
harvard economics phd students
harvard economics phd students are part of an elite program that consistently ranks
among the top in the world. The Harvard Economics PhD program is renowned for its
rigorous curriculum, distinguished faculty, and the outstanding research produced by its
students. This article will delve into the specifics of the program, explore the admission
process, highlight the academic and research opportunities available, and discuss the
career trajectories of graduates. Whether you are considering applying or are simply
interested in the world of economics, this comprehensive overview will provide valuable
insights.
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Overview of the Harvard Economics PhD Program
The Harvard Economics PhD program is part of the Department of Economics at Harvard
University, which is one of the oldest and most prestigious economics departments in the
world. Established in the early 20th century, the program has evolved to become a leader
in economic research and education. The program’s mission is to prepare students for
careers in academia, research, and policy analysis through a combination of rigorous
coursework, research opportunities, and exposure to leading economists.

Students in the program benefit from a curriculum that emphasizes both theoretical and
empirical approaches to economic issues. The faculty includes many prominent economists
who are leaders in their fields, providing students with mentorship and guidance as they
develop their own research interests. Moreover, the collaborative environment fosters an
exchange of ideas that enhances the learning experience.



Admission Process for Harvard Economics PhD
Students
The admission process for Harvard's Economics PhD program is highly competitive.
Prospective students are expected to demonstrate strong academic performance,
particularly in quantitative subjects. The application typically requires a completed
application form, recommendation letters, a statement of purpose, and standardized test
scores, such as the GRE.

Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for admission, applicants should have:

A strong academic record, particularly in economics, mathematics, and statistics.

A bachelor's degree or its equivalent from an accredited institution.

Strong letters of recommendation from professors or professionals in the field.

A well-crafted statement of purpose outlining research interests and career goals.

Application Timeline
The application timeline for the Harvard Economics PhD program typically follows this
structure:

Application opens in September.

Deadline for submission is usually in early January.

Interviews for selected candidates are conducted in February.

Decisions are announced in March.

Academic Curriculum and Research Opportunities
The curriculum for Harvard Economics PhD students is designed to provide a solid
foundation in both micro and macroeconomic theory, as well as quantitative methods. The
first two years of the program primarily focus on coursework, while the subsequent years
are dedicated to research and dissertation work.



Core Courses
Students are required to take core courses that cover essential topics such as:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Mathematical Economics

Research Opportunities
Research is a critical component of the PhD experience at Harvard. Students are
encouraged to engage in research projects early in their studies. They have access to
various resources, including seminars, workshops, and collaboration opportunities with
faculty members. Additionally, students can participate in the Harvard Institute for
Quantitative Social Science, which provides a platform for interdisciplinary research.

Career Paths for Harvard Economics PhD
Graduates
Graduates of the Harvard Economics PhD program are highly sought after in various
sectors due to their rigorous training and research skills. Many graduates pursue careers
in academia, taking positions at leading universities around the world. Others find
opportunities in government agencies, think tanks, and international organizations.

Academic Careers
Many Harvard Economics PhD graduates continue to contribute to the field by securing
tenure-track positions at prestigious universities. Academic roles typically involve a
combination of teaching, research, and service to the academic community.

Non-Academic Careers
In addition to academic positions, many graduates transition into non-academic roles,
including:

Economic consulting

Policy analysis



Finance and investment banking

Research positions in international organizations like the World Bank or IMF

Impact of Harvard Economics PhD Students on
the Field
Harvard Economics PhD students have significantly influenced the field of economics
through their research and publications. Many have authored influential papers that have
shaped economic thought and policy. The program’s emphasis on rigorous research
methodology ensures that graduates contribute meaningful insights to both theoretical
and applied economics.

Moreover, the network of alumni extends globally, creating a community of professionals
who continue to collaborate and innovate in various economic sectors. This extensive
network further enhances the reputation of the program and its graduates, making them
leaders in their respective fields.

Conclusion
The Harvard Economics PhD program stands as a premier choice for aspiring economists
who seek a challenging and rewarding academic experience. With a comprehensive
curriculum, access to world-class faculty, and a strong emphasis on research, students are
well-equipped to make significant contributions to economics. The impact of Harvard
Economics PhD students extends beyond academia, influencing policy and practice across
the globe. For those considering a career in economics, this program represents an
unparalleled opportunity to excel in the field.

Q: What is the duration of the Harvard Economics PhD
program?
A: The Harvard Economics PhD program typically takes five to six years to complete,
depending on the student's research progress and dissertation work.

Q: Are there funding opportunities available for Harvard
Economics PhD students?
A: Yes, Harvard provides funding packages for PhD students, which often include tuition
waivers, stipends, and teaching assistantships to support their studies and research.



Q: What is the focus of research for Harvard Economics
PhD students?
A: Research focus can vary widely among students, ranging from microeconomic theory to
macroeconomic policy, behavioral economics, and applied econometrics, among other
areas.

Q: How competitive is the admission process for the
Harvard Economics PhD program?
A: The admission process is highly competitive, with thousands of applicants vying for a
limited number of spots each year, requiring strong academic credentials and research
potential.

Q: Can Harvard Economics PhD students work with
faculty on research projects?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to collaborate with faculty members on research projects,
which enhances their learning experience and contributes to their own research
endeavors.

Q: What types of careers do Harvard Economics PhD
graduates pursue?
A: Graduates pursue various careers, including academic positions, roles in government
and international organizations, economic consulting, and positions in the private sector.

Q: What skills do Harvard Economics PhD students
develop during their studies?
A: Students develop a range of skills, including advanced analytical abilities, quantitative
research skills, critical thinking, and effective communication, which are essential for their
future careers.

Q: Is it possible for students to specialize in a specific
area of economics during their PhD?
A: Yes, students can choose to specialize in areas such as labor economics, development
economics, financial economics, or public policy, tailoring their studies to their interests.

Q: How does Harvard's Economics PhD program



compare with other top programs?
A: Harvard's program is consistently ranked among the top economics PhD programs
globally due to its distinguished faculty, rigorous curriculum, and strong emphasis on
research, often outpacing many other institutions.
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