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ib economics ia example serves as a pivotal element for students undertaking the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Economics course. The Internal Assessment (IA) is a crucial component that allows
students to explore economic concepts in depth through real-world applications. In this article, we will
delve into various facets of the IB Economics IA, including its structure, the significance of selecting an
appropriate example, and tips for crafting a compelling analysis. Additionally, we will explore several
standout IB Economics IA examples that illustrate best practices and provide insights into how students can
elevate their work.
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Understanding the IB Economics IA
The IB Economics Internal Assessment is designed to assess students' ability to apply economic theory to
real-world situations. It requires students to analyze and evaluate economic issues, using relevant data and
concepts. The IA is an individual project that typically comprises three commentaries based on articles from
reputable sources. Each commentary must connect to the theoretical concepts covered in the syllabus,
providing a practical application of economic theories.

The assessment criteria for the IA include clarity, depth of analysis, and the ability to connect theory with
real-world examples. Therefore, students must engage critically with their chosen topics to demonstrate a
thorough understanding of economic principles. This not only helps in achieving a higher grade but also
enhances analytical and research skills that are invaluable in further education and professional contexts.



Components of a Successful IB Economics IA
A successful IB Economics IA consists of several key components that must be well-integrated to create a
cohesive and insightful analysis. Understanding each component is essential for achieving a high score.

1. Selection of Articles
The choice of articles is foundational to the IA. Students must select articles that are relevant, recent, and
from credible sources. The articles should also present economic issues that can be analyzed using the
concepts learned in class. This selection process sets the stage for the entire IA.

2. Application of Economic Theory
Applying economic theories to real-world scenarios is a core requirement of the IA. Students should link
their analysis back to economic concepts such as supply and demand, market structures, or macroeconomic
indicators. This application showcases the student's understanding and ability to engage with the material
critically.

3. Data Analysis
Incorporating data analysis enhances the validity of the arguments made in the IA. Students should utilize
graphs, tables, and statistical data to support their analysis. This not only strengthens their commentary but
also provides a visual representation of the economic concepts being discussed.

4. Evaluation and Conclusion
The evaluation section must reflect a critical assessment of the issues presented. Students should discuss the
implications of their analysis, consider alternative viewpoints, and suggest potential solutions or outcomes.
A strong conclusion summarizes the findings and reinforces the connections made throughout the IA.

Choosing the Right Example for Your IA
Selecting an appropriate example is crucial for producing a compelling IB Economics IA. The example
should resonate with the student’s interests and should allow for an in-depth analysis of economic concepts.
Here are some tips for choosing the right example:

Relevance: Ensure the example is relevant to the current economic climate and connects well with
the syllabus content.



Complexity: Choose an example that allows for multiple layers of analysis, rather than a
straightforward case.

Data Availability: Ensure that sufficient data is available to support analysis and evaluation.

Personal Interest: Select a topic that genuinely interests you, as this will enhance motivation and
engagement during the writing process.

Controversy: Examples that involve debates or differing viewpoints can provide rich analysis
opportunities.

IB Economics IA Example Case Studies
To illustrate effective approaches to the IB Economics IA, here are a few example case studies that align
with the requirements of the assessment:

1. The Impact of a Sugar Tax
This example explores the implementation of a sugar tax as a public health measure. Students can analyze
its effects on consumer behavior, market demand for sugary products, and government revenue. The IA
can delve into concepts such as price elasticity of demand and the health implications of reduced sugar
consumption.

2. The Effects of Minimum Wage Legislation
Analyzing the effects of raising the minimum wage can provide a rich commentary. Students can evaluate
the impact on employment levels, business costs, and income distribution. This example allows for
discussions on labor market theories and the balance between equity and efficiency in economics.

3. The Role of Central Banks in Inflation Control
This example focuses on how central banks manage inflation through interest rate adjustments. Students
can analyze recent monetary policy changes and their effects on the economy. This topic allows for an
exploration of macroeconomic theories and the tools available to central banks.



Tips for Writing an Effective IA
Writing a compelling IB Economics IA requires careful planning and execution. Here are some tips to
ensure your IA meets the highest standards:

Start Early: Give yourself ample time to research, write, and revise your IA.

Stay Organized: Use a structured outline to guide your writing process.

Seek Feedback: Share drafts with teachers or peers to gain constructive criticism.

Revise Thoroughly: Edit your work for clarity, coherence, and adherence to the assessment criteria.

Practice Referencing: Properly cite all sources used to avoid plagiarism and enhance credibility.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
While working on the IB Economics IA, students often encounter pitfalls that can diminish the quality of
their work. Here are some common mistakes to avoid:

Choosing Inappropriate Articles: Avoid selecting articles that are too broad or lack economic
relevance.

Neglecting Theory Application: Ensure that economic theories are consistently applied throughout
the IA.

Insufficient Data Analysis: Incorporate adequate data and analysis to support your arguments.

Weak Evaluations: Avoid superficial evaluations; delve deeply into the implications of your analysis.

Ignoring Formatting Guidelines: Adhere to the IB guidelines regarding word count, structure, and
references.

Conclusion
The IB Economics IA is a significant opportunity for students to demonstrate their understanding of
economic principles through real-world applications. By selecting appropriate examples, applying economic



theory effectively, and avoiding common pitfalls, students can produce insightful and high-quality work.
Engaging with the material not only enhances academic performance but also prepares students for future
challenges in economics and beyond.

Q: What is an IB Economics IA example?
A: An IB Economics IA example refers to a specific instance or case study that students can analyze within
their Internal Assessment. It demonstrates how to apply economic theories and concepts to real-world
issues.

Q: How many commentaries are required for the IB Economics IA?
A: The IB Economics IA requires students to write three commentaries based on articles from reputable
sources, each analyzing a different economic issue.

Q: What are the primary assessment criteria for the IB Economics IA?
A: The primary assessment criteria for the IB Economics IA include clarity, depth of analysis, application of
economic theory, use of data, and the quality of evaluation.

Q: Can I use articles from any source for my IB Economics IA?
A: No, students should select articles from reputable and credible sources such as newspapers, economic
journals, and government reports to ensure the reliability of their analysis.

Q: What is the ideal length for an IB Economics IA commentary?
A: Each commentary should be around 750 words, allowing students to provide a comprehensive analysis
without being overly lengthy.

Q: How can I improve my IA writing skills?
A: Improving IA writing skills involves practicing structured writing, seeking feedback, and studying
high-scoring examples to understand what makes an effective commentary.



Q: Is data analysis important in the IB Economics IA?
A: Yes, data analysis is crucial as it supports the arguments made in the IA, providing evidence for claims
and enhancing the overall quality of the analysis.

Q: Should I include my personal opinion in the IB Economics IA?
A: While a personal viewpoint can be included in the evaluation section, the focus should primarily be on
objective analysis and application of economic theory.

Q: What are some common pitfalls to avoid in the IB Economics IA?
A: Common pitfalls include choosing inappropriate articles, failing to apply economic theory, insufficient
data analysis, and neglecting proper formatting guidelines.

Q: How important is the conclusion in the IB Economics IA?
A: The conclusion is important as it summarizes the key findings, reinforces the analysis, and provides a
final perspective on the economic issues discussed in the commentary.
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