
harvard economics essay competition
harvard economics essay competition is a prestigious event that attracts students from around
the globe, eager to showcase their analytical skills and economic understanding. This competition not
only serves as a platform for aspiring economists but also enhances their academic profiles and offers
valuable feedback from esteemed judges. In this article, we will delve into the details of the Harvard
Economics Essay Competition, exploring its history, eligibility criteria, submission guidelines,
evaluation process, and the benefits of participation. Additionally, we will provide tips for crafting a
compelling essay that stands out.

The following sections will guide you through everything you need to know about the competition:

Overview of the Harvard Economics Essay Competition

Eligibility Criteria

Submission Guidelines

Evaluation Process

Benefits of Participation

Tips for Writing a Winning Essay

Conclusion

Overview of the Harvard Economics Essay Competition

The Harvard Economics Essay Competition has a rich history that reflects the institution's
commitment to fostering young talent in the field of economics. Established to encourage high school
students to engage with economic issues, this competition has become a hallmark of academic
excellence. Participants are challenged to explore complex economic concepts and articulate their
thoughts through a well-structured essay.

The competition typically invites essays on a variety of topics related to economics, allowing students
to express their individual perspectives on current economic challenges. This engagement not only
deepens their understanding but also encourages critical thinking and analytical skills.

Eligibility Criteria

Understanding the eligibility criteria for the Harvard Economics Essay Competition is crucial for
prospective participants. The competition is primarily targeted at high school students, typically those



in their junior or senior years. However, specific eligibility requirements may vary slightly from year to
year.

General Requirements

Participants must meet the following general requirements to qualify for the competition:

Must be currently enrolled in high school (grades 11-12).

Must not have previously participated in the competition.

Must submit an original essay that adheres to the competition guidelines.

Additional Considerations

It is essential for participants to review any specific announcements related to eligibility each year, as
there may be additional stipulations or changes to the criteria. This can include requirements related
to the geographic location of the students or changes in grade level eligibility.

Submission Guidelines

Submitting an essay to the Harvard Economics Essay Competition requires adherence to strict
guidelines to ensure fairness and uniformity. Each participant must follow the specified format and
deadlines.

Formatting Requirements

Essays must be formatted according to the following guidelines:

Maximum length of 2,500 words, including footnotes and references.

Typed in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced.

Include a title page with the essay title, participant's name, school, and contact information.

Citations should follow the American Psychological Association (APA) style.



Submission Process

Participants must submit their essays electronically through the competition's official website by the
specified deadline, which is usually set in early January. Late submissions are typically not accepted,
emphasizing the importance of time management in the application process.

Evaluation Process

The evaluation of essays in the Harvard Economics Essay Competition is conducted by a panel of
judges comprising esteemed economists, university professors, and professionals in the field. This
rigorous evaluation process ensures that only the most compelling essays are recognized.

Judging Criteria

Essays are evaluated based on several key criteria:

Originality and creativity in addressing the chosen topic.

Clarity and coherence of argumentation.

Depth of research and understanding of economic principles.

Quality of writing, including grammar and style.

The judging panel often provides constructive feedback, which is invaluable for participants looking to
refine their economic writing skills.

Benefits of Participation

Participating in the Harvard Economics Essay Competition offers numerous benefits that extend
beyond the competition itself.

Academic and Professional Development

Engaging in this competition allows students to:

Enhance their understanding of economic theories and current global issues.



Develop critical thinking and analytical skills.

Gain recognition from prestigious institutions, which can bolster college applications.

Network with peers and professionals in the field of economics.

Feedback and Growth

Participants receive feedback from experienced judges, which can guide their future academic
endeavors. This constructive criticism is crucial for personal growth and improvement in writing and
economic analysis.

Tips for Writing a Winning Essay

Crafting a compelling essay for the Harvard Economics Essay Competition requires strategic planning
and execution. Here are some essential tips to consider:

Choose a Relevant Topic

Selecting a topic that resonates with current economic debates can make your essay more engaging.
Ensure that your topic allows for deep exploration and original thought.

Conduct Thorough Research

Gather data from credible sources to support your arguments. Incorporate empirical evidence and
case studies to strengthen your essay's foundation.

Structure Your Essay Effectively

A clear structure is vital. Organize your essay with an introduction, body paragraphs that logically
present your arguments, and a strong conclusion that ties everything together.

Edit and Revise

Take the time to revise your essay multiple times. Look for clarity, coherence, and grammatical
accuracy. Consider seeking feedback from teachers or peers to refine your work.



Conclusion

The Harvard Economics Essay Competition is an excellent opportunity for high school students to
delve into the world of economics, develop their writing skills, and gain recognition for their efforts. By
understanding the competition's guidelines, honing their research abilities, and crafting thoughtful
essays, participants can maximize their chances of success. Engaging in this competition not only
enhances academic profiles but also prepares students for future challenges in the field of economics.

Q: What is the Harvard Economics Essay Competition?
A: The Harvard Economics Essay Competition is an annual event that invites high school students to
submit essays on economic topics, encouraging them to explore and analyze complex economic
issues.

Q: Who is eligible to participate in the competition?
A: The competition is open to high school students, typically those in their junior or senior years, who
meet the specific eligibility criteria set for each year.

Q: How should I format my essay for the competition?
A: Essays must be typed in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with a maximum length
of 2,500 words, and should follow APA citation style.

Q: What are the key judging criteria for the essays?
A: Essays are evaluated based on originality, clarity, depth of research, and quality of writing, among
other criteria established by the judging panel.

Q: What are the benefits of participating in the competition?
A: Benefits include enhancing understanding of economics, developing critical thinking skills, gaining
recognition, and receiving constructive feedback from experienced judges.

Q: How can I improve my chances of winning?
A: Choosing a relevant topic, conducting thorough research, structuring your essay effectively, and
revising multiple times can significantly enhance your essay's quality.

Q: When is the submission deadline for the competition?
A: The submission deadline is typically set in early January each year, and late submissions are
generally not accepted.



Q: Can I participate in the competition more than once?
A: Generally, students are not allowed to participate in the competition more than once, but it's
essential to check the specific rules for each year's competition.

Q: Is there a specific topic I must write about?
A: The competition often provides a range of topics or themes related to economics, allowing
participants to choose one that interests them while adhering to the guidelines.
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