
ib economics internal assessment criteria
ib economics internal assessment criteria play a crucial role in guiding students in their
research and analysis within the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme.
Understanding these criteria is essential for students aiming to achieve high marks on their internal
assessments (IAs). This article will explore the main components of the IB economics internal
assessment criteria, detailing their significance, structure, and how students can effectively meet
them. Additionally, we'll discuss the importance of the assessment in the context of the IB economics
curriculum, along with tips for success.
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Understanding the IB Economics Internal Assessment

The IB Economics internal assessment is a key component of the IB curriculum, allowing students to
apply theoretical concepts to real-world economic scenarios. The IA typically consists of a written
report based on a selected article from the news that relates to economic theory. This exercise not
only evaluates students' understanding of economic principles but also their ability to analyze and
evaluate economic issues critically.

Students are required to choose a topic that interests them, conduct research, and apply relevant
economic theories. The IA is an opportunity for students to express their analytical skills, creativity,
and knowledge of economics. A successful IA showcases the student's ability to connect theory with
practice, offering insights into current economic events while adhering to the IB criteria.

Detailed Breakdown of the Assessment Criteria

The assessment of the IB economics internal assessment is based on specific criteria set by the IB.
Understanding these criteria is fundamental for students aiming to excel in this task. The main
criteria used to evaluate the internal assessment include:

Criterion A: Diagrams



Criterion B: Application of Economic Theory

Criterion C: Analysis and Evaluation

Criterion D: Organization and Presentation

Criterion A: Diagrams

Criterion A focuses on the use of diagrams to illustrate economic concepts. Students are expected to
include relevant diagrams that enhance their analysis and provide visual representation of economic
theories. A well-labeled diagram can effectively convey complex ideas and help in illustrating
relationships between economic variables.

To score well in this criterion, students should ensure that their diagrams are accurate, clearly
labeled, and integrated into their analysis. An effective diagram should not only be present but
should also be explained in the context of the economic issue being discussed.

Criterion B: Application of Economic Theory

Criterion B assesses the extent to which students apply economic theory to their chosen article. This
requires a thorough understanding of economic concepts and the ability to connect these concepts
to real-world situations. Students should demonstrate their knowledge by discussing relevant
theories such as supply and demand, elasticity, market structures, and more.

To meet this criterion, students must ensure that their application of theory is appropriate and
directly related to the article in question. It is important to avoid vague or generic applications of
theory; instead, specificity and relevance are key.

Criterion C: Analysis and Evaluation

Criterion C emphasizes critical thinking and the ability to analyze and evaluate economic issues.
Students are expected to present arguments, counterarguments, and evaluate the implications of
their analysis. This criterion assesses not only the depth of analysis but also the clarity of
argumentation.

To excel in this criterion, students should focus on providing a balanced evaluation, considering
various perspectives and the possible consequences of economic decisions. Clear reasoning and
logical progression in arguments are essential for scoring well.



Criterion D: Organization and Presentation

Criterion D evaluates how well the internal assessment is organized and presented. This includes the
structure of the report, clarity of expression, and adherence to the prescribed format. A well-
organized IA will have a clear introduction, body, and conclusion, making it easy for the reader to
follow the argument.

Students should pay attention to grammar, spelling, and overall presentation. Proper referencing
and citation of sources are also essential to avoid plagiarism and to uphold academic integrity.

Importance of the Internal Assessment

The IB economics internal assessment is vital for several reasons. Firstly, it allows students to
synthesize their learning and apply theoretical concepts to practical situations. This hands-on
approach enhances their understanding of economics and prepares them for future academic
pursuits or careers in the field.

Secondly, the IA contributes significantly to the overall grade in the economics course. A high-
quality internal assessment can positively impact a student’s final score, making it essential for
students to invest time and effort in their research and writing.

Lastly, the IA fosters essential skills such as research, critical analysis, and effective communication.
These skills are not only valuable in academia but are also transferable to various professional
environments.

Tips for Success in IB Economics Internal Assessment

To achieve a high score on the internal assessment, students should consider the following tips:

Choose a Relevant Article: Select an article that is rich in economic content and allows for
deep analysis.

Use Multiple Economic Theories: Apply various theories to demonstrate a broad
understanding of the subject matter.

Be Clear and Concise: Avoid unnecessary jargon; ensure that your arguments and
explanations are straightforward.

Edit and Revise: Review your work multiple times to catch errors and improve clarity.

Seek Feedback: Ask teachers or peers for constructive criticism to enhance the quality of the
assessment.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Students often make several common mistakes that can hinder their performance on the internal
assessment. Awareness of these pitfalls can help students avoid them:

Overly General Analysis: Failing to connect economic theories specifically to the chosen
article can weaken the analysis.

Poor Diagram Usage: Inadequately labeled or irrelevant diagrams can detract from the
overall presentation.

Neglecting Evaluation: Failing to critically analyze the implications of economic issues can
lead to a lower score in Criterion C.

Lack of Structure: A disorganized report can confuse the reader and obscure key arguments.

Ignoring the Word Limit: Exceeding or significantly undercutting the word limit can impact
the evaluation negatively.

Closing Thoughts

The IB economics internal assessment is a significant component of the curriculum that challenges
students to apply their knowledge in practical settings. By understanding the assessment criteria
and following best practices, students can enhance their chances of achieving high marks. Through
careful selection of articles, thorough analysis, and effective organization, students can create
compelling internal assessments that reflect their understanding of economics and their analytical
capabilities.

Q: What is the purpose of the IB economics internal
assessment?
A: The purpose of the IB economics internal assessment is to allow students to apply economic
theories to real-world situations, demonstrating their understanding of economic concepts and their
analytical skills.

Q: How is the IB economics internal assessment graded?
A: The internal assessment is graded based on four main criteria: diagrams, application of economic
theory, analysis and evaluation, and organization and presentation.



Q: Can I choose any article for my internal assessment?
A: While you can choose any article, it is best to select one that offers rich economic content and
allows for a thorough analysis using relevant economic theories.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid in the internal
assessment?
A: Common mistakes include overly general analysis, poor diagram usage, neglecting critical
evaluation, lack of structure, and ignoring the word limit.

Q: How important is the internal assessment in my overall IB
economics grade?
A: The internal assessment is a significant part of your overall grade in IB economics, making it
essential to invest time and effort into producing a high-quality report.

Q: How can I improve my internal assessment score?
A: To improve your internal assessment score, focus on selecting a relevant article, applying multiple
economic theories, ensuring clear and concise writing, and seeking feedback from peers or teachers.

Q: Is there a specific format I must follow for the internal
assessment?
A: Yes, the internal assessment must adhere to specific formatting guidelines provided by the IB,
including word count and structure requirements.

Q: How long should my internal assessment be?
A: The internal assessment should typically be around 750-1,000 words, adhering to the IB's
specified word limit for the assessment.

Q: Are diagrams mandatory in the internal assessment?
A: While diagrams are not mandatory, they are highly recommended, as they can enhance your
analysis and demonstrate your understanding of economic concepts visually.
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