Mercatus Center



The Center for Study of Public Choice

The Interdisciplinary Center for Economic Science

These centers not only provide resources for research but also facilitate
collaboration between faculty and students, enhancing the academic
environment.

Dissertation Research

Students are expected to conduct original research for their dissertations,
which is a pivotal part of the PhD program. This research contributes to the
field of economics and often addresses pressing economic issues, providing
students with the opportunity to make meaningful contributions to the
discipline.

Faculty Expertise

The faculty at George Mason University is composed of accomplished economists
with expertise across various fields. Many faculty members are recognized for
their contributions to economic theory and policy, and they actively engage
in research that influences both academic and public discourse.

Students benefit from the mentorship of faculty who are not only educators
but also researchers and practitioners. This mentorship is crucial for
professional development, as faculty members guide students through their
academic journey, helping them refine their research interests and develop
their skills.

Career Outcomes for Graduates

The George Mason Economics PhD program boasts a strong track record of
graduate success in various career paths. Graduates of the program are well-
prepared to enter academia, government agencies, and the private sector.

Academic Careers

Many alumni secure positions in prestigious universities, contributing to
teaching and research in economics. Their training at GMU equips them with
the skills necessary to thrive in academic settings.

Government and Private Sector Careers

Other graduates find rewarding careers in government organizations, think
tanks, and private companies. The analytical and research skills honed during
their PhD studies make them valuable assets in these roles.

Application Process and Requirements

Prospective students interested in the George Mason Economics PhD program
must meet specific application requirements. The admissions process is
competitive, and candidates are evaluated based on their academic records,



standardized test scores, letters of recommendation, and personal statements.

Admission Requirements

Key components of the application include:

A completed application form

A bachelor's degree in economics or a related field

GRE scores (if required)

Letters of recommendation from academic or professional references

A personal statement outlining research interests and career goals

Meeting these requirements is essential for consideration in the program.

Student Life and Community

Student life at George Mason University is vibrant and diverse, providing a
supportive community for PhD candidates. Students have numerous opportunities
to engage with peers, faculty, and the broader academic community.

Networking and Professional Development

The program encourages networking through seminars, conferences, and
workshops. These events allow students to connect with professionals in the
field and gain insights into emerging economic issues and trends.

Support Services

GMU offers various support services for graduate students, including academic
advising, career counseling, and mental health resources. This comprehensive
support system helps students navigate the challenges of a rigorous PhD
program.

Conclusion

The George Mason Economics PhD program stands out for its robust curriculum,
distinguished faculty, and commitment to research and applied economics. With
a strong emphasis on preparing graduates for successful careers in academia,
government, and the private sector, GMU offers a well-rounded educational
experience. Prospective students considering this program can expect to
receive a top-tier education that equips them with the knowledge and skills
necessary to excel in the field of economics.

Q: What are the main strengths of the George Mason



Economics PhD program?

A: The main strengths of the program include a rigorous curriculum, access to
distinguished faculty, strong research opportunities, and a supportive
community that fosters professional development.

Q: How long does it typically take to complete the
George Mason Economics PhD?

A: The program typically takes about five years to complete, which includes
coursework, comprehensive exams, and dissertation research.

Q: What kind of research opportunities are available
to students?

A: Students have access to several research centers, allowing them to engage
in innovative projects and collaborate with faculty on significant economic
issues.

Q: What career paths do graduates of the program
typically pursue?

A: Graduates often pursue careers in academia, government agencies, think
tanks, and private sector companies, leveraging their training in economic
analysis and research.

Q: Are GRE scores required for admission to the
program?

A: GRE scores may be required, depending on the specific admissions criteria
for the year. It is advisable for applicants to check the current
requirements on the program's official website.

Q: What type of support does George Mason provide to
graduate students?

A: George Mason offers various support services, including academic advising,
career counseling, and mental health resources, to help students navigate
their graduate studies effectively.

Q: Can students customize their course load in the
program?

A: Yes, students can choose from a variety of elective courses that align
with their specific research interests, allowing for a tailored educational
experience.



Q: What is the application deadline for the George
Mason Economics PhD program?

A: Application deadlines may vary each year, so prospective students should
check the official program website for the most current information on
deadlines.

Q: Is there funding available for PhD students at
George Mason?

A: Yes, the program offers various forms of funding, including
assistantships, fellowships, and scholarships, which help support students
financially during their studies.

Q: What is the focus of the dissertation research in
the program?

A: Dissertation research in the program focuses on original contributions to
economic theory and practice, often addressing real-world economic issues and
challenges.
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