
pepperdine university economics
pepperdine university economics is a dynamic and engaging field of study that
prepares students for a variety of career paths in today’s complex economic
landscape. Situated in the picturesque Malibu, California, Pepperdine
University offers a robust economics program that not only emphasizes
theoretical knowledge but also practical applications. With small class
sizes, personalized attention from faculty, and a strong emphasis on ethical
decision-making, the economics curriculum at Pepperdine is designed to equip
students with the analytical skills necessary for success in business, public
policy, and beyond. This article will explore the various aspects of the
economics program at Pepperdine University, including its curriculum,
faculty, career opportunities, and the unique advantages of studying in this
vibrant academic environment.
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Overview of Pepperdine University

Pepperdine University, founded in 1937, is a private Christian university
renowned for its commitment to academic excellence and ethical leadership.
The university is situated on a stunning 830-acre campus overlooking the
Pacific Ocean, providing an inspiring backdrop for learning and personal
growth. Pepperdine’s mission is to prepare students for purposeful lives of
service, and this is reflected in its diverse array of undergraduate and
graduate programs, including a strong emphasis on the liberal arts.

The university is home to the Graziadio Business School and the Seaver
College of Letters, Arts, and Sciences, where the economics program is
housed. With a focus on interdisciplinary study, Pepperdine encourages



students to engage with a variety of subjects, enhancing their understanding
of economics in a broader context. The community is characterized by its
collaborative spirit and strong support for students, making it an ideal
environment for pursuing an economics degree.

Economics Program Structure

The economics program at Pepperdine University offers a comprehensive
curriculum that covers fundamental economic theories, quantitative methods,
and applied economics. Students can pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Economics or
opt for a minor in the subject. The program is designed to develop critical
thinking and analytical skills while providing a strong foundation in both
micro and macroeconomics.

Core Courses

Core courses in the economics program include:

Principles of Microeconomics

Principles of Macroeconomics

Intermediate Microeconomic Theory

Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory

Econometrics

These courses equip students with the theoretical knowledge needed to
understand economic behavior and policies. Additionally, students are
encouraged to take elective courses that align with their career interests,
such as international economics, environmental economics, and labor
economics.

Capstone Projects and Seminars

As part of the program, students have the opportunity to participate in
capstone projects and seminars that allow them to apply their knowledge to
real-world issues. These projects often involve collaboration with local
businesses or organizations, providing valuable experience and networking
opportunities. Such hands-on learning is crucial in preparing students for



the professional world.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The faculty within the economics department at Pepperdine University are
highly qualified professionals with extensive academic and practical
experience. Many faculty members hold advanced degrees from prestigious
institutions and have published research in respected journals. Their diverse
areas of expertise range from behavioral economics to public policy,
providing students with a rich educational experience.

Research Opportunities

Students are encouraged to engage in research alongside faculty members. This
collaboration not only enhances their understanding of economic principles
but also prepares them for graduate studies or careers in research-oriented
fields. Opportunities for research may include:

Working on faculty-led projects

Conducting independent studies

Presenting findings at academic conferences

This emphasis on research fosters a culture of inquiry and innovation,
essential for those pursuing advanced degrees or careers in economics.

Career Prospects for Economics Graduates

Graduates of the economics program at Pepperdine University are well-prepared
for a variety of career paths thanks to their comprehensive training. The
analytical and critical thinking skills developed throughout the program are
highly sought after by employers in many sectors.

Potential Career Paths

Some common career paths for economics graduates include:



Economist

Financial Analyst

Policy Analyst

Market Research Analyst

Consultant

Data Analyst

Many graduates also choose to further their education by pursuing graduate
degrees in economics, business, law, or public policy. The strong analytical
foundation provided by the economics program is an excellent springboard for
advanced studies.

Unique Advantages of Studying Economics at
Pepperdine

Pepperdine University offers several unique advantages that enhance the study
of economics. The university's commitment to ethical leadership and community
service provides a framework for students to apply economic principles in a
socially responsible manner.

Networking and Internship Opportunities

Located in Southern California, Pepperdine offers students access to a
vibrant economy and numerous internship opportunities. Students are
encouraged to participate in internships that align with their career goals,
allowing them to gain practical experience and build professional networks.

Global Perspective

The economics program also emphasizes the importance of a global perspective
in understanding economic issues. Students can participate in study abroad
programs that expose them to international economic systems and practices,
further enriching their educational experience.



Conclusion

Pepperdine University economics is a compelling field of study that combines
rigorous academic training with real-world applications. The program's strong
curriculum, dedicated faculty, and unique advantages make it an excellent
choice for students aspiring to make a meaningful impact in the world of
economics. With a commitment to ethical leadership and a focus on practical
experience, Pepperdine prepares its graduates to excel in diverse careers and
contribute positively to society.

Q: What degrees does Pepperdine University offer in
economics?
A: Pepperdine University offers a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and a minor
in economics. The program is designed to provide a comprehensive
understanding of economic principles and their applications.

Q: What are the core courses required for an
economics major at Pepperdine?
A: Core courses for an economics major at Pepperdine include Principles of
Microeconomics, Principles of Macroeconomics, Intermediate Microeconomic
Theory, Intermediate Macroeconomic Theory, and Econometrics.

Q: How does Pepperdine support research
opportunities for economics students?
A: Pepperdine encourages economics students to engage in research by
collaborating with faculty on projects, conducting independent studies, and
presenting their findings at academic conferences.

Q: What career opportunities can I pursue with an
economics degree from Pepperdine?
A: Graduates can pursue various career paths, including economist, financial
analyst, policy analyst, market research analyst, and consultant, among
others. Many also continue their education in graduate programs.

Q: What makes the economics program at Pepperdine



unique?
A: The economics program at Pepperdine is unique due to its emphasis on
ethical leadership, community service, and the integration of practical
experiences through internships and networking opportunities.

Q: Are there study abroad options for economics
students at Pepperdine?
A: Yes, Pepperdine offers study abroad programs that allow economics students
to gain a global perspective on economic systems and practices, enhancing
their educational experience.

Q: How does Pepperdine University incorporate
ethical leadership into the economics curriculum?
A: Pepperdine emphasizes ethical leadership by integrating discussions of
social responsibility and ethical decision-making into the economics
curriculum, preparing students to apply their knowledge in a socially
conscious manner.

Q: What kind of internships can economics students
at Pepperdine pursue?
A: Economics students at Pepperdine can pursue internships in various
sectors, including finance, consulting, government, and non-profit
organizations, providing them with valuable real-world experience.

Q: Is there a strong alumni network for economics
graduates from Pepperdine?
A: Yes, Pepperdine has a strong alumni network that provides support and
networking opportunities for economics graduates, helping them connect with
professionals in their fields of interest.
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