
types of economics degrees
types of economics degrees encompass a wide range of academic programs designed to
equip students with the knowledge and skills necessary to analyze economic systems,
address complex financial issues, and contribute to informed decision-making in various
sectors. With the growing importance of economic literacy in today's globalized world,
pursuing an economics degree has become increasingly popular. This article will delve into
the various types of economics degrees available, including undergraduate and graduate
options, specialized fields of study, and the potential career paths they offer. By examining
these aspects, prospective students can make informed decisions about their educational
and professional futures.
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Introduction to Economics Degrees

Economics degrees are designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding
of how economies function, the principles that govern economic behavior, and the
quantitative methods used to analyze economic data. These degrees are offered at both
undergraduate and graduate levels, catering to a diverse range of academic interests and
career aspirations. Economics as a field of study is broad, encompassing various sub-
disciplines such as microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics, and
behavioral economics. The choice of degree can significantly influence a student's career
trajectory, making it essential to understand the different types available.

Types of Undergraduate Economics Degrees

Undergraduate economics degrees form the foundation for many careers in business,
finance, government, and academia. These programs typically lead to a Bachelor of Arts
(BA) or Bachelor of Science (BS) degree, each with its distinct focus and curriculum
structure.



Bachelor of Arts in Economics

A Bachelor of Arts in Economics often emphasizes qualitative analysis and broader social
sciences. This degree typically incorporates courses in political science, sociology, and
psychology, allowing students to explore the societal impacts of economic policies and
theories. Graduates with a BA in Economics may pursue careers in public policy, social
research, or education.

Bachelor of Science in Economics

Conversely, a Bachelor of Science in Economics focuses more on quantitative analysis and
mathematical modeling. Students in this program are often required to take advanced
mathematics and statistics courses alongside core economics classes. This degree is well-
suited for those interested in roles in finance, data analysis, or economic forecasting.

Associate Degree in Economics

For students seeking a shorter path into the workforce, an Associate Degree in Economics
serves as an excellent introduction. This degree typically takes two years to complete and
covers fundamental economic concepts, basic statistics, and introductory business courses.
Graduates may find entry-level positions in administrative roles or customer service within
financial institutions.

Types of Graduate Economics Degrees

Graduate economics degrees build upon undergraduate studies, offering advanced
knowledge and specialization in various economic theories and practices. The most
common graduate degrees include the Master of Arts (MA) and Master of Science (MS) in
Economics, as well as doctoral programs.

Master of Arts in Economics

The Master of Arts in Economics typically emphasizes theoretical and policy-related aspects
of economics. This program is ideal for those looking to work in government, non-profit
organizations, or academia, where understanding economic policy implications is crucial.
Core courses often include advanced microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics.



Master of Science in Economics

In contrast, the Master of Science in Economics focuses more on quantitative analysis and
empirical research. Students are trained in econometric methods and statistical software,
preparing them for data-driven roles in finance, consulting, or research institutions.
Graduates of this program are often well-prepared for Ph.D. studies or high-level analytical
positions.

Doctorate in Economics

A Doctorate in Economics (Ph.D.) is the highest level of education in the field and is geared
towards those interested in conducting original research or teaching at the university level.
Ph.D. candidates typically specialize in a particular area of economics and complete a
dissertation that contributes new knowledge to the field. Graduates often pursue careers in
academia, research, or high-level policy advising.

Specializations within Economics Degrees

Economics is a diverse field, and many programs offer specializations that allow students to
tailor their studies to specific interests and career goals. These specializations can enhance
employability and provide expertise in niche areas.

Behavioral Economics

Behavioral economics examines the psychological factors that influence economic
decisions. This specialization is particularly relevant in marketing, consumer behavior
analysis, and public policy design.

International Economics

International economics focuses on trade, finance, and the economic relationships between
countries. Students in this specialization learn about global markets, international trade
policies, and economic development, preparing them for roles in multinational corporations
or international organizations.

Development Economics

Development economics studies how economies develop and the policies that can foster



growth in developing regions. This specialization is vital for those looking to work in non-
profits, government agencies, or NGOs focused on economic development.

Career Opportunities with Economics Degrees

Graduates with economics degrees have a wide array of career opportunities across various
sectors. The analytical and quantitative skills gained through these programs make them
attractive candidates for numerous roles.

Potential Career Paths

Economic Analyst

Financial Consultant

Market Research Analyst

Policy Advisor

Data Scientist

Professor or Educator

Business Development Manager

Non-Profit Program Manager

Each of these roles leverages the critical thinking and analytical skills developed during
economics studies. Moreover, the demand for economists in various sectors continues to
grow, making this field a promising choice for prospective students.

Conclusion

In summary, the types of economics degrees available cater to a vast spectrum of
academic interests and career aspirations. From undergraduate programs such as BA and
BS in Economics to advanced degrees like MA, MS, and Ph.D., students can find a pathway
that aligns with their goals. Furthermore, specializations like behavioral economics and
international economics enhance the relevance of these degrees in today's job market.
Given the critical role that economic understanding plays in modern society, pursuing an
economics degree can lead to fulfilling career opportunities in various fields.



Q: What are the main types of economics degrees?
A: The main types of economics degrees include undergraduate degrees such as Bachelor
of Arts (BA) and Bachelor of Science (BS) in Economics, as well as graduate degrees such as
Master of Arts (MA) and Master of Science (MS) in Economics and Doctorate (Ph.D.) in
Economics.

Q: What is the difference between a BA and a BS in
Economics?
A: A Bachelor of Arts in Economics typically emphasizes qualitative analysis and social
sciences, while a Bachelor of Science in Economics focuses more on quantitative analysis,
mathematics, and empirical research.

Q: What career options are available with an economics
degree?
A: Graduates with an economics degree can pursue various career paths, including
economic analyst, financial consultant, market research analyst, policy advisor, and data
scientist, among others.

Q: Can I specialize within an economics degree?
A: Yes, many economics programs offer specializations such as behavioral economics,
international economics, and development economics, allowing students to focus their
studies on specific interests.

Q: How long does it take to earn an economics degree?
A: An undergraduate economics degree typically takes four years to complete, while a
master's degree usually requires an additional one to two years. A Ph.D. can take three to
seven years, depending on the program and research requirements.

Q: Is an economics degree worth pursuing?
A: Yes, an economics degree is highly valued in the job market due to the analytical and
quantitative skills it provides, which are applicable in various fields such as finance,
government, and academia.

Q: What skills do I gain from an economics degree?
A: Students gain critical thinking, analytical skills, quantitative reasoning, and an
understanding of economic principles, which are essential for making informed decisions in
business and policy contexts.



Q: Are online economics degrees available?
A: Yes, many universities offer online economics degrees at both undergraduate and
graduate levels, providing flexibility for students who may be working or have other
commitments.

Q: What is the job outlook for economists?
A: The job outlook for economists is generally positive, with growing demand for
professionals in various sectors, including finance, government, and academia, as
organizations increasingly rely on data and economic analysis to inform decisions.
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