
howard university economics department
howard university economics department is a prestigious institution dedicated to the study of
economics, offering a comprehensive curriculum that prepares students for various careers in this
dynamic field. The department is known for its commitment to academic excellence, research, and
the empowerment of students through critical thinking and analytical skills. This article will explore
the various aspects of the Howard University Economics Department, including its history, academic
programs, faculty expertise, research initiatives, and opportunities for students. Furthermore, we
will discuss the department's impact on the broader community and its role in shaping future
economists.
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History of Howard University Economics Department
The Howard University Economics Department has a rich history that reflects the university's
broader mission of providing quality education to African Americans and other marginalized
communities. Established in the early 20th century, the department has evolved to meet the
changing needs of society and the economy. It was among the first to offer a robust curriculum in
economics at a historically black institution, making significant strides in research and education.

Throughout the decades, the department has produced numerous influential economists who have
made notable contributions to both academic literature and public policy. The focus on social justice
and economic equity has remained a cornerstone of the department's philosophy, aligning with
Howard University's overall commitment to empowering underserved communities.

Academic Programs Offered
The Howard University Economics Department offers a variety of academic programs designed to



cater to the diverse interests and career goals of its students. The programs emphasize theoretical
knowledge and practical application, ensuring that graduates are well-prepared for the workforce or
further academic pursuits.

Undergraduate Programs
The undergraduate program in economics provides students with a solid foundation in economic
theory, quantitative methods, and applied economics. Students can pursue a Bachelor of Arts (BA) or
a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Economics. The curriculum includes core courses such as
microeconomics, macroeconomics, econometrics, and various electives that allow students to
specialize in areas like international economics, public policy, and labor economics.

Graduate Programs
The graduate offerings include a Master of Arts (MA) in Economics and a PhD program for those
interested in advanced research and academic careers. The MA program focuses on equipping
students with analytical skills and practical experience, while the PhD program emphasizes rigorous
research training and original contributions to the field of economics.

Faculty and Research Interests
The faculty at the Howard University Economics Department are a distinguished group of scholars
with diverse research interests and expertise. Many faculty members are recognized leaders in their
respective fields, contributing to both academic research and public discourse on economic issues.

Research Areas
The research interests of the faculty encompass a broad spectrum of topics, including but not limited
to:

Development economics

Labor economics

Public finance

Health economics

Environmental economics

Behavioral economics

This diversity of research areas not only enriches the academic environment but also provides
students with opportunities to engage in meaningful research projects alongside their professors.



Collaborations and Publications
Faculty members at Howard University frequently collaborate with other institutions and
organizations, enhancing their research's impact and visibility. They regularly publish in leading
academic journals, contributing to the body of knowledge in economics and influencing policy
discussions at local, national, and global levels.

Student Opportunities and Resources
The Howard University Economics Department is committed to providing students with ample
opportunities for personal and professional growth. This commitment is evident in the various
resources available to students, including academic advising, internships, and career services.

Internships and Practical Experience
Students are encouraged to pursue internships in various sectors, including government agencies,
non-profits, and private organizations. These internships provide invaluable hands-on experience,
allowing students to apply their theoretical knowledge to real-world economic problems.

Student Organizations and Networking
The department also supports various student organizations, such as the Economics Club, which
facilitates networking opportunities, guest lectures, and workshops. These activities help foster a
sense of community among economics students and provide platforms for professional development.

Impact on the Community and Beyond
The Howard University Economics Department plays a critical role in addressing economic issues
that affect local and global communities. Through research, outreach programs, and community
engagement initiatives, the department contributes to the understanding and resolution of pressing
economic challenges.

Community Engagement Initiatives
The department actively participates in outreach programs aimed at educating the community about
economic issues. These initiatives often involve collaborations with local organizations to provide
workshops and seminars that promote financial literacy and economic empowerment.

Global Perspective
In an increasingly interconnected world, the Howard University Economics Department also
emphasizes the importance of understanding global economic dynamics. The faculty and students
engage in research that addresses international economic issues, contributing to discussions on



global trade, development, and policy.

Conclusion
The Howard University Economics Department stands out as a leading institution dedicated to the
study and application of economics. With a rich history, diverse academic offerings, and a
commitment to community engagement, the department equips students with the skills and
knowledge necessary to make meaningful contributions to society. As the field of economics
continues to evolve, the department remains at the forefront, shaping the next generation of
economists who will tackle the complex challenges of the future.

Q: What undergraduate programs are offered by Howard
University Economics Department?
A: The Howard University Economics Department offers both a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor
of Science (BS) in Economics, providing students with a comprehensive foundation in economic
theory and application.

Q: Does Howard University Economics Department offer
graduate programs?
A: Yes, the department offers a Master of Arts (MA) in Economics and a PhD program for advanced
study and research in economics.

Q: What are the research interests of the faculty at Howard
University Economics Department?
A: Faculty research interests include development economics, labor economics, public finance,
health economics, environmental economics, and behavioral economics, among others.

Q: How does the Economics Department engage with the
community?
A: The department engages with the community through outreach programs aimed at educating the
public about economic issues, including workshops and seminars that promote financial literacy.

Q: Are there opportunities for internships for students in the
Economics Department?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to pursue internships in various sectors, providing them with hands-
on experience and practical application of their studies.



Q: What student organizations are available for economics
students at Howard University?
A: The Economics Club is one of the student organizations available, facilitating networking, guest
lectures, and professional development opportunities for students.

Q: What makes Howard University Economics Department
unique?
A: The department's unique focus on social justice, community engagement, and its commitment to
empowering historically marginalized communities differentiates it from other economics programs.

Q: Can students participate in research projects alongside
faculty?
A: Yes, students have the opportunity to engage in meaningful research projects with faculty,
allowing them to gain practical research experience and contribute to academic knowledge.

Q: How does the Economics Department prepare students for
their future careers?
A: The department prepares students through a rigorous curriculum that emphasizes analytical
skills, practical experience through internships, and networking opportunities that enhance their
employability in various fields.
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