howard university phd economics

howard university phd economics is a prestigious program that offers an in-depth exploration of
economic theory, quantitative analysis, and policy evaluation. This doctoral program is designed for
aspiring economists who wish to contribute to academia, government, or private sectors with a strong
foundation in economic principles and research methodologies. The curriculum emphasizes rigorous
training in both theoretical and empirical economic analysis, preparing graduates for diverse career
paths. In this article, we will explore the key components of the Howard University PhD Economics
program, including admission requirements, curriculum structure, research opportunities, and career
prospects for graduates.
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Overview of Howard University

Howard University, located in Washington, D.C., is a historically black university renowned for its
commitment to academic excellence and social justice. Established in 1867, Howard has a rich legacy
of producing influential leaders in various fields, including business, law, health, and public policy. The
university's Department of Economics is dedicated to fostering a diverse learning environment that
encourages rigorous scholarship and critical thinking.

The Department of Economics at Howard University is known for its emphasis on both theoretical and
applied economics. It aims to prepare students for real-world challenges through a blend of academic
instruction and practical experience. Students benefit from a faculty comprised of experienced
scholars and practitioners who contribute to various economic disciplines, ensuring a comprehensive
educational experience.



PhD Economics Program Structure

The PhD program in Economics at Howard University is structured to provide students with a solid
foundation in economic theory and quantitative methods. The program typically spans five to six
years, during which students engage in coursework, comprehensive exams, and dissertation
research.

Core Curriculum

The core curriculum is designed to equip students with essential knowledge and skills in economics.
Key components of the curriculum include:

Microeconomic Theory

Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

Mathematics for Economists

These courses lay the groundwork for advanced studies and research. Students are also encouraged
to take electives that align with their research interests, allowing for a more tailored educational
experience.

Comprehensive Examinations

After completing the required coursework, students must pass comprehensive examinations to
demonstrate their mastery of economic theory and quantitative analysis. These exams assess a
student's understanding of core concepts and their ability to apply this knowledge to complex
economic problems.

Dissertation Research

The dissertation phase is a critical component of the PhD program. Students must identify a research
question, conduct original research, and present their findings in a dissertation. Faculty advisors
provide guidance throughout this process, ensuring that students develop a robust research
methodology and contribute meaningfully to the field of economics.



Admission Requirements

Admission to the PhD Economics program at Howard University is competitive and requires a strong
academic background. Key requirements include:

e A completed application form

e A bachelor's degree from an accredited institution

e Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions
e Letters of recommendation

¢ A statement of purpose

* GRE scores (if required)

Applicants are expected to demonstrate strong quantitative skills and a solid foundation in economic
theory. A well-crafted statement of purpose that outlines the applicant's research interests and career
goals is crucial for a successful application.

Research Opportunities

Howard University provides numerous research opportunities for PhD students. The Department of
Economics encourages students to engage in collaborative projects with faculty members, participate
in workshops, and attend conferences. Research areas may include:

Development Economics

Labor Economics

Public Policy

International Economics

Students are also encouraged to publish their research in academic journals, which enhances their
academic profiles and prepares them for careers in academia, government, or private industry.



Career Prospects

Graduates of the PhD program in Economics from Howard University are well-prepared for a variety of
career paths. They often pursue positions in academia, government agencies, research institutions, or
consulting firms. Potential career opportunities include:

University Professor

Policy Analyst
e Economist in Government Agencies

Researcher in Think Tanks

Consultant in Private Firms

The comprehensive training received during the PhD program equips graduates with the analytical
and research skills necessary to excel in these roles. The strong alumni network of Howard University
also plays a significant role in helping graduates secure employment in competitive fields.

Conclusion

The Howard University PhD Economics program stands out for its rigorous curriculum, commitment to
research, and focus on real-world applications of economic theory. With a strong foundation in both
theoretical and empirical economics, graduates are well-equipped to tackle complex economic issues
and contribute to policy development and academic research. The program not only fosters academic
excellence but also emphasizes the importance of diversity and inclusion in the field of economics.

Q: What is the application deadline for the Howard University
PhD Economics program?

A: The application deadline for the Howard University PhD Economics program typically falls in early
January for the fall semester. It is advisable to check the university's official website for the most
current deadlines and specific details.

Q: Is there funding available for PhD students in Economics at
Howard University?

A: Yes, Howard University offers various funding opportunities for PhD students, including fellowships,
teaching assistantships, and research assistantships, which can help cover tuition and living
expenses.



Q: What is the average duration of the PhD Economics
program at Howard University?

A: The average duration of the PhD Economics program at Howard University is approximately five to
six years, depending on the student's progress and research timeline.

Q: Are GRE scores required for admission to the PhD
Economics program?

A: GRE scores are typically required for admission to the PhD Economics program, although some
applicants may qualify for a waiver based on their academic achievements or professional
experience.

Q: What types of research are faculty members involved in
within the Economics department?

A: Faculty members in the Economics department at Howard University conduct research in diverse
areas, including development economics, labor economics, international economics, and public policy,
contributing to a wide range of economic discussions and analyses.

Q: Can PhD students at Howard University publish their
research?

A: Yes, PhD students are encouraged to publish their research in academic journals. Faculty advisors
assist students in preparing their work for publication, which is a vital part of their academic training.

Q: What career services are available for graduates of the
PhD Economics program?

A: Howard University provides career services to assist PhD graduates in job placement, including
resume workshops, interview preparation, and networking opportunities with alumni and industry
professionals.

Q: Is the Howard University PhD Economics program suitable
for international students?

A: Yes, the PhD Economics program at Howard University is open to international students. The
university values diversity and encourages applicants from various backgrounds to apply.



Q: How does Howard University support the diversity of its
PhD Economics students?

A: Howard University actively promotes diversity through its admissions process, funding initiatives,
and by fostering an inclusive academic environment, ensuring that students from different
backgrounds can thrive in the Economics program.
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